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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question:  What is Fat Tuesday? Is it Lutheran? 
And why would we celebrate it? 
 

Answer:  Fat Tuesday, or Shrove Tuesday, falls 
on the day before Ash Wednesday.  The word 
“shrove” is the past tense of the word “shrive” 
which refers to the confession of sins that was 
customary in Europe during the Middle Ages as a 
way to get ready for Lent. 
 

Shrove Tuesday developed in many creative 
ways over the centuries, but they almost all 
involve festivities related to food and drink.  
Among these were a way to use up the “luxury” 
items such as eggs, flour and sweets, which 
might be given up during Lent.   
 

In Latin America and France, parties and parades 
involving costumes, masks and beads were a part 
of the festivities.  In Germany, the day is called 
Fasching and they play practical jokes and throw 
parties.  In England, Ireland and Australia it’s 
called Pancake Tuesday where they celebrate 
with pancakes with sweet toppings.  In Poland 
and other Eastern Europe countries, they eat 
jelly-filled donuts and other pastries.  In all, it is a 
time of one last hurrah before the seriousness of 
Lent begins.  It is like saying good-bye to the 
friend of festivities before going on the 40 day 
journey of contemplation. 
 

That’s nice, but is it Lutheran?  Absolutely!  Many 
ELCA congregations celebrate Fat Tuesday.  
With all the diversity over the years we can even 
put our own spin on it.  Lent is an appropriate time 
to think about how much Jesus’ love and joy adds 
meaning in our lives.  It is good to simplify our 
lives so as not to be distracted from our focus on 
Jesus.  Fat Tuesday is also a good time to gather 
and celebrate one last time before we simplify 
and focus on our Lord. 
 

We are having a Fat Tuesday celebration this 
year on February 9th with pancakes, costumes 
and fun from 6-7 and with a burning of palms and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a short service to prepare our hearts for Lent at 
7:15.  The cost of the meal is $3 a person and 
there will be an additional Free Will Offering for 
the ELCA Good Gifts Program to buy pigs to help 
families develop a sustainable living.  Come and 
join the festivities!  
 

God’s Peace, 
 

Pastor Matt 
 

P.S. Please send me more questions.   
 
 

ST. OLAF NEWS 
With heartfelt condolences, we report the 
passage of Norma Chapman (12/24/15).  Please 
include Norma’s family in your prayers for 
strength and courage in their time of loss. 
 
FEBRUARY LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

February Altar Guild:  Kathie Howell 
           Kathy Larson 
February Counters:  Marilyn Carlson  
    Marie Galbraith 

Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 
Sat., Feb. 6 
5:00 p.m. 

Jane 
Christenson 

----------------- 

Sun.,  Feb. 7 
9:00 a.m. 

Mary 
Hershoff 

Sam 
Millikin 

Wed. Feb. 10 
7:00 p.m. 

Jane 
Christenson 

Alma 
Eggert 

Sat.,  Feb. 13 
5:00 p.m. 

Dawn 
Freiburger 

----------------- 

Sun.,  Feb. 14 
9:00 a.m. 

Cindy  
Schlieve 

Madelyn 
Schutze 

Sat., Feb. 20 
5:00 p.m. 

Dave 
Johnston 

----------------- 

Sun., Feb. 21 
9:00 a.m. 

Jenni 
Guenther 

Annah 
Guenther 

Sat.,  Feb. 27 
5:00 p.m. 

Dawn 
Freiburger 

----------------- 

Sun.,  Feb. 28 
9:00 a.m. 

George 
Monis 

Garrett  
Monis 

   

 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

The CALLER February 2016 
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
  7 Mark Cameron & Lisa Iaquinta (18)  

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Colin Hautala 
3 Laura Lee 
4 Kelly Bates, Dave Johnston 
6 Mary Hershoff, Andrea Roth 
7 Josh Bender, Braden Wetzel 
8 Julia Benson 
9 Ronelle Christenson 
10 Marilyn Carlson, Christopher Dauss 
11 DeAnn Slade 
12 Blondie Green, William Smithyman 
15 Dawn Christ 
17 Ronald Egelseer, John Roth 
18 Randall Bates, Christine Schultz 
19 Aldon Schlieve, Joseph St.George 
20 Pamela Eggert, Donald Freiburger 
21 Vivian Novobielski, Brian Solveson 
22 Kendra Krassman 
24 Hannah Roraff, Devin Siegmann 
25 Mary Johnson 
26 Garrett Monis, Patricia Warnecke 
28 Kaleb Bender 
 

SCANDI BUTIK 
Thank you to everyone who purchased items 
at the "Scandi Butik" during the Lutefisk 
dinner.  We had a very successful day of sales for 
our first attempt. All proceeds went to the Women 
of Grace.  Some items, which were not sold, are 
now available at the Neosho Co-op. The Co-op 
will re-open in early February following their 
winter break. So come on over and have a 
beverage and check out the Scandinavian items. 
All proceeds will continue to go to the Women of 
Grace. 

 
YOU’RE INVITED TO BREAKFAST 

You are invited to the 36th Annual Women's 
Ecumenical Breakfast on Saturday, February 13, 
2016 from 9:00 - 11:30 a.m., St. John's Lutheran 
Church, W334 N6990 Stone Bank Road, Stone 
Bank.  Speaker is Jean Kalscheur, Director of 
Education and Vision Services at Wisconsin 
Council of the Blind & Visually Impaired.  Please 
reply by Wednesday, February 10, to St. John's 
Church Office at 262-966-2034.  See our church 
kiosk for details. 

 
LEARNING LUKE’S MESSAGE 

Luke was a physician.  As such, he cared for 
other people.  Luke was also a teacher.  He wrote 
both letters—Luke and Acts—to teach the story of 
how Jesus also takes care of others and the world 
around us.  Sometimes we look at the Gospel 
message of Christ Jesus in a more general 
sense: how we learned it and heard it growing up 
in a basic way.   We have an upcoming 
opportunity in an Adult Bible Study to hear Luke 
as he wished it to be read.  We will look at some 
of the themes of what Luke was getting at when 
he put together the stories of Jesus and how he 
wants his readers to learn and grow in the care of 
Christ Jesus.  The dates for these classes are 
February 7, 14, 21, March 6, 13, 20, and April 3rd.  
They will be held on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. after 
worship.  Please mark your calendars and join us!  

 
TOGETHER IN FAITH 

Once again we will be starting our Together in 
Faith classes with our Sunday School families.  In 
February our students, along with parents, 
grandparents, baptismal sponsors and friends will 
be learning more about different aspects of our 
faith.  Each grade focuses on a different topic, 
such as the Ten Commandments, Martin Luther, 
the Apostles’ Creed or the Lord’s Prayer.  But for 
this class, the entire family is encouraged and  
instructed on how faith is something that we have 
every day and how we can learn to share that  
faith in our daily lives.  The program is non- 
threatening and the students learn a lot, 
sometimes as much as the parents do!   

 
FAT TUESDAY 

Fat Tuesday, a day of fun and feasting before the 
reflective season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, will be celebrated here at St. Olaf’s 
this year. Mark your calendars for Tuesday, Feb. 
9th 2016 and join us for pancakes, costumes, and 
fun from 6 – 7pm followed at 7:15 with the burning 
of palms and a short service preparing the church 
and our hearts for Lent.  Cost of meal is $3. 
Additional Free Will Offering for ELCA Good Gifts 
Program to buy pigs to help families develop a 
sustainable living. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
Ash Wednesday Service, a service of meditation 
and imposition of ashes, will be at 7pm, 
Wednesday, Feb. 10th  2016. **There will be no 
6:30am service this year** 

 
LENTEN ECUMENICAL SERVICES 

Services will be held at 7:00 P.M. at the 
following churches: 

Feb 17th - Holy Name of Jesus Evangelical 
Catholic Church (at Zion Lutheran) 
 

Feb.24th- St Catherine's of Alexandria 
Catholic Church (Mapleton) 
 

March 2nd- St. Olaf's Lutheran Church 
(Alderly) 
 

March 9th- St. Paul's Episcopal Church  
(Hwy P, Ashippun) 
 

March 16th- Zion Lutheran Church (Ashippun) 
 

 (Food & Fellowship to follow each service) 
 

FAMILY PROMISE – HELPING THE 
HOMELESS in 2016 

We thank all those that have volunteered in the 
past and look forward to new volunteers helping 
out.  Our next weeks of providing hospitality for 
homeless families will be Feb 14-21, May 8-15, 
August 14-21 and Oct. 23-30, 2016.  Our week in 
February will be here before we know it.   You can 
make a meal, partner with someone else and 
make part of the meal, serve and clean up after 
the meal, evening fellowship, or overnight with 
breakfast in the morning.   Overnight shift is 
finished by 7 a.m. when the guests leave for the 
day.   We really do need some new volunteers, 
as some of our regular overnight volunteers 
will be unavailable this February.   It’s an easy 
shift, you get to sleep, and just be available in 
case someone needs something.  Please check 
your calendars and sign up on the sheets posted 
in the Gathering area or call Elaine Monis or 
Justine Cadena to let them know how you are 
able to help out.    
 

NEED HELP MAKING MAPLE SYRUP 
The maple syrup season will start in late February 
or early March.  Being in the woods is fun, good 
exercise, and is an excellent way to get 
acquainted with other members of the church and 

community.  We can also use help with the 
bottling operation in the house.  If you would like 
to see how it's done, participate as you are able, 
or educate your children, we can put you on our 
group email list so you will know what we're doing 
each day of the season.  Contact Roger Johnson 
at farmstone@aol.com or 414-651-3915.   
 

SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR THE 
UPCOMING MAPLE SYRUP 

FUNDRAISER 
8 boxes narrow mouth rings and lids 
11 boxes narrow mouth lids only 
9 boxes wide mouth lids only 
No wide mouth rings or quart jars are needed 
Boxes of new narrow mouth pint jars are always 
welcome.  
Thanks! 

 
FORMED BY FAITH 
What Would It Take? 

Bob Sitze 
I may be wrong, but it’s possible that stewardship 
doesn’t hold the Church together as much as we 
hope it could. Funding God’s mission seems to 
get harder, we keep circling around time-honored 
stewardship concepts that don’t seem to carry 
much emotional freight, and an unspoken sense 
of dread often accompanies any mention or use 
of this word in churchly matters. 
 

At the same time, secular stewardship wisdom is 
available all around us. In fields such as positive 
psychology, financial planning, natural history, 
neurobiology, philanthropy or wisdom research, 
the ideals of stewardship are an integrating 
principle, a common part of the working 
vocabularies of these enterprises.  
 

A look back 
 

How did we get here? About two hundred years 
ago, “stewardship” and “funding God’s mission” 
got conflated. Great awakenings and global 
mission fervor motivated devout leaders to find 

Members of St. Olaf's Church are, as always, 
welcome to attend any of the church council 
meetings. They are held at the church on the 
4th Thursday of each month at 6 pm. Your 
ideas and opinions are always welcome.  

mailto:farmstone@aol.com
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ways of increasing support for the good work that 
churches could accomplish. Some parts of 
Scripture were pressed into promoting ideals that 
may not have matched the passages’ original 
intent. St. Paul’s “steward” analogy from first-
century economic life was fashioned into a larger 
doctrine that seemed to merge purposed mission 
with the means to achieve those goals. 
The Church took an originally secular concept 
and brought it into what seemed like ecclesiastical 
safe-keeping. But those who led the Church 
towards godly ideals such as generosity, simple 
living, altruism, or sacrificial living may not have 
noticed in the secular world similar stewardship 
revelations of the Spirit. 
 

Now, two hundred years later, some energy may 
have drained out of what had seemed to be a 
useful way of framing our identity and purpose as 
God’s people.  
 

What would it take to change? 
 

Perhaps we need to reset some of our thinking 
and behaviors. Some possible action strands 
come to mind: 

• What if we re-examined more 
insistently some of the commonly used 
biblical sources for stewardship 
theology? 

• What if we expanded our Scriptural 
stewardship searches into surprising 
and delightful places that we may have 
missed? 

• What if we tried to learn from the 
wisdom of leaders of secular 
enterprises who share our passion for 
stewardship at its radically practical 
levels? 

• What if we pared down our 
congregations’ central identity to this: 
We’re more than disciples—we’re 
stewards?  

 

A way forward 
 

Instead of constantly reemphasizing those two 
hundred year old beliefs, we may benefit from 
rethinking our stewardship theology and practice: 

• We might accept the possibility that 
we’ve overlooked the larger 
implications of stewardship theology for 
the vocational callings of God’s people. 

• We could seek their wisdom in these 
matters -- these are people who live as 
stewards out in the world that God so 
dearly loves. 

• We might unhook “funding God’s 
mission” from its grip on stewardship, 
so that, unencumbered by each other, 
both ideas could use their own 
strengths and power. 

• We could find new wisdom, excitement 
and energy in applying new exegetical 
tools to time-honored Scriptures. (e.g., 
What if the story of The Widow’s Mite 
was less about sacrificial giving and 
more about the ways religious leaders 
oppressed devout widows?) 

• We could retrace this part of sanctified 
living back to its first-century roots, and 
rebuild a theology (with accompanying 
practices) that centered on fulfilling 
God’s will. 

 

If we engaged in these fundamental changes, we 
could garner the attention of church members—
because we were paying attention to them! We 
could learn more about ethical, workable 
fundraising approaches. We might find new ways 
to express congregational vision. 
 

And we could follow the Spirit’s guidance into 
confident, courageous identities as faithful and 
capable stewards! 
 

SCRAP METAL DRIVE 
St. Olaf’s has been doing a metal scrap drive on a 
continuous basis.  Money collected has been and 
will continue to be applied to many church 
projects.  Everyone is urged to place metal items 
in dumpster located in the church parking lot.   
 

ANNUAL WINE & BEER TASTING  
MARCH 19, 2016 

St. Olaf’s 5th Annual Wine & Beer Tasting Event 
is on Saturday, March 19, 2016 from 6pm – 9pm. 
Come taste different beers and wines from local 
and national vendors. Enjoy some local food, live 
music and entertainment. There will also be 
raffles, baskets and a silent auction. Come join us 
for a fun night out. Price is $30 in advance/ $35 at 
the door (must be at least 21 years old).  For 
tickets, contact John Christenson @ 414-412-

http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
http://www.st-olaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Flyer-2015-Wine-Beer-tasting.pdf
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5530 or buy them on the website www.st-olaf.org 
click on the “what’s happening” tab, then “buy 
wine and beer tasting event tickets”. 
 

TUESDAY MORNING QUILTING 
Come and help! No experience needed. 

"Many hands make light work."  Tuesday 
mornings, 9:15 a.m., we make quilts. Many of our 
quilts are donated to Lutheran World Relief. LWR 
is a nonprofit organization that works with local 
partners to provide lasting solutions to poverty, 
injustice, and human suffering. Our quilts are 
made to provide warmth, but often find additional 
uses.   Need more encouragement? Questions?   
Call Elaine Monis 414-840-4629. 
 

REPORT ON A CHILD'S SMILE-2015  
by Roger Johnson 

The annual St. Olaf's A Child's Smile program 
definitely put smiles on the faces of children from 
local families facing hard times last Christmas. 
 

Thanks to those of you who participated by 
contributing money or gifts, recommending 
families in need, or delivering the gifts to the 
parents.  Thanks also to the members of the 
Parish Life Committee for their participation. I 
hope that your participation brought a smile to 
your face knowing that you helped provide a 
Christmas to some children who wouldn't have 
had much of a one without you.  I also hope that 
reading this report will bring yet another smile to 
your face. 
 

I'd like to express my appreciation to the friends 
of St. Olaf's who recognized the value of this 
program to our community, contributed $900, and 
challenged St. Olaf's Congregation to match it.   
 

The congregation met and exceeded that 
challenge by contributing $1,775 and about $150 
worth of caps, mittens, scarves, and toys.  107 gift 
cards for stores that sell children's items including 
books were purchased through the church's Scrip 
program.  The gift cards and other items were 
given to the parents of 81 local children from 
families that needed a helping hand. 
 

The following are some responses I received from 
two recipient parents and three people who found 
some of the families in need and delivered the 
gifts: 
 

"We want to thank you for the Christmas gift cards 
for our children.  They enjoyed new pajamas and 
toys.  This was greatly appreciated!  We hope you 
all had a wonderful Christmas and a happy New 
Year.  Thank you again for your kind thoughts." 
 

"Thank you for thinking of me and my family with 
the A Child's Smile program.  It worked!  It made 
me and my children SMILE.  My oldest child was 
able to pick out gifts for the younger children.  I 
think this was his favorite part of the Christmas 
season.  This program is a perfect example of 
caring for community.  Thank you for letting us be 
a part of it.  It is very much appreciated." 
 

"Thank you for thinking of our Saylesville families 
this holiday season. Have a wonderful Christmas.  
The Saylesville staff" 
 

"When the wife came to the door, she welcomed 
me in, and when I explained why I was there and 
what St Olaf's was providing, she teared up, and 
so did I.  She kept saying how nice this was.  I 
told her that I remember being in that situation 
with a young family and that I knew things would 
work out for them. We went in the room where her 
husband was. We talked about unemployment, 
and I suggested that he use the many resources 
available at the Workforce Center in Waukesha. 
He seemed motivated to do so and is working 
hard to get a job.  I was proud to represent St 
Olaf's and thought about our mission statement of 
sharing God's love and caring for community.  
 

"Thanks again for your A Child's Smile 
project.  We were able, with God's guidance, to 
nominate six families.  I did hear back from 
several of the families who were just blown away 
by the thoughtfulness and faithfulness of God. 
Two of the families in particular have 13 plus 
children.  They not only received their gift cards 
but extra hats, mittens, and gloves.  These little 
things added meant so much to them.  They 
expressed to me how much of a burden this 
program toke off them at this time of year.  The 
recently single father and his two boys were just 
thrilled that they had a little something for 
Christmas this year.  If not this program, gifts 
would not have happened.  We ourselves were so 
blessed by the thoughtfulness of including us.  As 
you know, my husband has been off of work four 
months with no pay due to injury, and it's very 
very tight.  God always provides, and even though 

http://www.st-olaf.org/
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Christmas is not about material things, it sure is 
icing on the cake.  Thanks for everything." 
 

Lastly, some of the friends of St. Olaf's, who 
contributed so generously, told me they would be 
on board to challenge St. Olaf's again when A 
Child's Smile - 2016 rolls around.  God is indeed 
good. 
 

BREATH PRAYER 
You are half way there.  Discover the rest of the 
story.  Meet with Oscar Kraft on February 28 at 
10:15 during Education Hour. 

 
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING    

Bring a donation & non-perishable food items  
Either on Saturday, Feb. 6 at 5:00 p.m. 
AND/OR on Sunday Feb. 7 at  9:00 a.m. 

 

Please support “SOUPER BOWL OF CARING”, 
a nationwide youth effort to tackle hunger in 
communities.  Monetary donations and non-
perishables will be collected and given to the 
Ashippun “Bread Basket” Food Pantry and 
Hartford Food Pantry.   Canned fruit, canned 
vegetables, boxed or canned main dishes, 
granola bars, oatmeal, & peanut butter & jelly 
are suggested. 
 

Our youth will be serving small cups of rice in 
place of the usual treats during our Coffee 
Hour following worship service on Sunday, 
Feb. 7th as a reminder that this is a main 
source of food for some people in areas 
struggling with hunger.        
 

MOVIE  NIGHT/CHILI SUPPER  
Saturday, February 20, 2016   6-8:45 p.m.  

We will be showing “War Room” at Movie night for 
Parents, Youth, Mentors, and other adults on Sat. 
Feb. 20th.   We will begin by sharing a Chili 
Supper at 6 p.m. and start the movie at 
approximately 6:45 p.m.    If you have not seen 
the movie, we encourage you to do so.  It’s based 
on the “Power of Prayer” and about a family.  
Even if you have seen it and would like to see it 
again, please join us.  It will be shown in the 
Fellowship Hall and you are welcome to bring a 
lawn chair, blanket or sleeping bag to make 
yourself comfortable.   If anyone is able to make 
a pot of chili for this Cross-Generational 
event, please let Justine know or sign up on 

the advertising flyer posted in the Gathering 
area.  Families/parents are encouraged to 
attend!   Any “Family Promise” families that are 
with us during that week in February will be able 
to join us for our Movie/Chili supper night. 
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NEWS  regarding Opportunities for YOUTH & Families 
       For February, 2016      Mark your calendars so you won’t miss out 
         Check out our Youth event pictures on our St. Olaf Youth Facebook; access from our St. Olaf website 
 

“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING”    
Bring a donation & non-perishable food items  

Either on Saturday, Feb. 6 at 5:00 p.m.   AND/OR on  Sunday Feb. 7 at  9:00 a.m. 
1 service point for Confirmation Class students if you help with this 

 

Please support “SOUPER BOWL OF CARING”, a nationwide youth effort to tackle hunger in 
communities.   Bring non-perishables and monetary donations which will be collected and given to the 
Ashippun “Bread Basket” Food Pantry and Hartford Food Pantry.   Canned fruit, canned vegetables, 
boxed main dishes, granola bars, oatmeal, & peanut butter & jelly are suggested.     
Youth can participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring at either the Sat. or Sunday worship service and help to 
serve the rice cups after worship on Sunday.  Sign up on the Youth board calendar and get a point for 
service on your chart.  
 

INFORMATION MEETING FOR OUR MISSION TRIP THIS SUMMER 
On  Sunday, Feb. 7, 2016   following our Education Hour 

It’s time to plan our summer mission trip which is tentatively set for July 9-16, 2016.  Any Youth in 8th grade 
or up that are interested in going should attend the meeting with a parent.  Details of the trip will be 
discussed.  
 

TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) weekend is Feb. 12-14, 2016 
It’s a very meaningful weekend to help teens learn about our Lutheran faith and what the love of God 
means for us. It’s a time to share with other Christian youth in a variety of ways.  Applications may still be 
accepted and are on the Youth board in hallway or on the www.badgertec.org website.  Check it out!  We 
have 4 of our St. Olaf youth that already attended a weekend attending in Feb. to work on team which is 
another growing in faith experience.  Those going to serve on Team are:  Devin & Makenna Dunn, Gabe 
Hoffmann, Madeline Millikin.  The adults from St. Olaf that will be on Team are Dave Johnston & Justine.   
Talk to Justine if interested in attending this faith building weekend. 
 

MOVIE  NIGHT/CHILI SUPPER  
Saturday, February 20, 2016   6-8:45 p.m.  

We will be showing “War Room” at Movie night for Parents, Youth, Mentors, and other adults on Sat. Feb. 
20th. We will begin by sharing a Chili Supper and start the movie at approximately 6:45 p.m.   If you have 
not seen the movie, we encourage you to do so.  It’s based on the “Power of Prayer” and about a family.  
Even if you have seen it and would like to see it again, please join us.  It will be shown in the Fellowship 
Hall and you are welcome to bring a lawn chair, blanket or sleeping bag to make yourself comfortable.   If 
anyone is able to make a pot of chili for this Cross-Generational event, please let Justine know or 
sign up on the advertising flyer posted in the Gathering area.  Families/parents are encouraged to 
attend!    
 

Who can go to the “SYNOD YOUTH RETREAT” for Jr. High & High School Youth 
March 4-6, 2016   at Camp Minikani in Hubertus   

It will be a new experience to be inspired.  Need to register asap, spots fill up fast! 
It will be another weekend of learning and growing in our Lutheran faith.  It’s an event for youth from many 
churches, near and far.  $125 per participant includes 5 meals, lodging, and all sessions.  You pay only 
$65, a portion of your registration will be paid for you.  Anyone needing help paying the registration fee, 
let Justine know.  You may just have a good time, learn something new, or see someone you know 
there. Other youth from area High Schools will be participating.   If you cannot attend the entire time due to 
a prior commitment, or cannot stay overnight, you may still go and come when your schedule allows. Talk  
to Justine.     
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St. Olaf Quarterly Congregational Meeting Jan. 10, 2016 minutes 
 

25 members present  
   
The meeting was opened with devotions by President, George Monis. 
 

1. The proposed By-laws change: Addition to the By-Laws under section 'B13.07.07 Duties of the 
Council Chair Committees' – “Community Events Committee: Shall assist and facilitate the 
implementation of the community events held at St. Olaf Church” was read. Peggy Morrissey moved 
to approve the change. Jeff Millikin seconded the motion. Discussion followed and included a desire 
to see this committee as a line item in the budget. A paper vote was taken and the motion passed.  
 

2. A Financial Report was given by Treasurer, John Christenson. Total income to date for Fiscal Year 
2015 has been $139,240.22. Of that, $113,780.85 has been generated by the offering plate 
including Simply Giving.  Matching Fund drive generated $7297.00. Scrap metal added $2710.50 
and Community Events added $10,078.23. 
 
Expenses for the year totaled $128,417.08. That left an excess $10,823.14 as Net Income. 
$7295.14 was transferred to the Mortgage Fund to reduce the amount owed by the General Fund. 
That leaves $3528 in the checking account. We currently owe the Mortgage Fund $7823. Last year 
at this time we owed over $15,000 to the Mortgage Fund.  
 
The Mortgage Fund balance at Hustisford Bank is currently $16,325 including $1200 in transit. Last 
year at this time we had a balance of over $21,000. Our mortgage is currently at $178,478. At the 
current payment of $4600, we will have the mortgage paid off in 42 months.  
 
Our ELCA Benevolence commitment of $8500 was met for the Fiscal Year 2015, The Synod 
considers January 1st – December 31st their FY, while St. Olaf’s FY is April 1st – March 31st.  
 
Roger Johnson asked whether or not the WOG direct their benevolence giving through the church 
financial structure. Discussion followed. A motion was made by Dave Johnston as follows: ‘We 
recommend that any monies given to benevolences from any St. Olaf Church group be directed 
through the church checking account. ‘ Motion seconded by Gerry Bohen. Motion passed.  
 

3. George announced that St. Olaf Church will be celebrating its 175th Anniversary on December 8, 
2019. We would like to get an ad hoc planning committee started, and asked for volunteers. Those 
who volunteered to help – George Monis, Oscar Kraft, Lisa Ray-Christenson, Dave Johnston, Jeff 
Millikin, and Jane Christenson.   

 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Hershoff, Secretary 
  


