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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question:  I started reading Genesis and got to 

the story of Noah.  What is the significance of the 
rainbow?  I always considered them a natural 
phenomenon.

Answer:  I like your question.  It mixes science, 
scripture and our God-given rational mind 
together.  It opens up my creative mind in 
wonderful ways.  Let’s begin with the story of 
Genesis to make sure we are all on the same 
page.  After all, Noah’s Ark is one of the most 
popular nursery themes, but there are parts of the 
story not included in nurseries.

The story of Noah is found in Genesis 5-9.  The 
essence of the story is that humankind became 
so corrupt that God decided it must be destroyed 
with a flood.  The only ones to survive were Noah 
and his family whom God instructed to build an 
ark (really big boat).  God instructed them to fill 
the Ark with animals that would repopulate the 
earth once the waters receded.  After a year, they 
were able to leave the Ark, and Noah built an altar 
and made a sacrifice to God.  The good smell of 
the sacrifice was pleasing to God. God said: I will 
no longer destroy the earth because of humanity, 
since they have evil inclination since their birth.  I 
will never destroy all living things as I have just 
done.  After God made this promise with Noah, 
God placed a rainbow in the sky as a reminder of 
this covenant.  

The rainbow, scripturally, allows us reflect on two 
things.  One is the brokenness of our humanity 
(often called sin).  Two, the rainbow reminds us of 
God’s grace (God’s willingness to forgive us out 
of God’s divine love).  The rainbow reminds us 
that God is faithful and remains true to God’s
word.

I also reflect on a third thing when it comes to 
rainbows.  I have been asked, “Why God didn’t 
stop the death of Jesus?”  With the hostility of 

humanity set on killing Jesus, it would have taken 
destruction to stop it.  As Jesus himself said: With 
a word I could call down an army of angels to 
protect me (Matthew 26:53).  But Jesus did not.  
The covenant of God’s rainbow—that is, not to 
destroy the world—seems to hold here.  What 
God chooses to do, instead, is transform 
humanity by making us one with Christ’s death 
and resurrection through our baptism (Romans 
6:5).  So, another blessing comes to mind when a 
rainbow is seen.  Not only the blessing of God’s
forgiveness, but the blessing that God improves 
us though our baptism into Christ Jesus.

I recently came across some ancient Hebrew 
writings that state there are some generations 
that do not see a rainbow.  The rainbow does 
represent humanity’s sinning but there are 
generations that are on such a high level of 
spirituality and righteous conduct that they are not 
able to see this symbol of sin.   

You also mentioned the rainbow is a natural 
phenomenon and that can cause some 
complications for certain people.  The rainbow is 
a natural phenomenon with a simple scientific 
explanation, and so it is reasonable to think that 
the rainbow existed prior to the flood. This duality 
of science and religion causes some to question, 
“Is God behind it all or is nature?”

I myself do not see a conflict, but there have been 
several explanations to this assumed contrast.  1) 
The rainbow existed before the flood, but after the 
flood God chose to make it a sign of humanity’s 
sinning.  2)  With the flood there were physical 
changes that allowed the rainbow to become 
visible.  3) The flood actually purified the world, 
and changes were made, such as the clouds 
becoming thinner (allowing rainbows).  This 
alteration and the rainbow that comes from it 
symbolizes humanity’s ability to continue purifying 
the world.  4) The rainbow was always there, but 
the righteous generations did not see it, and the 
more sinful were too self-consumed to pay it any 
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attention.  It wasn’t until God pointed it out that it 
became significant.

I do enjoy these explanations and if any of them 
work for you great.  But there is no need to set 
religion and science up against one another to 
figure out which one is right and which one is 
wrong.  They are two different ways of looking at 
the same world.

A wise man once told me, “Religion tells about the 
who, and science tells about the how.”  Religion 
and science each has its own set of language, 
and tells the story its own way. 

Religion deals in the realms of forgiveness, 
reconciliation, grace, mercy, love, care, 
boundaries, prayer, relationships and mysteries 
that go beyond the human realm, and yet these 
realities can be seen as expressed in our world.  
Just look at the story of President Woodrow 
Wilson, the son of a minister, who declared that 
Germany should be exonerated from paying off 
the debt of WWI, but was outnumbered in vote.  
Popular vote stated that restorations outshined 
forgiveness, which set the stage for WWII.  
Wilson’s agenda of forgiveness was finally sought 
after WWII which set the stage for some of the
most affluent times in history.

Science deals in the realm of atoms, cells, 
measurements, processes, and categories that 
also can be seen as realities in our world.  Bella 
Christopherson’s career choice of forensics, as 
she mentioned in a recent worship service, uses 
science to solve crimes that were once 
impossible, sometimes able to solve crimes on 
evidence most would consider minute.  

Both religion and science have their place and I 
believe each should rejoice in the existence of the 
other.  They both have their place in the world, 
and I feel greater cooperation would bring more 
benefit than competition.  And sometimes they 
can simply bring layered meanings to the same 
thing such as the rainbow.  Recognition of our 
own faultiness, rejoicing in forgiveness, hope for 
an improved tomorrow, and an absolutely 
beautiful display of colors in the sky.  With each, I 
say thanks be to God.

+6
God’s Peace,
Pastor Matt
P.S. Please send more questions.

July Lay Ministry Schedule
Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 

Sat., July 4
5:00 p.m.

Jane
Christenson

---------------------

Sun., July 5
9:00 a.m.

Cindy
Schlieve

Sam
Millikin

Sat., July 11
5:00 p.m.

Anne
Hautala

---------------------

Sun., July 12
9:00 a.m.

No Service at St. Olaf’s

Sat., July 18
5:00 p.m.

Anne
Hautala

---------------------

Sun., July 19
9:00 a.m.

Dawn
Freiburger

Kendra
Krassman

Sat., July 25
5:00 p.m.

Dave
Johnston

---------------------

Sun., July 26
9:00 a.m.

Jenni
Guenther

Elizabeth
Lee

July Altar Guild: Kathy Larson
Jane Christenson

July Counters: John Roth
Randy Buth
June Sumnicht
Mary Hershoff

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
9 Jerrold & Blondie Green (18)
15 George & Clara Birkel (48)

James & Rena Kowalski (15)
20 Dick & Linda Feutz (41)
22 Kenneth & Mary Ellen Nelson (43)
27 Dale & Edith Schlehlein (19) 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
2 Catherine VanLare
3 Lauryn Slade
5 Daniel Gannon
7 Katie Johnston
11 Sarah Becker
13 James Lumsden
15 Amy Hoffmann
18 Edith Schlehlein, Jordyn Sutrick
19 Truman Schultz
20 Alma Eggert
21 Tad Christenson
22 Lisa Rettler, Timothy Schuett
23 Lisa Christenson
24 Lincoln Meier
25 Judy Kielisch
26 Julie Mason
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28 Andrea Stephan
29 Morgan Smeaton
30 Andrew Hoffmann, Lisa Rolefson
 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL  
July 26  3-8 p.m.

Please remember to support our annual Ice 
Cream Social in any way you can. Sign up to 
work a shift, invite family & friends to come for 
food and fellowship, and if you know of anyone 
with an antique car or tractor, invite them to come 
and display their vehicle that day, Sunday, July 
26th. Use the enclosed flyer to post at your 
place of work or pass on to a friend. 

SON SPARKS LAB VBS IS COMING 
SOON 

Make sure your summer calendars include a 
great week at VBS from August 2 through August 
6 from 6:15 until 8:30 p.m. each night. We'll be 
exploring all kinds of science experiments and 
having lots of fun learning about God's Love 4 
Us. Registrations will be available soon. If you 
would like to volunteer or have any questions, 
please talk to Laura Lee or Melissa Meier.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
Join the Ashippun area in an Ecumenical Church 
service held in conjunction with the  Ashippun 
Firefighter’s picnic on Sunday, July 12th, 2015, at 
10:00 A.M. at the Ashippun Fireman’s Park.  
Participating churches are:  Zion, Ashippun; St. 
Paul’s Episcopa, Ashippun; St. Paul’s E.L.C.A., 

Holy Name of Jesus Evangelical Catholic Church, 
Ashippun; St Catherine’s Catholic Church, 
Mapleton; and St. Olaf’s.   If you are not inclined 
to participate in the ecumenical Worship in 
Ashippun, please come to our Saturday Worship 
service at 5:00 pm.
Directions from St. Olaf:  Go west on Hwy O to 
Hwy 67. Take a left on 67; take a right after  the 
railroad tracks onto Hwy O (Oak St,) to the park. 

 
WELCOME NEW 

MEMBERS 
Hello! We are the Holzman 
family. I (Keri) grew up in 
Kenosha, went to UW Oshkosh 
and graduated with a degree in 
Education. After graduation I 
accepted a third grade teaching 
position at Saylesville School. 
Currently I am teaching grades 

6-8 at Saylesville. In my free time I enjoy playing 
with our dog, sewing, cooking, trap shooting, 
fishing, crafting, and most of all, spending time 
with our daughter, Sadie (8 months old). Jared 
grew up in Shawano and attended UW Oshkosh. 
He graduated with a degree in Business 
Marketing and has worked for several companies
now. In his free time he enjoys remodeling our 
basement, fishing, visiting with friends and family, 
watching movies, and working on little projects 
around the house. In 2012 we got married and 
purchased our home. We live in Hubertus and 
were introduced to St. Olaf's by several of my co-
workers, Jennifer Guenther, Carolyn Roraff, and 
Dawn Christ. We are excited to join the St Olaf's 
community and are looking forward to creating 
great family memories starting with Sadie's 
baptism!
 

SHOREHAVEN BINGO 
Friday, July 31st  All age groups are welcome to 
attend. It’s a super way for youth to receive 
service hours!  The schedule for the day:
1:00 Transport Residents
1:30 Assist with Bingo
2:15 Serve Snack
2:30 Transport Residents
Prize donations are needed. They can be 
dropped off in the entryway by the office and 

ST. OLAF NEWS 
 

We welcome new member through baptism: 
Sadie Jean Holzman (6/6/15).
 

On Saturday, June 13th, Elise Jaeger wed 
Dave Radawitz.  The parents of the bride are 
William & Kim Jaeger.  The parents of the 
groom are Al & Carol Radawitz.

On Friday, June 26th, Erin Majors wed 
Andrew Mente.

Congratulations to both couples!
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placed in the box labeled “Shorehaven Bingo.”
These items make great prizes:

• Small Boxes of Tissues

• Hand/Body Lotion, Chapstick

• Note Pads/ Stationery/Pens/Stamps

• Word Search/ Crossword/ Books

• Applesauce/Fruit cups

• Mini-Candy Bars (no large candy bars/no 

nuts)

• Cash Donations for Purchasing Fresh Fruit 
on the Day of the Event

Contact Jenni Guenther 920-988-6493 or 
jjtbguenther@aol.com with any questions. Please 
sign up sheet on the table across from the office. 

SIGN UP…SUPPORT…SHARE 
Three simple steps are 
all that is necessary to 
take part in the 8th

Annual Outreach for 
Hope Family Bike Ride 
on Saturday, 
September 12, 2015 at St. Bruno Parish in 
Dousman.  Sign up now and Support the bike 
ride at:  www.ofhbikeride.com   Then Share the 
fun with others by emailing your friends a link to 
the web site and inviting them to participate with 
you.  Riders of all ages are invited and 
encouraged to join.  Brennan’s Market of
Oconomowoc/Brookfield and Pavement 
Consulting of Delafield are co-sponsoring an 
Action Challenge by donating $10.00 for the first 
300 rider registrations!  That’s an additional 
$3,000 for OFH!

Not able to ride a bike?  Join in the Support
portion of this event and make a donation to 
Outreach for Hope or Volunteer to assist that day 
at www.ofhbikeride.com Check out the Volunteer 
Registration Button on the left-hand side of the 
registration page to be part of the fun while 
assisting with setting up, serving lunch, manning 
the rest stops, clean up and more. 

Your gift of a donation and/or volunteering will 
enrich the lives of many as Outreach for Hope 
supports the work of 19 ministry sites in 
Southeastern Wisconsin!  The need is great . . . 
the rewards are priceless!

MUSIC REQUEST 
Hello Everyone…Worship, Music, and Arts is 
looking for persons who are interested in a 
seasonal choir and persons who can play an 
instrument. If you would like to suggest a song or 
sing one yourself please contact Wally Friedl for 
more information 920-474-4275 or e-mail 
friedl909@yahoo.com

 
FAMILY PROMISE – HELPING THE 

HOMELESS
Our next week of providing hospitality, meals and 
housing for the families will be August 9-15, 
2015.   Please check your calendars to see if you 
are able to give of your time and sign up to 
help. The sign up on sheets will be displayed in 
the Gathering area during July. We are blessed 
to be a blessing to others!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
NO CATCHY SLOGANS 

written by Emma Crossen
Monday, July 27, 7:00, You are invited to study 
Luke 21. The theme idea is, " Be Like the 
Widow". Bring your Bible and open 
mind. Emma Crossen, former development 
director for the WELCA, guides us to think 
globally about this famous story of giving.

CLAIMED GATHERED SENT
a guide for conversation…Thursday evenings in July

What is the Church? Does being the church 
Matter? Why? Does being member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
make a difference in the world?  By being the 
church together, what can the ELCA uniquely 
offer the world?
Come, listen, study, share! All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend!  Members are opening 
their homes for us to gather and look at what it 
means to be Claimed, Gathered, Sent.
July 2 @
July 9 @ Mary Hershoff, 
July 16 @ George & Elaine Monis, 

W1648 Creek Road
July 23 @
July 30 @
(check the weekly announcements page for the 
locations not listed above)

 



5 

 

POST CORE STEWARDSHIP VALUES 
ON WEBSITE 

By Pastor Bob Wertz 

At a former church I served in suburban 
Minneapolis, our stewardship ministry team spent 
several meetings debating what core values 
should be articulated so that people both within 
the congregation and visitors could better 
understand what our foundational principles about 
giving and generosity were. It was a collective 
and lively effort to produce and keep alive a “here 
we stand” posture with the hope that it would 
shape and inform the day-to-day practices of both 
leaders and rank and file members of the church. 
After careful deliberation we finalized them, made 
them available to the congregation at large and 
posted them on our website.

Here’s what the list looked like:
1. We value that we are all called to 

be stewards of the gifts that God the 
great giver has entrusted to us.

2. We value that our giving, in response to 
God’s abundant generosity, does not 
change God’s behavior toward us, but it 
does change our behavior toward God 
and our fellow humans.

3. We value that it is biblical and practical 
to return “the first and the best” of our 
talents and resources they produce, 
also known as “first fruit” giving.

4. We value that the acts 
of stewardship are part of us at every 
age and condition of life, every day of 
the year, in our consumption, and in the 
giving of money, time, and talents.

5. We value that being generous in one 
aspect of stewardship does not exclude 
the steward from being generous in 
other aspects of stewardship.

6. We value that the discipline of giving is 
guided by the concept of contributing a 
proportion of income, especially the 
tithe, and giving beyond the tithe.

7. We value that growth in giving, by 
definition, implies a greater 
proportionate giving today than 
yesterday.

8. We value that while 
faithful stewardship reflects a process 
of investing in one’s faith, it is done 

without an expectation of special 
reward or blessing.

Looking back, the process of articulating these 
core values helped energize congregational 
members in important ways. For instance, several 
people asked where this notion of “first fruit”
giving came from, and we spent time studying the 
dozens of Biblical references where it surfaces. 
For some, first fruit giving was already in place: 
several parishioners shared confidentially that the 
first check of the month was invariably written to 
the church; for others who contribute 
electronically through the auto pay function of 
their bank or, say, Thrivent Financials Simply 
Giving option, a similar commitment to the first 
day of the month (or week) was shared.

Similarly, some members thought that the 
emphasis on contributing a proportion of their 
income was both daunting and at the same time 
worth the risk. The transition from occasional and 
modest giving to a new commitment to regular, 
intentional, and increased giving was understood 
by many to be good for both for the giver and 
good for the ministry of the church. Not 
coincidentally, engaging the congregation in both 
the formation of the core values and discussing 
them together led to a substantial increase in both 
pledged and online giving.

In the introduction to the core values, we clearly 
spelled out that “like all matters of faith, growing 
in stewardship is a life-long process.”
Congregations that take a values-based approach 
to articulating where they stand on fundamental 
stewardship principles and then publish them 
online help themselves gain better clarity about 
what they want the world to know about them. 
That said, stewardship education is best 
understood as a marathon that truly never ends.
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NEWS  regarding Opportunities for YOUTH & Families 
         July, 2015      Mark your calendars so you won’t miss out 

 

Toby Mac Concert Nov. 8 – A great Cross-Generational Event  

Do you know who Toby Mac is? Do you listen to Christian music on the radio?  If you don’t, check out this 
Christian singer on YouTube.  An anonymous person would like to order tickets for St. Olaf youth to attend the 
concert on Sunday, Nov. 8th at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison, 7-11 p.m.   It will be a late night but you can 
plan ahead and take a nap and get your homework done early.  Parents/friends can order too and pay for their 
ticket.   Let Justine know by July 5th if you would like a ticket ordered, and sign up on the Youth board.  

 

Brat Fry  “Thanks” 
Thanks to everyone who supported the annual St. Olaf Youth Brat Fry by working at the stand or buying a brat or 
burger or two.  Everyone that helped did a wonderful job!   This begins our fundraising for next summer’s trip and 
other events.  

 Ice Cream Social & Classic Car Show 
Sunday, July 26th  3:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Our big fundraiser for the year is fast approaching.  Please mark this on your calendar and sign up to volunteer 
to be a part of this exciting, busy day.  Parents, youth & other adults are needed.  Sign up on the posters in the 
Gathering area.   Help is needed before the event for set up and after the event for clean up.   Invite everyone you 
know to come, the food and ice cream are good and the conversations are even better. What is your favorite??? 
Chocolate Malt, Banana Split, Hot Fudge???

Help with the Elderly Bingo at Shorehaven  
Friday, July 31  Meet here at 12:30 - 2 service points for Confirmation Class students 

Any youth that need service hours or just want to go and help play Bingo with the elderly should sign up for this 
event.  Sign up on the Youth board calendar so we know if we have enough volunteers.  Meet here if you need a 
ride.  See the announcement in the weekly bulletin and contact Jenni Guenther at (920) 474-7725 or Justine with 
questions.  Bring some Hershey bars to give as prizes to the elderly.    Make someone’s day brighter by 
volunteering!

Ashippun Bread Basket Food Pantry 
July 29, 2015  6:00 p.m.  -  1 service point for Confirmation Class students 

Two St. Olaf youth & their parents are asked to sign up together to do a “Caring for Others” service 
project.  It’s only once a month for approximately an hour on the last Wednesday of the month from 6-7:00 p.m.  
Please sign up on the Youth board calendar and get your service hours completed.   

TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) Weekend - It’s a weekend like no other! 
August 7-9 at Norway Lutheran in Wind Lake   

Those youth planning to attend the TECweekend to experience something new, applications are due NOW 
if you haven’t sent it in yet.   Print an application from the email sent to your parents, pick one up from the 
envelope on the youth board, or go to www.badgertec.org to print an application.   You can mail your application in 
or give it to Justine to send in.  Please let Justine know if you mail it in on your own.   Any questions, call Justine.  

Mark your calendars:       July 31-1  TEC Training for those on Team  (6pm-6pm) 
    July 19  Set up for Ice Cream Social after worship 
                                          July 26             Ice Cream Social–annual youth fundraiser–sign up to help  
           Aug 2-6  Vacation Bible School  - sign up to help                                           

                   August 7-9        TEC weekend for teens (Team goes Aug.6 at 5:00 p.m.) 
    August 9  VBS Worship Service  
    Sept. 12  Outreach for Hope Bike Ride  (big church event) 
          Sept.13          Rally Day – Kick off to the new school year                           
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Sunday, August 2 – Thursday, August 6 

6:15-8:30 p.m. 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

For Preschool (4 years by 9/1/2015) through entering 6th grade  

 
Parents’ Names: _____________________________________________________ 

Home Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________________ 
Home Phone:  __________________________   Cell Phone:  __________________________ 
Emergency Contact: ________________________________________________ 
Email: _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Child’s name Birthday Grade entering in Sept. 

   

   

   

   
Please list any special needs or allergies your child(ren) may have: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I hereby agree to hold St. Olaf Lutheran Church and any or all representatives from any harm or liability that 
could arise out of my child’s participation in the 2015 VBS program.  I further authorize that emergency 
treatment may be administered to my child by licensed emergency medical technicians or by licensed health 
care providers in the event that my child is injured and I cannot be reached.      
Signature of Parent or Guardian:   _________________________________________________ 
 
_____Yes, I would like to get the SonSpark Labs iron-on for $2.00.  Please attach payment. 
 
Do you give St. Olaf permission to use a photograph of your child taken at VBS to be used in promotional 
material either in print or on our website?  _______  Yes    ________ No 
 
Return form to St. Olaf Church. Please contact 920-474-4317 with any questions. 
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St. Olaf’s Annual 

Ice Cream Social 

& Car Show 
 

Sunday July 26, 2015 

3:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

Share your automotive interests 
Cars, trucks, tractors, motorcycles & farm equipment welcome 

Free scoop of Ice Cream to the first 100 entrants 

 
We will be serving hot sandwiches, sundaes with homemade toppings, banana splits, 

milkshakes and much more at bargain prices.   

Fun and hospitality guaranteed! 
 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

Hwy O and Roosevelt Road 

Alderly, WI  53078 - near Deertrack Golf Course. 

920-474-7042    www.st-olaf.org 
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Please join us for the 2
nd

 Annual Red Hot Rocket Run Walk on  

July 25
th

, 2015 at Lebanon Fireman’s Park 

  

Proceeds to benefit Lebanon Lutheran School and Early Childhood 

Center 

  

Paper Registration Forms and Sponsorship Forms available 

at: http://lebanonlutheranschool.com/events/red-hot-rocket-5k-runwalk/ 

  

On-line Race Registration  www.imathelete.com 

  

 
  

Lebanon Lutheran School & Early Childhood 

www.lebanonlutheranschool.org 

redhotrocket@charter.net 
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LWR Alert: We Need School Kits! 
Right now LWR is in urgent need of School Kits to fulfill requests from partners around the world.Your
donations reach places like Syria, where LWR recently distributed 6,350 School Kits to families affected 
by the ongoing conflict.

Why school supplies? To the children who receive School Kits, these supplies mean the difference 
between getting an education or not. Public school is usually free, but in the places where LWR works, 
even a few required supplies, like pens and paper, may be more than many families can afford. And when 
parents can only afford to send one of their children to school, girls rarely get priority…yet the 
education level of mothers has the biggest impact on development. 

As you see school supplies on sale please start to gather these items.  Thank You.  We need all 
these items before Labor Day!

Include the following items in each School Kit:

×4 

Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or 

college-ruled paper approximately 8” 

X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

×1
One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler 

with centimeters on one side and 

inches on the other 

 

 

 

×1 
One pencil sharpener 

 

 

 

 

×1 
One blunt scissors (safety scissors 

with embedded steel blades work 

well) 

 

 

×5 
Five unsharpened #2 pencils with 

erasers; secure together with a 

rubber band

×5 

Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no 

gel ink); secure together with a rubber 

band 

 

×1 
One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 

 

 

 

×1 
One 2½” eraser 

 

 

×1 
One sturdy drawstring backpack-

style cloth bag approximately 14” X 

17” with shoulder straps (no 

standard backpacks) 

 


