
Council Meeting Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Present: George Monis, Dave Johnston, Mary Hershoff, Laura Lee, John Christenson, Pr. Matt, Cindy 

Schlieve 

George opened the meeting with devotions – Luke 22 

Secretary’s report – as distributed 

Treasurer’s report – Offerings in February are down sharply – more than last year. Although mortgage 

donations from the offering plates are being transferred to the Mortgage Fund, the monies from Simply 

Giving donations are still going into the General Fund, so the amount owed to the Mortgage Fund has 

gone up again. All Wine & Beer profits this year will be given to the General Fund to pay down the 

amount owed to the Mortgage Fund. John distributed a report that showed where the funds raised by 

various groups and events were designated in 2015. $51,990 was raised by these efforts last year. Cindy 

moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Dave seconded. Motion passed.  

Sharing God’s Love – Caring for Community – “An Afternoon with Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton” will 

be held this Sunday Feb. 28 at St. Matthews Church in Wauwatosa. George & Elaine will be attending. 

The Ashippun Food Pantry needs more volunteers.    

Business –  

The Greater Milwaukee Synod Convention will be held June 2-4 at Carthage College. We will need 

representatives to attend. Pr. Matt will place an article in the Caller.  

Friendship Pads have been placed in all the pews. Pr. Matt will encourage people to sign and pass to 

everyone in the pew in an effort to get to know everyone. Outreach will collect, tabulate and contact 

people as needed.  

Name Tag Sunday will be April 10. 

Dave, Justine and Laura Lee will work out a plan to accommodate a TEC weekend immediately prior to 

VBS in 2017. 

A discussion was held regarding possible future use of our outdoor land space. Some ideas are to build a 

gazebo, playground area that could be used now and for possible Day Care use, and an outdoor 

basketball court.  

Church security was discussed. Need to regularly check east door. Perhaps we can update it with an 

automatic locking mechanism. Do we need a doorbell at the front door? 

Dawn Freiburger has agreed to be the coordinator for the Visitation Ministry.  

The Anniversary committee will work on coordinating a new Church directory – possibly with LifeTouch.  

Planned events – 

 March 13 – Commitment Sunday, Pie Social 

 March 19 – Wine & Beer event 



 March 21 – Blood drive 

Committees –  

Stewardship has distributed Commitment forms. Commitment Sunday is March 13.  

WMA is looking for someone to schedule acolytes. Debbie Siegrist was suggested as a possibility. We are 

also eventually looking to have volunteers to help run the AV for the projected worship services. Plans 

are in the works to have a choir at the 2017 Easter Services to sing a version of “Halleluia”.  

Sunday School children will receive ‘Resurrection Eggs’ again this year.  

Pastor’s Report – Pastor is excited with the development of several ideas coming from the 

congregation. Jill Solheim is interested in leading a Wellness class at St. Olaf. Members are encouraged 

to attend the Ecumenical Lenten services. Pastor is considering taking a “Grief & Loss” class on March 9 

as part of his continuing ed if it will fit in with his schedule. New member class plans are coming along 

well. Classes will be held April 10, 17, & 24 and new member Sunday will be May 1. Last day of 

Confirmation classes will be March 20. It will be led by Oscar Kraft and Jim Lumsden and held at Jim’s 

nursery. Confirmation is April 24. Pr. Matt, John and Jeff Millikin attended the Stewardship Fair on Sat. 

Feb. 6.  

We discussed how we might promote our Lutheran Colleges to our High School youth. Perhaps a tour in 

the fall or a presentation on Rally Day? 

We closed with the Benediction from the Lutheran Vespers and the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Hershoff 

Secretary 

Next meetings:  

 Monday, March 14 – 8:30am – Executive Committee at Mary’s home 

 Thursday, March 17 – 6pm – Council meeting 

 Sunday, May 1 – Annual Meeting 


