
Council Meeting Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Present: George Monis, Dave Johnston, Cindy Schlieve, Elaine Monis, Mary Hershoff, John Christenson, 

Justine Cadena, Oscar Kraft 

George opened the meeting with devotions. 

Secretary’s report – as distributed and corrected 

Treasurer’s report – John reported that the new financial secretary was let go. Nicole will be coming in 

temporarily to train John and get things caught up. An article will run in the Caller and bulletin again. 

Discussion was held regarding current pay rates for the financial secretary and church secretary position. 

A motion was made to increase the rates to $18/hr for financial secretary and $15/hr for church 

secretary. Motion passed. John reported that the fire monitoring system contract had been negotiated 

to $525/yr, and the elevator inspection contract is a 5 yr contract at $995/yr. Discussion was held 

regarding changing the outside locks on the church. Dave and John are checking with a locksmith.  

Call process update – As we continue to work on the Ministry Site Profile it was agreed to send the 

questions from sections 5 & 7 to the congregation via email asking for their responses. The council 

completed the questions in section 6.  

Synod rep, Kristin Nielsen has indicated that there are 3 candidates interested in the Interim Pastor 

position. We will interview them in June.  

Discussion followed regarding what are needs are for an Interim Pastor and whether we would require a 

full time or part time interim. Justine reported on the confirmation class and discussions she and Pr. 

Matt have had on possibly using a new online program from St. Mark’s. We are currently in the first year 

of a 2 year rotation of the “Here We Stand” curriculum, and she is familiar with the lessons. The council 

recommended staying with this program until we get a new pastor and we can re-visit the issue then. 

VBS is being organized by Melissa Meier and Kathy Monis. Justine and Elaine are meeting with the Youth 

Education members to discuss the Sunday School program for the fall. Visitation ministry is being led by 

Oscar Kraft and Dawn Freiburger. WMA reported that supply pastors have been scheduled through the 

end of June, and we are looking at possible visitor preaching opportunities in July. As we consider an 

Interim Pastor we should look at how he/she will complement the current lay leadership, support the 

ministries we have, and help us be passionate about living out our faith in this community. This could be 

a part-time position.  

Several members have expressed an interest in serving on the Call Committee. We are looking for a 

balance of ages, gender, and varied experience in the persons who will represent us on the committee. 

We hope to be ready to start the committee’s work in a couple months.  

Committee reports – The Finance Committee has recommended renting the parsonage as soon as 

possible. Discussion was held and the council agreed that it was not something we should pursue at this 

time. There are repairs that will need to be done first, and we are hoping that the call process will not 

take a long time. We should wait to see if the interim pastor or the new pastor will be using it.  

There will be a non-member wedding on Saturday, June 11 at 3:00pm. Mary will make sure that the 

church is open and is available during the ceremony.  



The extra copies of Living Lutheran purchased by WOG have arrived. They will be distributed after 

services. WOG will be reviewing Laura Lee’s “List of what I do” to determine how those functions will be 

covered.  

George & Elaine will be attending the Greater Milwaukee Synod Convention June 2 – 4. Election of the 

Synod Bishop will be held.  

Planned events – 

 June 5 – Graduate recognition Sunday 

 June 12 – Mission Trip blessing 

 June 21 – St. Ben’s meal 

 June 23 – Council meeting 

 July 31 – Ice Cream Social  

 Aug 4-7 – TEC 

 Aug 7 – 11 – VBS 

 Aug 9 – Blood drive 

 Aug 14 – Bluegrass & Sweetcorn Festival/Flea Market 

 Aug 14 – 21 – Family Promise 

 Sept. 10 – HOPE bike ride 

 Sept. 11 – Rally Day 

                         

We closed with the Benediction from the Lutheran Vespers and the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Hershoff 

Secretary 


