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Do we have fun or what? 

Our worship on Sunday morning was FILLED with children singing whole-heartedly song praising Jesus.  

The skit by Kathy and Jeff inspired us and made many laugh.  From dunk tank, to flea market, to corn on 

the cob, chicken dinner, lemonade, and incredible music by Nora Collins and The Siegmann Family...God 

blessed us abundantly today. 

I feel so blessed and encouraged to be your pastor.  Your words of affirmation, the opportunities you have 

given me to meet you and meet your family and friends, mean a lot to me.  I really like the way we invite 

and welcome people to our turf. 

Missionary from Swaziland, Carol Leair, just shared about her work with Children’s Cup (please check  out 

childrenscup.org ).  I was SO inspired by her heart for Jesus, her deep commitment and compassion for 

the generation of young people who by 8th grade can’t afford to attend school, therefore, Carol helps equip 

teams of trainers that teach these children to make something they can sell so to help them fund their 

education and ultimately to have hope.  80% of the people in Swaziland are unemployed.  These kids sit 

around in their mud and stick huts with no work, no school, and no hope.  But through Children’s Cup they 

are fed with the food provided by Feed My Starving Children.  Justine and I got so excited that we are 

going to explore the possibility of sending a cross-generational team there in the future.  Please consider a 

donation to “Carol Leair” that will be matched by GE.  You can make the check out to St. Olaf with her 

name in the memo.   

We had a great staff retreat at Diane and Rick Dowling’s place on the lake.  So envision Justine, Kathy, 

Shannon and myself on the deck sharing our life stories with lots of pictures.  It was a great time to get to 

know one another more and talk some work-related business and organization. 

This weekend the message will be based on Marva J. Dawn’s book, “Keeping the Sabbath Wholly: 

ceasing, resting, embracing, and feasting”.  Set aside an hour to center yourself on the Lord on Saturday 

evening or Sunday.  Let’s do life together and keep the Sabbath holy. 
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