
 

 

Pastor’s Note 
A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 

Hospitality 
 

We had the first Cottage Meeting at Jane and Mary’s with 17 people attending.  We 
shared our stories of how we got connected to St. Olaf and what this church means to 
us and we reflected on the strengths and growth areas of our church along with some 
dreaming.  There was much laughter, storytelling and great food!  Hope to see you at 
one of the future ones.  Like come this Thursday at 7pm at John & Jenni Guenther’s. 
 

Hospitality.  It takes an invite.  An ask.  Just say, “Come on over.”  Or as Rog and Lyn 
Johnson took the sermon literally that Sunday about inviting the outcasts, those on the 
edge, they immediately said to George and Elaine Monis, “Let’s do lunch at Rosati’s.”  
That’s all it takes J. 
 

I married up.  Kris’s parents have a cabin UP NORT, in MinnesOta.  So we go to the 
Holy Land every summer for about a week to “get away” and watch the children play in 
the lake.  I always look forward to 4:00pm when the kids typically watch a video inside 
and we adults sit on the deck talking during “Happy Time” as our daughter Sally calls it 
J.   
 

For 27 years, as a couple/family, Kris and I have had this free week vacation (yes, they 
even provide most of the food and beverage and do much of the grilling).  It’s really an 
example of radical or extra-ordinary hospitality that touches me every time we are with 
them. 
 

So this past weekend as we were up there, things were different.  Tim was off to 
college, so we were incomplete.  We were missing someone.  It was kind of sad.  In this 
case, there wasn’t much we could do about it because that’s the way it was going to be.  
But this scenario of missing someone in the family, our church family, may be 
reconcilable.  People come and go in churches for various reasons.  Some natural, 
some out of frustration, disconnect, or events that arise.  We are in a transition time, just 
like our extended family is in a transition time.  But unlike our family situation, we as 
brothers and sisters in Christ can continually INVITE, extend the invitation to people 
who may have been away from us for a time.  It just takes a contact.  A phone call, text, 
e-mail, or visit.  I contacted 12 households and visited several last week.  I have been in 
7 homes so far.  Some have invited me over, others I have asked if I could stop by.  
Either way, it’s a connecting point.  It’s hospitality.  Because we are “welcoming” that 
person to be a part of our life.  Who do you need to welcome?  Welcome back possibly?  
Who needs to be reached out to, encouraged, blessed by your intentional hospitality 
that says, “Hey, let’s get together.  I’d like to know how you are REALLY doing.”  Will 
you join me? 
 

It's Rally Weekend, when we hope that all return to a rhythm of regular worship in their 
lives.  Come Saturday evening at 5pm or Sunday at 9am.  Let’s be intentional in 
honoring God and honoring one another by gathering weekly for the opportunity to 
center our lives in God and be strengthened as brothers and sisters in Christ. 



 

 

Finally, until we move, my office hours will be a bit odd when I’m in and out.  If you’d like 
to connect, it’s always preferred that you give me a call (262-490-4057) to see if I’m 
available for a solid conversation.  If it’s just to pop in for 5 minutes, you can always give 
that a try spontaneously.  Here’s my week: 
 

9/06=  morning (work on blast & sermon prep); 1pm text study; 2:30pm-4:30pm office 
 hours 
 

9/07=  10:30-4:00pm office hours 
 

9/08=  8:30-11am office; 11:30-1pm local church partnership meeting at Fiesta Cancun; 
 1:30pm-6pm  office; 6pm Executive Meeting; 7:00pm Cottage Meeting at 
 Guenther’s  
 

9/09=  Sabbath day 
 

9/10=  morning Bike Ride for Hope (will bring family from our home, not from church); 4-
 6pm (worship) 
 

9/11=  8-noon church; 6-8pm= 911 worship 
 

9/12=  8:30-9:30 office; 10-2 (Deertrak w/ Dave Schlieve & friends); 2:30-6pm office; 6-
 Finance; 7-Youth 
 

9/13=  8:30-3:30 office 
 

9/14=  10:30-4 office; 4-5pm Worship, Music & Arts 
 

9/15=  Synod Office- Interims meet in morn; confirmation prep at home 
 

COMING THIS WEEKEND 
 

September 10th is Outreach For Hope Bike Ride 
Bike Riders and Walkers are wanted to join Pastor Tom and his family along with Justine 
and others from St. Olaf for this worthwhile event 
 

 
September 11th is Rally Day- “Hairy & Company” 
John and Diane combine music, comedy and teaching to drive home the truths of 
scripture.  They will be here during 9:00 worship and Sunday school opening at 10:15 
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