
 

Pastor’s Note 
A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 

Wow, what a weekend! 

Saturday evening we started our 9 week series entitled “Restoration” based on Luke’s gospel.  God is 

pursuing us as if we are lost and has every intention to give us great joy and wholeness in life.  When 

we talk about salvation, it involves healing and wellness in the here and now, not just something way 

in the future when we go on to eternal life. 

Most of us have been lost before in some way or form, if you really think about it.  It’s when we 

humbly recognize our “lostness”, that we cry out to God and others and say, “Help!”, that can be just 

the turning point moment in which the Holy Spirit transforms our mind, body, and spirit.  That’s 

when God’s joy, peace, and grace penetrates us and makes us more whole, complete, at rest.  Here’s 

a glimpse of this past weekend’s message on Saturday evening: 

Back to Jesus’ parable, another safe assumption about this parable is that the lost 

sheep in the story is in real trouble, perhaps fallen in a crevice, alone and 

isolated, an easy prey, fearful and crying out, bleating for help, needing and 

wanting rescue.  
 

What’s the first step in recovery from anything? Isn’t it admitting you need help?  Health cannot 

come without this admission. Restoration from an illness, an addiction, or some brokenness in life 

begins by taking this step. In most cases, recovery starts when you break out of denial. You no 

longer lie to yourself and others about how ‘okay’ you are. You don’t hide your symptoms hoping 

they will magically disappear without ever being acknowledged or their causes addressed. There are 

marriages that once were strong and filled with joy and hope which will die simply because no one 

wants to admit there is a problem. By the time someone does, it’s too late. The closet of that couple 

is now filled with a mountain of hidden resentments and hurts so high that, once the door is open, it 

all comes tumbling out like an avalanche, and is suddenly such a daunting challenge of crud to work 

through that it literally will take a miracle to overcome it all. There are good people so addicted to 

bad habits capable of destroying them that they will lose everything dear to them, because they’re 

too proud to honestly admit their helplessness and reach out for assistance from God and others. 

There are men and women who have so trashed their physical and mental health by overeating or 

overworking or overdrinking that they may go to the grave with the heaviness of their problems 

dragging on them, rather than come clean and own up to the truth of their situation and go seek the 

help that would restore them.  

 

 



 

What is this saying? We all need help! And the Good news is that help is here. As the Psalmist says, 

My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth (Ps 121). It’s like God has a whole 

positive future just waiting for us, a tomorrow in which we are healthier, recovering, better, happier, 

and peaceful. It’s all right there on a shelf waiting for us to activate it; all we need do is simply open 

the door with the oldest prayer known to humans: “Help!”  

Jesus is here. He is ready to restore us. Trust the Good News, open your mind and heart, humble 

yourself and ask for his help; it could indeed be ‘the first step of the rest of your life.’ God in Jesus is 

a power to heal, a power to break chains, a power to begin change, a power to lift, a power to walk us 

through, a power to bring us home. No matter how far away any sheep wanders, Jesus the Good 

Shepherd is proactively searching for that one, calling out for it with love, coming in order to recover 

it, ready and willing to carry it back home.  

 

Our third Point is= celebration 

  

When someone who is lost is now found…who has admitted 

their need for restoration, who has returned to God, who has 

reconnected in fellowship with the church, we need to 

CELEBRATE bigtime!  We’re talking unbridled joy like 

Footloose dancing, high fiving, upbeat music, and this… 

 

George & Elaine Monis and Tom, Kris, Dan, Sam & Sally Pietz represented St. Olaf’s at the Bike 

Ride for Hope to support the amazing mission outreach of our Milwaukee inner-city churches.  That 

day there was already $85,000 raised!  Wow!  Put it on your calendar for next year on Saturday Sept. 

9th at 9:30am. 

Yesterday morning we were so moved with Biblical inspiration and 

laughter as Hairy and Company (John and Diane) truly captivated us 

with their message and song-leading.   

During our Education Hour we kicked off with Hairy & Company, 

teachers meeting for instruction, confirmation and High School students 

playing great games to get to know one another more personally, get to know names, and share their 

picture and bio that will go on my office wall (Is anybody creative that could help me design and 

create such a wall display?)  There’s talk of a youth band forming, service opportunities, fun events, 

Clayton will lead the High School youth education hour on Sunday mornings…so much  

 



 

happening for our young people which is wonderful!  As many of you shared input this summer, you 

said keeping the youth as our highest priority was our number one task, and with Justine’s leadership 

and a strong Youth Ministry Team, we will grow this to reach and engage more youth.  (Anybody 

want to serve on the Youth Ministry Team, we really need you J). 

And finally, we had a deeply somber, reflective, and meaningful service to commemorate the 15 th 
Anniversary of Sept. 11th, 2001, when our nation experienced the horror of the twin towers in New 
York going down and our Pentagon hit.  Thank all those who serve on the frontlines of such 
emergency situations (EMT’s, firefighters, police officers, and all personnel from all walks of 

life…doctors, nurses, hospitals, etc.).  In a nutshell, in times of fear we cling to the words of the 
Psalmist in Psalm 27,  

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation— 
    whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 

So we turn to the Lord in prayer, in scripture, and in our Christian community (St. Olaf and all our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in our community), in such times of fear and trembling.  For our hope, 
our salvation is in the Lord in whom we trust. 

 

Congratulations Packers (and Vikings…oh yeah!) on their victories on Sunday.  Next week will be 

fun!  I wonder what kind of trash talking I’ll be receiving IF the Packers actually win J. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 18th 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
W653 Roosevelt Rd 
Rubicon, WI 53027 

920-474-7042 
www.st-olaf.org 

Email: stolafpastor@gmail.com 
Worship: Saturday 5:00pm  

            Sunday 9:00am 


