
St. Olaf Annual Congregational Meeting – May 1, 2016 minutes 

51 members present    

Pr. Matt opened with the final session of the new member class. Church is a relational place. Find out 

what you are good at, and use it to ‘Share God’s Love – Caring for Community’.  

President, George Monis, called the meeting to order.  

The minutes from the May 3, 2015 Annual Meeting were approved as written.  

The Treasurer’s report was given by John Christenson. The budget this year includes a line item for a 

Building Maintenance Fund that will help us start saving for future large repairs such as a new roof and 

air conditioning system. At our current rate of giving the mortgage should be paid off by July 2019 in 

time for our 175th Anniversary. The balance on the mortgage is $166,475.00. It was noted that 

fundraising efforts brought in significant contributions to our General Fund and Mortgage Fund. Maply 

syrup sales raised over $3600. Kudos to Roger Johnson and all who worked on his crews! Jane 

Christenson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Peggy Morrissey seconded. Motion passed.  

Pr. Matt gave his pastoral report. He encouraged us to continue being a loving, caring community. Our 

activities fall into three categories: 1. Heritage – Lutefisk & Ice Cream Social are a couple. Keep these 

going, but keep them fresh by ‘stacking’ other things with them – Scandi Butik, car show, doxology.; 2. 

Open Door – Wine & Beer, Bluegrass Festival are examples. Non-threatening opportunities for people to 

experience our church; 3. Missional – Family Promise, St. Ben’s – opportunities to reach out to care for 

community and others.  

Justine reported on a new Confirmation program that we will be exploring. It is cross-generational and 

presented on-line for families to learn together at home. Developed by St. Mark’s in Waukesha. Family 

Promise needs more volunteers. Clayton Klink will be an adult leader for the youth mission trip this 

summer – July 9 – 16.  

Oscar Kraft reported for Stewardship and encouraged us to: Take care of ourselves, share your 

resources, and take care of each other.  

Ron Egelseer reported on the Scrap metal drive. Prices are coming up again. Remember to drop your 

metal items off or contact him for a pick up.  

The Ministry Plan budget for 2016 is very similar to last year’s budget. Motion to accept the 2016 

proposed budget passed.  

George gave the President’s report. He thanked everyone for listening to the Holy Spirit and responding 

as the Lord leads us in sharing and caring. There will be many opportunities as we fill in the gaps being 

left by Pr. Matt and Laura as they embark on their new mission. We are committed to providing 

continuous pastoral care for our community, and to this end we have begun the process of attaining a 

new pastor. We will be meeting with the Synod representative this week for an informal exit interview 

with Pr. Matt and Laura. The Ministry Site Profile update has been started and we will work to complete 

it quickly so it can go online, and those pastors seeking employment can see the profile of our church. 

The Synod will work with us to provide an interim pastor, and meanwhile, we will be using the services 

of available supply pastors and our own resources for worship services. A call committee will be formed 

in the next weeks, and anyone who feels called to be on the committee should give their name to 



George or Mary. The entire call process can take 4-6 months or longer. Please pray for our church 

family, the church council, the call process, and for a new pastor. Pray for Pastor Matt and his family as 

he begins his ministry at a new congregation.  

Our Finance Secretary, Nicole Lipske, has left due to an increased work load at her other job. We have 

hired a new Finance Secretary, Miguel Suarez, and he will be working similar hours to those Nicole 

worked.  

Ron Egelseer motioned to adjourn the meeting. Jane Christenson seconded. Meeting adjourned.  

George presented a gift card for a stay at the Wisconsin Dells to Pr. Matt, Laura, Catherine and Elizabeth 

from the congregation. Cindy Schlieve presented a gift of Essential Oils to Laura Lee from Women of 

Grace. A Farewell & Godspeed was led by George with prayers of thankfulness for their ministry and 

witness among us, and blessings for them in their new journey.  

We closed with the Doxology. Lunch and fellowship followed. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Hershoff, Secretary 


