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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question: A couple of weeks ago, you mentioned 

that God is everywhere, yet we don’t see him. I 
like that God is everywhere, but can you help me 
understand it better? 
 
Answer:  I recently read an analogy I think might 
help. When a radio station broadcasts, it sends 
radio waves through the air. Some stations send 
out stronger signals, some send out weaker 
signals. We are always surrounded and 
bombarded with radio waves. So why aren't we 
deaf from all the noise? Because we can't hear 
the sounds unless we have a radio which is tuned 
to the proper frequency.

God's presence is not only everywhere, but within 
everything. God's name, Yahweh, is a contraction 
of the Hebrew words for "was," "is," and "will be," 
because he is the God of creation, and God's 
constant presence is what keeps all of creation in 
existence.

However, just like our ears don't hear radio 
waves, we generally do not sense God's 
presence in this world. But we do find ourselves 
“tuning in” from time to time.  When those 
blessings occur, they often "strengthen" the signal 
of God's presence and fine tune our receptors, 
making us more aware of it. Participating in 
worship often makes it much easier to sense 
God's presence in the world. Prayer, reading 
scripture and devotionals, and Christian education
help us become more aware of God's presence in 
life.

There are times where we seem out of tune with 
God, but God is still there.  As Jesus said, “I am 
with you always to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:20)

God’s peace,

Pastor Matt 

P.S.  Keep sending questions.

PASTOR MATT’S OFFICE HOURS:  
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM EVERY MONDAY 

A BIG VBS THANK YOU
It takes a lot of people to put on a great VBS. We 
have so many happy, willing volunteers who help 
each year. SonSpark Labs was no exception, and 
we had a fantastic week, exploring God’s plan for 
us while learning more about science. This year 
we even had a blood drive coincide with 
VBS. What a great way to share with others in 
our community and look a little more at the great 
things God does through people. The Education 
Committee would like to give a big thank you to all 
those who worked so hard in so many different 
ways: teachers, guides, musicians, food 
preparers, planners, decorators, students, adults, 
volunteers. Thank you, thank you, thank you!  

 
SEPTEMBER LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

September Altar Guild: Paula Lumsden
Jane Christenson

September Counters: Jim Lumsden
Rob Howell
Ron Egelseer  

Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 

Sat., Sept 5
5:00 p.m.

Jane
Christenson

-----------------

Sun., Sept 6
9:00 a.m.

Pam
Eggert

Braden
Wetzel

Sat., Sept 12
5:00 p.m.

Cindy
Schlieve

-----------------

Sun., Sept 13
9:00 a.m.

Mary
Hershoff

Matthew
Siegrist

Sat., Sept 19 
5:00 p.m.

Dave
Johnston

-----------------

Sun., Sept 20 
9:00 a.m.

Cindy 
Schlieve

Alaina
Roth

Sat., Sept 26 
5:00 p.m.

Jane
Christenson

-----------------

Sun., Sept 27 
9:00 a.m.

Jenni
Guenther

Ben
Guenther
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Trevor & Emily Millikin (3)
4 Mark & Ronelle Christenson (16)
7 Dale & Deonne Eske (41)
14 James & Cheryl Monnahan (47)

Mark & Debra Solveson (30)
15 Jerry & Cindy Schlieve (42)
17 John & Andrea Roth (21)
18 Steven & Michelle Brenner (15)
19 Earl & Deborah Christenson (34)
21 Marco & Susan Tudjan (42)
24 Randall & Jean Bates (27)
27 Douglas & Peggy Morrissey (23) 

 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

2 Lily Byerly
3 Diane Wolf
5 Chelsea Schuett
7 Pr. Matt Lee
9 Peggy Morrissey
11 Alyssa Kreger
12 Doug Schuett
13 Larry Christopherson, Mary Ellen Nelson
16 Amy Mason, Krista Stewart
17 Cynthia Birkel, Morgan Kielisch, 

Ryan Parker, Miranda Parker
18 Allen Warnecke
21 Jean Bates
22 Sadie Holzman, Lon Johnson
23 Mary Millikin, Samantha Solveson
24 Cody Millikin, Eric Rettler, 

Makenzie Tremblay
25 Josie Ray Christenson, Brock Solveson
26 Cameron Meier
28 Christie Johnson, Tracy Marx, 

Debbie Stephan
29 Tonya Werner
30 Karson Reed

OUTREACH FOR HOPE FAMILY BIKE RIDE 
WWW.OFHBIKERIDE.COM 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO PARTICIPATE!  
HERE ARE 4 WAYS: 

1. Register - For the first 
300 Registrations, co-
sponsors Brennan’s
Market and Pavement 
Consulting, LLC will 
donate $10 per registration to Outreach for 
Hope. Be one of the first 300 riders to help 

generate $3,000 for Outreach for Hope! 
(See Rider Registration) Online 
registration closes on Sept. 10th

–Walk-
up’s are welcome the day of the ride.

2. Ride - Enjoy biking with family and friends 
of all ages on roads or trails in the beautiful 
Kettle Moraine.

3. Raise Funds -  

Sponsor a Rider - And for every online 
donation to riders' web pages, an 
anonymous donor will contribute another
$10 to Outreach for Hope. The more 
sponsors for more riders, the more support 
for Outreach for Hope ministries.

Make a Donation - And respond to the 
challenge of those donors who have 
already committed $50,000 toward this 
year's goal of raising $120,000.

4. Volunteer - There are over 100 positions 
available. (See Volunteer Registration)

If you are reading this after Sept. 12th the ride is 
over, but the need continues.  Donations received 
by Sept. 30th help us reach our goal of $120,000 
to assist 19 ministries of the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod.

 
 

ST. OLAF NEWS 
Congratulations to Angela Becker and Jason 
Rosio who were joined in marriage on August 
22nd.  We wish many happy years to this couple!

 
YOU’RE INVITED 

Our annual welcome to the newly baptized, the 
Cradle Roll Party, is being planned. Watch the 
bulletin for details. Do you want to help? Call
Elaine 414-840-4629. Women of Grace welcome 
and appreciate your participation. Thank you!

RALLY DAY IS QUICKLY 
APPROACHING 

Sunday, September 13 is Rally Day--the day we 
kick off a new education year. This year's service 
will continue to light the spark that we started 
during SonSpark Labs VBS with some science-
themed devotions, sure to please and inspire. 
Following the worship service, we will pack school 
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kits and fill out registration forms, and then we will 
have a small lunch of BBQ and ham sandwiches. 
Please join us at 9 a.m. for a fun-filled service for 
the whole family. 

 

SUNDAY EDUCATION HOUR 
The book A Message from Jessie was written by 
Buck Blodgett. It is the tragic story of the murder 
of his daughter Jessie on July 15, 2013 in 
Hartford, Wisconsin, and the legacy project, 
LOVE>hate, that was born out of that tragedy. 

Some of you may be very aware of both the 
murder and the LOVE>hate Project, but others in 
the congregation may not have heard about it. 
Buck Blodgett will be our guest speaker on 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH, AT 10:15 A.M. in 
the Fellowship Hall. Buck will share with us 
Jessie's story, who she was, what happened, his 
reaction, and her legacy project. 

Buck's preface to his book is very powerful and 
reads as follows:

"I don't mean to offend your religious beliefs or 
speak as if I have any closer connection to God 
than you do, and you can call me crazy, but I'm 
not crazy. And if your religious beliefs can't harbor 
that a murderer could be forgiven, then they don't 
fully grasp Unconditional Love. 
 But that's OK. None of us can fully grasp 
Unconditional Love. I think we'll understand it 
much better when we're done here, like Jess 
does now." 

I invite members and guests, from high school 
age through adult, to join us for this very special 
program. We can all benefit from remembering 
that LOVE is greater than (>) hate. Please feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions 
about this program.

Cindy J. Schlieve, Chair
Adult Education Committee

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 

HELPED MAKE OUR FAMILY PROMISE 

GUESTS COMFORTABLE AND 

WELCOME AT ST. OLAF! 

“GODSPELL” PRESENTED BY THE 
FALL PATIO PLAYERS IN 

MENOMONEE FALLS 
SUNDAY MATINEE is October 11, 2015  

@ 2:00 PM 
Leave church at 11:30 after Education Hour 

We are planning an off campus event for Youth, 
Parents, Families, Mentors and other Adults to go 
see “Godspell” together.  We would like to enjoy 
dining out for Pizza for lunch in Menomonee Falls 
beforehand. (place to be decided)

GODSPELL Musical- a masterful retelling of the 
original sensation in which a small group of 
people help Jesus Christ tell different parables by 
using a wide variety of games, storytelling 
techniques, and a hefty dose of comic timing. An 
eclectic blend of songs ranging in style are used 
as the story of Jesus’ life dances across the 
stage, dissolving into the Last Supper and the 
Crucifixion, Jesus’ messages of kindness.

$15.00 ADULTS and $13.00 SENIORS and
STUDENTS   (Student tickets paid for by St. Olaf)  
Please e-mail or text Justine who is able to go by 
Rally Day Sunday, Sept. 13th so we can order the 
tickets.   

 

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE 
Recently, the Stewardship and Finance 
Committees sent a letter along with the quarterly 
statements asking for help to cover some of our 
expenses during the summer months.  We have 
had some members tell their personal giving 
stories to the congregation, emphasizing what it 
means to them in giving to the church and how 
they have increased their giving in order to help 
St. Olaf’s meet their operating expenses.

In July, we have been able to meet our operating 
expenses, moved mortgage monies to the 
mortgage fund and have sent money to the Synod 
to meet benevolence.  This is a good sign (for a 
summer month) typically giving goes down during 
this time of the year. As an update, in August we 
have seen plate offering rise.  Now we need to 
continue our giving as God gives to us.

We still have a ways to go in maintaining our 
ability to operate, but, this is encouraging that a 
response came from members in a time of 
need.
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There has also been an increase in “Simply 
Giving”.  I believe that was a response to the 
stewardship effort. “Simply Giving” is a wonderful 
way of supporting the church-whether you can 
make it to church weekly or not.

Thanks to all who are participating in this effort. I 
look forward to more personal stories of how God 
has blessed us and how we can help our church 
and the church as a whole continue to thrive as a 
community of Jesus.

There will be many opportunities in the future to 
support the church in many ways.  Thanks again 
for all your efforts.

John Christenson
Treasurer

WHAT IS GENEROSITY? 
Adam J. Copeland

In a class exercise, David King asked us to stop 
and consider the generous people we’ve
encountered in our lives. When we did so, 
financial giving was perhaps part of their story, 
but just as likely to surface were other forms of 
generosity. People might be generous by sharing 
their time, skills, knowledge, or even their gift of 
listening well and asking good questions.

When we address generous giving in our 
congregations, it’s important not to limit our 
imagination of those so-called “generous givers”
as those who give the highest dollar amounts. 
Generous giving takes many forms. Plus, when it 
does come to financial giving, let’s not forget 
members who depend on relatively small incomes 
streams, but who give a large portion of those 
financial resources to ministry. These generous 
folk may not show up on our list of “top ten 
givers,” but surely we should describe them as 
generous.

In the book The Paradox of Generosity: Giving 
We Receive, Grasping We Lose, Christian Smith 
and Hilary Davidson describe generosity this way:

“Generosity is the virtue of giving good things to 
others freely and abundantly. It is a learned 
character trait that involves attitude and action 
entailing both the inclination and actual practice of 
giving liberally. It is not a haphazard behavior but 
a basic orientation to life…”

Smith and Davidson’s work suggests generosity 
may be measured by looking at financial 
giving, and also…volunteering, relational giving 
(social connections), neighborly generosity (care 
and hospitality toward one’s neighbors), and self-
evaluated generosity. In other words, like all 
stewardship, generosity is holistic. It includes 
financial giving, but cannot be limited to money.

When I think of the people in my life I’ve
experienced as particularly generous, I recall:

• The generosity of confirmation mentors 
who gave of their time, and shared their 
wisdom, with high school youth in my 
congregation growing up.

• The generosity of my internship 
congregation’s newsletter folding team 
who every month, without fail, folded 
hundreds of newsletters to be mailed to 
members of the congregation.

• The generosity of a friend who 
developed a pen pal relationship with 
an inmate on death row.

• The generosity of a neighbor who 
mowed my lawn, just because.

• The generosity of donors who funded 
my seminary education.

Like all virtues, generosity can be learned. And, 
like all spiritual practices, generosity takes, 
well, practice. With practice, in response to God’s
generous grace, we can succeed in becoming 
more generous ourselves.

As you seek to follow God this week, look 
particularly for those times and places where you 
see generosity. Notice generosity—in all its 
incarnations. Give thanks for generosity. Tell 
others when you see it. And, with in a prayerful 
spirit, respond in kind.

 
 HEAR YE…HEAR YE 

 
We are looking for alumni of the Junior and 
Chancel choirs to reunion for song on Saturday, 
October 24, 2015 at 5:00pm for our Harvest fest.  

We are also looking for anyone who likes to sing, 
to join us for caroling at 1:30pm on Saturday, 
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December 19, 2015 as we will be going to sing 
carols for the residents at Shorehaven.  

Please contact Mary Hershoff 
(mary.onewhiterose@gmail.com) or Susie Grulke
(hgrulke@wi.rr.com) 

 
ST.OLAF SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESENTS

BLINDED BY THE LIGHT 
THE CONVERSION OF PAUL 

 

September 20-October 11 
The REAL “Extreme Makeover”

The Holy Spirit came to the disciples and other 
followers of Jesus after his death and 
resurrection. The Holy Spirit enabled them to then 
take the Good News about Jesus to the ends of 
the earth. But the same people who killed Jesus 
were still unhappy about these people who they 
felt were not following the Law of Moses. So the 
new Christians were persecuted. Saul of Tarsus 
was one of the Pharisees persecuting the 
followers of Jesus. One day on the road to 
Damascus, where he was going to arrest more 
believers, Saul met Christ in the form of a blinding 
light. Saul was transformed by that encounter and 
became one of the greatest Christian 
missionaries.

The focus for this rotation will be the dramatic 
change and turnaround in Saul’s life on the road 
to Damascus. We all have things in our lives that 
we would like to change. God wants all of us to 
recognize our need for Jesus Christ’s love and 
forgiveness in our lives. Sometimes this 
conversion can be a sudden, dramatic event as it 
was for Saul. Sometimes it can be a slow, 
growing awareness of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives. The type of conversion is not 
the important thing. Recognizing God’s presence 
and deciding to live according to God’s will is 
what is important. Following God’s will requires 
that we remain willing to change with God’s help. 

The story of Saul’s amazing conversion gives us 
hope for our own transformation. If God can 
change the heart of someone like Saul, God can 
change anyone! For “with God nothing is 
impossible.”

 
 
 

Sunday School Classes
• In the Oasis Café we will make Paul’s

potato chips that show us how we can 
change things.

• In Colors of Faith we will make fish scales 
to cover our eyes and make puppets or 
dioramas of Saul’s conversion. 

• In Creation Exploration we will witness 
some amazing transformations that show 
how God can forgive, and we will make 
some maps of our own journeys.

• In Jammin’ with Jesus we will play some 
exciting games as we travel to 
Damascus. 

Our focus verse:
“Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person.

The past is forgiven, and everything is new.”
2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

WOMEN OF GRACE 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2015 6:00PM 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 
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NEWS  regarding Opportunities for YOUTH & Families 
September, 2015            Mark your calendars so you won’t miss out  

 

                                  OUTREACH FOR HOPE  WALK/BIKE RIDE  Sept. 12  for all ages 
Riders and Walkers are needed to join in for a Synod wide event which includes people from area churches coming 
together to bike or walk to support the churches in the inner city of Milwaukee.  Anyone interested can register online 
or fill out a Pledge form here at church. www.outreachforhope.org
See the related article in the caller and let Justine know if you would like to join in or sponsor someone who will be 
riding or walking.  We would meet here at 8:00 a.m. on Sat. Sept. 12 and carpool to Dousman.  If riding a bike, we 
will transport your bike for you.  

 

RALLY DAY/Orientation  Sunday, Sept. 13th     
9:00 a.m. worship, Confirmation Class & High School Youth Orientation Day to follow at 10:15 a.m. 

1 point for Confirmation Class students 
Rally Day is the day we celebrate and give thanks for the upcoming education year.  We will have Orientation, get to 
know one another in our group, and join together as we prepare for the upcoming education year. 
Students should come equipped with your Bible, a folder, notebook, and a pen and pencil.  (incoming new students 
will receive a new Bible)   Meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 EDUCATION HOUR that includes all ages begins Sunday, Sept. 20th  at 10:15 a.m. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL for children preschool thru 6th grade 

CONFIRMATION CLASS      for 7th & 8th Graders  (1 class point) 
INVITATION for High School students and Adult Bible Study Group 

The Confirmation Class, High School Group, Parents, Mentors, and other Adults will gather at 10:15 in the 
Fellowship Hall to hear about the Love>hate project from guest speaker, Buck Blodgett, a Hartford resident. 

See the related article in the Caller  
 

  ASHIPPUN  “BREAD BASKET” FOOD  PANTRY  NEEDS  YOU 
Wed. Sept. 30th   6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  

1 service point for Confirmation Class students 
I’ve heard it said many times, “I really like going to the food pantry.”  Any ages welcome to go, including high school 
youth, younger youth, and parents.   PLEASE sign up on the Youth board calendar or send Justine a message & 
bring a pack of juice boxes to donate to the pantry.   

SHOREHAVEN  NURSING  HOME  
High School Youth go on Sunday, Sept. 27th    9:00 a.m. till Noon 

We need a few high school youth and a parent or two to take some youth to Shorehaven Nursing Home this day to 
go wheel the elderly to chapel, stay for worship with them, and wheel them back to their living area.  Bring a smile to 
many faces, including their volunteers.  I was told that we are so much appreciated for our commitment to help them 
on the 4th Sunday of the month.    

Cross-Generational Event – “Godspell” presented by the Fall Patio Players in 
Menomonee Falls 

SUNDAY MATINEE is October 11, 2015 @ 2:00 PM
Leave church at 11:30 after Education Hour 

We are planning an off campus event for Youth, Parents, Families, Mentors and other Adults to go see “Godspell”
together.  We would like to enjoy dining out for Pizza for lunch in Menomonee Falls beforehand. (place to be 
decided)

GODSPELL Musical- a masterful retelling of the original sensation in which a small group of people help Jesus 
Christ tell different parables by using a wide variety of games, storytelling techniques, and a hefty dose of comic 
timing. An eclectic blend of songs ranging in style are used as the story of Jesus’ life dances across the stage, 
dissolving into the Last Supper and the Crucifixion, Jesus’ messages of kindness.
$15.00 ADULTS and  $13.00 SENIORS/STUDENTS   (Student tickets paid for by St. Olaf) 
Please e-mail or text Justine who is able to go by Rally Day Sunday, Sept. 13th so we can order the tickets.   
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Stretching Your Grocery Dollar

Each month Ruby's Pantry offers a "Hand-Up, not a Hand-Out" to families who eat/cook. St. Peter's 

Lutheran is pleased to partner with Ruby's Pantry by providing a site to host a monthly food 

distribution.

Food Distribution dates/times: 

2nd Tuesday of each month starting August 11th

Location:

St. Peter's Church of Lebanon/W4661 County Rd MM/Lebanon/WI/53047 just 7 miles NE of 

Watertown via County Road R

Registration opens at 4:00 p.m. - food distribution opened by 5:00 p.m. 

In return for a $20.00 cash donation to Ruby's Pantry, you will receive a generous amount of 

groceries to help stretch your family budget. 

Please bring two large boxes or laundry baskets to carry your groceries.

For more information, please contact the church office at: 920-925-

3547 orsecretary@stpetersoflebanonwi.org-http://stpetersoflebanonwi.org/ or look us up on 

Facebook.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


