
Wow!  What a party yesterday!   
 

I started with a vanilla malt, then beef sandwich and then shared a banana split (actually, we 
had three splits to split with my three sons).  What a gorgeous day too ☺.  The cars and tractors 
and truck were so wonderful to look at.  And to hear about the interesting stories behind them 
too.  I got to meet so many great people from the church, local community, and from afar.  
Someone was also very generous in picking up the tab for our family meal…thank you SO 
much! 
 

I’ve got LOTS to cover this week as I officially start “TODAY”.   
1) Thank you for calling me as your pastor.  We are so blessed to be able to serve with you 

as our new church community.  And God willing, we will be with you for many years to 
come. 

2) Please put my phone number down somewhere should you need to reach me (262-490-
4057).  I would be honored to be able to pray with before a surgery, either by phone or in 
person if possible. 

3) Keep me informed should you desire a visit.  I won’t know unless you tell me.  My goal is 
to visit the whole congregation over the next two years.  It would be my pleasure to visit 
you in your home to get to know your context, to see pictures of your family on the wall, 
and to learn more about you.   

4) Can you do me a favor?  Can you send me a photo of your family?  Yes, just take one 
on your phone and send it to me.  Secondly, write a bio about yourselves.  What your 
passions are in life.  What is your kind of work or study?  Anything that helps me get to 
know you more.  I will be posting pictures and bios on my office wall so to get to know 
everyone.  Students (especially college, high school, and confirmation students), I’d like 
a special individual photo and bio on each of you.  Yes, really! 

5) I would like to check out the local eating establishments.  If you have a favorite place to 
eat at and/or if you know the owners and workers, I’d like you to introduce me to them. 

6) I need exercise.  I like to walk.  And when I walk, I get really jazzed when I can hit a little 
white dimpled ball.  If anyone else likes doing that too, I have yet to golf Deertrak.  So, 
who wants to be the first one to introduce me to the local course? 

7) We are putting our house up for sale this week.  I’m working from 9am-8pm today at the 
church office.  However, throughout the rest of the week I’m not sure when I’ll be in and 
out.  Eventually I will be establishing regular office hours in which you will be able to 
count on me being accessible at the church.  Of course, it’s always best practice to call 
to see if I am there and am available as sometimes I will be with someone in the office. 

8) Finally, for those of you who heard the message this weekend, I’d like you to respond 
with action steps.  Here’s the message in a nutshell based on Luke 12:13-21 “The 
Parable of the Rich Fool”: 

 

*Every person can overcome tendencies towards greed by utilizing these three practices: 
 

1. One, by examining one’s life of the signs of greed 
 There are possible signs that you may have a greediness or “scarcity mentality” issue.   
 

For example: 

• Are you often trying to get something for less? 

• Are you growing your wealth but giving very little away? 

• Are you rarely content or feeling you just don’t have enough, even though you DO have 
enough? 

• Do you think like this… “how can I get more…money…stuff…” 

• Do you try to keep up with the Joneses  

• Are you a Low tipper 



• Do you have anxiety or fear about not having enough, that it’s hard for you to trust God? 

• Do you rarely show signs of gratitude or thanksgiving? 

• Do you share little but keep most of your blessings and resources to yourself? 

• Are you trying to figure out each and every day how you can give and bless more or how 
you can gain more, for yourself? 

 

2. Two, by reading the gospel of Luke as it reminds us how to live generous lives.  Read 
the whole gospel of Luke this week.  Yes, the whole thing…really! 
 

3. Three, by restructuring our lives with practicing generosity. 

• Get your household in order!  7 out of 10 households live paycheck to paycheck.  Many 
do not have a budget and do not know solidly where their money goes. The best 
resource I’ve experienced is called Financial Peace University (9 week course on 
Finances).  Just google FPU, put in your zip code and you’ll find the classes available in 
our area like Saint Luke Lutheran Church hosting on Tuesdays at 6:30pm starting Sept. 
6th.  Just do it, it will change your life! 

• Give your first fruits to God, not your leftovers.  In other words, whatever you make or 
receive, give God a portion before you pay bills and spend on yourself.  It’s a way of 
giving gratitude to God for the provision He has blessed you with.  And, it’s to further His 
kingdom on earth. 

• To break the chains of greed, do outrageous acts of generosity.  Maybe not over the top, 
but if you aren’t one to pick up the bill, do it!  Take people out to eat.  Provide a check to 
someone in their time of need or just for the fun of it.  Give more than people would ever 
expect and ENJOY the pleasure of blessing others! 

• Create space in your life to give of your time in helping others like Charlie did.  Be 
AVAILABLE.  If you are always too busy, then there’s no margin in your life to bless 
others with your presence and service. 

 

May God bless your week abundantly.  Begin your day in prayer in thanksgiving for the gift 
of this fresh new day.  Center yourself in service that whatever do, in word or do, do it in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Tom Pietz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Pastor Tom pictured with his oldest son Tim and his wife Kris) 


