
 

Pastor’s Note 
A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

 It’s Monday morning after the game.  I celebrate 
the gorgeous sunshine and weather, the temperature 
outside, and the many colleagues I am surrounded by 
at this very moment. 
 

 It was quite a challenging game for both sides.  
Thanks for the fun we had on Sunday morning with 
all of our football wear J. 
 
 So here’s the scoop.  I left St. Olaf after worship 
and confirmation, then went to the Lion’s yummy 
dinner deal at the Maple Inn and then cruised up to 
Green Conference Center for our Greater Milwaukee 
Area Synod Fall Theological Conference through 
Wednesday.  We are actually discussing “our issues” of 
guilt and shame and vulnerability. 
 

 I will be in the office on Wednesday afternoon from 3-5pm, and most of 
Thursday. 

 
  Here’s my message, if you missed out or need a refresher.  Also, my dream 

would be that we all would further discuss the message with our spouse, family, 
friends, church brothers and sisters, after worship, over coffee or a meal, in our 
small groups.  So you’ll see at the bottom some potential starter questions to get 
the ball rolling.  Oh, and before I forget.  If you like to sing hymns and eat 
great food and enjoy a beverage (root or other beer), come enjoy “Beer & Hymns” 
at Beer Snobs in Hartland on Sunday, Oct. 9th at 4:00pm.  I play in a band that 
leads this great get together.  Spread the word.  Here’s the scripture and 
message… 

 
Luke 18:9-14 (NRSV) The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded 
others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a 
tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went 
down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all 
who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 

 
 

A

Ar



 

Hi, I’m Tom.  “Hi Tom.”  I have issues.  I have hurts, hang-ups 
and habits that I can’t solve on my own.  I need help.  Help from God 
and help from you.  Will you help me?  “Yes.” 
 

 I recommend this Christ-centered, scripturally based book to 
all of you in which this message speaks to you regarding your life or 
someone near you. 
 

 Recovering alcoholic, John Baker, writes in the introduction of 
his book “Life’s Healing Choices” these words:   [read intro] P. 1-2 
Finding Freedom [may be online too] 

 

 Just a moment ago we read the parable of Pharisee and the Publican. The 
key driving point in the story is the tax collector’s willingness to ask for help 
which is the basis for this week’s theme. The pretense of the Pharisee is deadly to 
him spiritually and relationally. The proverb says Pride goeth before the fall. 
And it’s true. The biggest impediment to living a better, fuller, healthier life is 
often one thing: arrogance.  

 

 The Pharisees saw no need for assistance and, therefore, never were willing 
to seek help from Jesus. They refused step one – admitting their need. And so 
never saw the point of step two – getting help. It’s a common human malady. 
Pride explains why many problems just keep growing bigger and bigger until 
they overwhelm a person. Our desire to ‘look good’ and put on a face can harm 
us significantly. Pride refuses to go get help when help is obviously what’s 
needed. People stay in unhealthy situations, live with uncomfortable and even 
dangerous symptoms, and let unresolved relational issues poison their families 
just because they don’t want to look bad, want to save face, and so refuse to go 
for assistance. There’s a word for that and you’re not going to like it: dumb! If I 
told you I had a cure for your cancer but you refused it because you didn’t want 
to seem weak, what would you call that? Dumb! But we intelligent human 
beings can get ourselves to believe some amazingly unintelligent things. 

 

‘My marriage isn’t that bad.’  
‘Our teenager couldn’t possibly be into drugs.’  
‘My ever present shortness of breath…aww, it’s only from being out of shape.’  
‘My resentments toward God aren’t that important, I still go to church.’  
‘My repeated failure to keep a job is just a series of bad luck experiences with people who don’t 
appreciate my gifts.’  
‘My compulsion to eat everything in sight is something I inherited and just have to live with.’  
‘My need to keep spending is not that much different than what others do.’  
‘My growing interest in porn is actually a sign of my virility.’  
‘My crying jags and sleepless nights will pass in time on their own – yawn!’  
‘My great ongoing frustration at not getting people to do what I know is the only right thing for them is 
good and righteous.’  
‘My lack of prayer and lack of desire to worship God isn’t really a problem, not worth looking at.’   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 On and on and on it goes. But all our excuses and rationalizations make 
Pharisees of us all. No disrespect, but Jesus blasted the Pharisees for their pride 
and he was clear that it would be their downfall if not addressed. 

 

 What’s the solution? The Gospel of Jesus Christ: Trusting that God’s mercy is 
for you. God’s grace, for you. God’s love, for you. God’s help, for you. If you believe 
God loves, forgives, accepts, and wants you just as you are right now, and that 
God wants you as you are right in his presence, with no judgment, then perhaps  
you will also be able to find the secret power of …humility. The Gospel opens the 
door for help to come, for the gift of justification, for freedom, for new starts, and 
for new health. And so the Publican, humble as he is, becomes the hero in Jesus’ 
story. Why? Because he comes before God totally honest and willing to ask for 
help. And it was the Publican that went home that day from worship restored, 
right with God and with himself. 

 

 I just witnessed this last evening when I watched the movie “War Room” with 
our family.  Tony is the main character.  He makes a ton of money but was 
greedy for more, so he cheated.  He stole pharmaceuticals from his company and 
sold them.  He became disconnected to his wife and daughter and then lost his 
job.  His wife had a total transformation of faith as she encountered an older 
lady prayer warrior who taught her to prayer…in her closet.  Through humility 
in pausing her busy life before God while on her knees, she finally prayed for her 
husband, daughter, family, friends and neighbors on a regular basis.  She no 
longer responded harshly or reactively to stressful situations which drew out her 
husband to be receptive and soon humble in confessing his sins and asking for 
forgiveness and reconciliation.  He admitted his need, and sought God and his 
wife for help.  He went from a man of total failure and moral degradation to a 
man of humble honor and renewed character, centered on God through prayer, 
scripture, and church. 

 

 Sure, it’s humbling to ask for help. But, truth be told, asking for help is a 
sign of maturity, faith, and hope. You won’t ask if you don’t first believe – believe 
that help could come, that restoration could be possible, that new life could be 
yours. So first of all, clarify your personal understanding of the nature of God. 
Get your God-image healthy by letting the Gospel determine what God is like. 
Hear again the Good News of that- our God is a God of mercy, grace, and help. 
That’s evidence in the ministry and example of Jesus Christ and in the here and 
now.  If you truly trust this God, you’ll discover, out of that belief, a new and 
genuine and liberating humility. When I know I will indeed be helped if I ask, 
I’m more ready to ask. If I believe I will be accepted fully when I seek assistance, 
then I am more ready to seek. If I trust I will be welcomed warmly without 
judgment when I knock on the door, then I am more ready to knock. How 
healthy is your God image? A healthy God leads to a healthy soul. 

 
 
 



 

 So the first step in God’s restoration plan is to admit our need. But the 
second step takes us farther down the road to wholeness: it invites us to get help. 
What might be that step for you? Go to the doctor. Go see the pastor. Go for 
counseling. Go to an AA meeting. Go see the adoption counselor. Go get help. 
When you do, you will be like the psalmist who was happy to declare: God is my 
help and my salvation!  Isn’t it amazing that God is just waiting for a chance to 
get more wholeness to us?! 

 

Some years ago I appreciated the movie about Johnny 
Cash.  Boy did he have issues.  This week I spontaneously 
discovered the following song “Help me, Lord” and 
beautifully crafted series of slides that speak to our theme 
today.  If this doesn’t speak directly to you and your 
situation, then think of someone in your life in which it 
may.  Maybe even send them the link.  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=song+help+me+lord&view=detail&mid=FAC23188AAF9C5B5C
D89FAC23188AAF9C5B5CD89&FORM=VIRE  

 

Let us pray:  Lord, we all need help in some form or another.  We cry to you now 
Lord and say, “Help!”  Humble us Lord.  Cleanse us of our pride, our arrogance, 
our trying to be in control, trying to be our own God, trying to save face or 
appear better than we are.   Bring us to our knees to see your face in prayer, to 
lean on Your Word as true, to turn to our church who welcomes us with open 
arms.  Thank you Lord for turning our lives around when we turn to You, in 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 
 

Small Group Discussion Questions: 

· When was a time that you cried out for HELP?  Who did you turn to?  How did you turn to them?   

· How have you walked alongside someone who really needed help?  What did they need?  How 
did you provide that?   

· Who else did you turn to in that season?  How did you/they lean on God?’ 
 

 

 

 

    October 9th 4:00p.m. 
    See Pr. Tom & band at 
    Beer Snobs for “Beer & Hymns” 
 
 
 

 122 Cottonwood Ave. 
 Hartland WI  
 beersnobshartland.com 

 

    Next Cottage Meeting 
    9/25 4:00-5:00pm @ George & Elaine Monis’ Home 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
W653 Roosevelt Rd 
Rubicon, WI 53027 

920-474-7042 
www.st-olaf.org 

Email: stolafpastor@gmail.com 
Worship: Saturday 5:00pm  

            Sunday 9:00am 


