
 

 

Pastor’s Note 
A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
Absolutely amazing! 

Did you see the Cave Quest VBS set up?!  Way to go Monis family!  My 

favorite thing growing up was Vacation Bible School at our church one mile 

down the road.  How precious to see all the little children laughing, singing, 

making crafts, and interacting with our teens and adult helpers.  It warms a 

pastor’s heart to see such a loving Christian community that forms at VBS.  

My prayer is that the families that come would find St. Olaf to be a people 

and place they can call home so that they may be encouraged in their 

journey of faith. 

Thank you for the reception for our family this past weekend.  It means a lot to be welcomed and to get to 

know you more personally.  Again, one of the best ways for me/us to get to know you is to visit you on your 

turf, at your home.  Don’t worry about the look of your home, you can only imagine what it’s like with four 

children homeschooled living in the house about 24/7/365…it gets messy ☺. 

Some of you are really on the ball.  I’ve had PowerPoint presentations of your family bios with all sorts of 

pictures and information.  George and Elaine gave me a large extended family photo and details on each 

family.  Students, I’d like a personal photo and bio on each of you too!  All of these are going up on my 

office wall so to get to know you well and to learn your names.  Drop it off to the office or e-mail it to 

stolafpastor@gmail.com. 

Some of you are introducing me to local eating establishments.  Now I’ve been to my first official “Packer 

Bar” for a patty melt (Tom & Di’s Rustic Inn).   

Golfers- I have inquired with Eric who runs Deertrak regarding a late afternoon golf group on a regular 

basis and he was thrilled!  Justine’s husband, Tito, likes Wednesday.  Who would join us if I set something 

up? 

Here’s a sermon recap for those who need a refresher: 

An athlete or musician centers their life on their craft and being the best at it.  THEY INVEST all 
their time, money, and energy into their life’s vocation.  If they are the upper echelon, they eliminate most 
all other distractions from their life that would take them away from their one focus.  In other words, their 
sport or craft IS the CENTER of their life.  It’s what they think about, dream about, and live every day of 
their life. 

 
(Ussain Bolt pointing to God) 



 

 

What if we applied such intensity to putting God at the center of our lives?  What might that look like? 
Each of us can center our lives on God through embracing these three faith practices: 
1) Welcoming God’s Love 
2) Simplifying our lives 
3) Seizing opportunities  

 
The first faith practice to center our lives on God is to Welcome God’s Love.  The first verse from 

Luke said, 32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  
God has SOOOOO much to give you.  God just pours blessings upon blessing upon you.  Do we recognize 
these blessings?   Are we aware of them?  Do we SEE and HEAR and WELCOME the various ways God 
is reaching out to us with his love?  Through people such as our family, friends, neighbors and church 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Through the basics of life such as food, shelter, clothing, good work, and so 
much more. 

Yet, we live in fear, don’t we? Fear of illness, fear of death, fear of harm.  Yes, there is a lot to be 
afraid of if we let it.  But Jesus so often says, “Fear not!”  Why?  Because God is FOR you and God is 
WITH you.   

Some of us fear that we are NOT loved by God.  That there is something we’ve done or are 
currently doing that WE THINK, God must not love us, accept us, or forgive us.  Here’s the good 
news…the gospel of Jesus Christ is this: 

Jesus has conquered sin and evil and took our place on the cross to forgive YOUR sins.  Yes, YOU 

are forgiven.  It’s a done deal.  No strings attached.  You are LOVED by God.  You are a child of 

God and worthy to be loved.  So Welcome LOVE.  Welcome God.  Welcome God’s LOVE. 

Secondly, to center our lives on God a great faith practice is to SIMPLIFY. 
 Luke 12 verses 33 & 34 reads: 

Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 

treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 

What does that say?  CLEAN HOUSE!  Get rid of stuff you don’t use…sell the stuff and give the 

proceeds away or just bring it to Goodwill or St. Vincent’s or the Flea Market next week during the 

Blue Grass Festival.  But after selling your possessions Jesus says, “and give alms”.   

What does it mean to give alms?  In the Bible and in historic Christianity, almsgiving was the act of filling a 
material need for someone less fortunate, usually by giving money. God incorporated the concept of alms 
into the Mosaic Law when He ordered land-owners to leave to the poor the corners of the fields (Leviticus 
19:9-10), and every seventh year, leave the entire field (Exodus 23:10-11). In churches today, "alms" often 
go by the name love offering or benevolence fund.  We have a fund here to help those in need. 
 For some of us, we need to make some “Strategic Subtractions” in our lives.  That is, eliminate 

something we participate in.  Especially when you add something.  Your capacity is limited.  If your life is 

SO BUSY and FULL, then the kingdom opportunities God sends your way may be limited because you are 

TOO distracted.  Going back to the athlete.  They focus on ONE thing.  They may do strengthening 

exercises for their body and mind, but most of the time they practice doing what they have mastered.  God 

would have us master being LOVED by Him so that we may master LOVING OTHERS. 

� Finally, to center our lives on God, we are to Seize Opportunities God gives us to expand the 
kingdom of God.  Jesus says it this way in Luke’s gospel: Luke 12:35 
� Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit. 

Having your lamps lit meant you were ready.  Think of the Olympics torch lighting the initial 
flame opening night at the Olympics symbolizing, all is ready, let’s begin! 



 

 

Again, it’s all about being ready.  On your marks…get set….go!  Are you ready, are you so available that 
should Jesus come, should a “Jesus moment” come, that is, should someone need care and compassion 
or help, are you AVAILABLE and ready to serve and BE THERE in that moment and SEIZE that opportunity 
in Jesus’ name? 

 
Stud Packers Receiver Randall Cobb spoke opening night at Lifefest in 

July.  His articulate words about his relationship with God being his 

highest priority, his ultimate focus, the Jesus Christ was the center of 

his life, moved my spirit to cheer him on bigtime…except against the 

Vikings ☺.  Here’s a guy known of his work on the football field, but he 

also devotes his life to testifying to his faith in God and pointing others 

to Jesus.  That’s seizing opportunities because his name and craft is 

known to many, that gives him the platform to share God’s kingdom with others.  

 What about you? 

Have you welcomed God’s love in your life?  Do you recognize that God did the ultimate act of love to 
reach you…he sent his son to die on the cross FOR you.  To set you free from the burden of sin, so that 
you may be forgiven, made new, and can center your life on him, rather than yourself. 
Jesus is calling us to simplify our lives…sell our stuff, give to the poor, free up our time so that ultimately 
we can seize opportunities to serve and love others. 
 Contemplate this today and throughout the week as you continue your reading of Luke’s gospel.  
Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING THIS WEEKEND 
 

AUGUST 14TH IS VBS SUNDAY, 9:00AM 
Come see the skits and hear the songs that the children have learned and will 
sing during worship. 

 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14TH  12:00-5:00pm 

ANNUAL BLUEGRASS MUSIC & SWEET CORN FESTIVAL  
 

      * Free Admission 
      * Food and Beverage for purchase 
      * Live music from 1:00-5:00pm 
      * Flea Market 
      * Games 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
W653 Roosevelt Rd 
Rubicon, WI 53027 

920-474-7042 
www.st-olaf.org 

Email: stolafpastor@gmail.com 
Worship: Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 9:00am 

 


