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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question: How do we get St. Olaf members 

interested in going to the Synod Assembly?  And 
how do we get them to give reports on the 
assembly to the congregation? 

Answer:  This question came to me a couple of 
months ago, and I thought it was going to be 
challenging to answer.  That is, until I saw an 
email from the Greater Milwaukee Synod that 
Green Bay Packers Running Back Eddie Lacy will 
speak to the assembly during a special event. 
Here is the actual email:

Eddie Lacy to be at Synod Assembly 2015!

We are very pleased and excited to 
announce that Eddie Lacy of the Green Bay 
Packers will join us on Friday evening, May 
29 at Carthage College at a special event 
during Synod Assembly!

Mr. Lacy appears courtesy of Mayfield 
Sports Marking and will speak to our 
assembly and to the general public about 
his faith and how that has impacted his 
life. He was a young teen during Hurricane 
Katrina 10 years ago when he lost his 
home. His family bounced around from 
place to place until they rented a single-
wide trailer outside of Baton Rouge where 
he lived until college. After starting at 
Alabama and being drafted by the Packers 
Lacy built a new home for his parents.

The proceeds from this evening will be 
donated to Outreach for Hope. A reduced 
price ticket will be offered to Synod 
Assembly voting members and full time 

visitors. Tickets are also available to 
members of your congregation, our synod 
and the general public. Only 1400 tickets 
are available. Every ticket holder in 
attendance on Friday evening will have a 
chance to be randomly selected to have a 
picture taken with Mr. Lacy. Tickets will be 
on sale soon and we’ll be sure to announce 
that via our website, list serve and 
newsletter.

Synod Assembly is scheduled for May 29 
and 30 at Carthage College in 
Kenosha. Learn more at our 
website: milwaukeesynod.org

Normally we vote for two St. Olaf representatives 
to attend the Synod Assembly at our Annual 
Meeting which this year is on May 3rd following 
the worship service.  However we will save $25 a 
person off the cost if we register early.  Please let 
Shannon (stolafsecretary@gmail.com 920-474-
7042) know by April 27th if you would like to be 
one of our congregational representatives.  The 
cost for attending the assembly is covered by our 
church.  The additional cost for seeing Eddie Lacy 
you will cover.  I do ask that if you attend that you 
present a part of the assembly to the 
congregation during Sunday’s worship service on 
May 31st.  In years past, I have included the 
assembly in my sermon, but it would be better if 
we all gave a talk.

The price for seeing Mr. Lacy is not yet listed as 
of the time of writing this column.  If you have 
questions you can contact the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod at 141-671-1212. Please attend our 
Annual Meeting and check out the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod website if you want to see 
Eddie Lacy!

God’s Peace,
Pastor Matt

P.S. Please send me more questions.  

 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

The CALLER    April 2015 
 

 

St. Olaf Annual Meeting May 3rd 10:15 a.m. 
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April Lay Ministry Schedule 

Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 

Maundy Thurs
April 2

Jenni
Guenther

Annah
Guenther

Good Friday
April 3

Jane
Christenson

Peyton
Roraff

Sat., April 4
5:00 p.m.

George
Monis

---------------------

Sun., April 5
7:00 a.m.

Jane
Christenson

Catherine
Lee

Sun., April 5
9:00 a.m.

Mary 
Hershoff

Cross: Zachary
Brewer

Banner: Gabe
Hoffmann

Bible: Abigail     
Hoffmann

Acolyte: Andrew     
Hoffmann

Sat., April 11
5:00 p.m.

Dawn
Freiburger

---------------------

Sun., April 12
9:00 a.m.

Pam
Eggert

Alma
Eggert

Sat., April 18
5:00 p.m.

Cindy
Schlieve

---------------------

Sun., April 19 
9:00 a.m.

Max
Roth

Madelyn
Schutze

Sat., April 25 
5:00 p.m.

Dave
Johnston

---------------------

Sun., April 26 
9:00 a.m.

Jane
Christenson

Samantha
Cameron

April Altar Guild: Liz Laack
April Counters: Roger & Lyn Johnson

Jeff, Mary or Cody Millikin

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
9 Thomas & Kelly Siegmann (10)
15 Dave & Ann Marie Kraemer (26)
20 Joseph & Vicky St.George (24)
26 Brian & Jennifer Schutze (18)

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
3 Vera Novobielski
4 Dennis Portz, Autumn Tremblay
5 Jason Bates
6 Mary Bender
7 Dennis Uhlman
8 Renee Novobielski
9 Keilah Brakob, Michael Stuettgen
10 Christina Byerly, Chad Smithyman
12 Steven Sumnicht

14 Linda Egelseer, Sandy Friedl
15 Abigail Hoffmann
16 Renee Krassman
17 Tylor Reed
18 Debra Solveson
19 Bruce Benson, Mark Wilke
20 Tiernan Byerly, Joshua Uhlman
21 Jack Scheife, Kathy Smithyman
22 Connie Kreuser
23 Kathy Larson
24 Mark Larson
25 Jeffrey Brewer, Benjamin Klink
26 Lauren Morrissey, Thomas Siegmann
27 Christine Guenther, Dennis Hall, 

Joseph Klink, Alexander Schuett
28 Dale Eske
29 Sarah Stuettgen
30 Mark Cameron, Mitch Solveson

HOLY WEEK AND
EASTER SERVICES 

 

Palm Sunday, March 29, 9:00 a.m.

Worship with Holy 
Communion
Maundy Thursday, April 2, 7:00 p.m. 
 Worship with Holy Communion
Good Friday, April 3, 7:00 p.m. 

Tenebrae Service
Saturday, April 4, 5:00 p.m. 

Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday, April 5 
 7:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

9:00 a.m. Celebration Worship with Holy 
Communion

EASTER BREAKFAST 
WELCOME FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 
Join friends and families for Easter Breakfast at 
St. Olaf between the two EASTER worship 
services on Sunday, April 5th. We would 
appreciate donations of desserts or breakfast 
breads.  Please bring them to the fellowship hall 
Easter morning by 7:00 a.m.

 
FAMILY PROMISE GOLF OUTING 

MAY 9, 2015, starts at NOON 

Enjoy a day of Golf at Scenic View Country Club 
in Slinger, Noon start.  Dinner to follow at 5 p.m. 
$100 individual golf, $25 Dinner.  Sponsorship 
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opportunities.  For more information:  
assistant@familypromisewc.org.

1 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A 
MEMBER OF ST. OLAF'S 

CONGREGATION? 
Dear Ron and Roger 

I came across an article in the March addition 
of the St. Olaf Caller written by Roger and John. I 
actually read it over several time to better 
understand it, and I found it to be very informative 
and factual regarding a concern that these two 
leaders bring to the congregation attention. 

They are correct in regards to the 
responsibility the Church has to it’s congregation, 
and I believe that St. Olaf Church has lived up to 
this obligation, and I know for a fact that there are 
many member that go above and beyond what is 
expected.  We at St. Olaf are just that kind of 
people. 

I was also glad that the article had hard facts 
regarding this congregation's contributions and 
participation. I was not aware there was such a 
large difference in the support that is given. I fully 
believe that if a person or family cannot give or 
give very little because it is just not in the budget 
but gives of their time instead, then God bless 
you, and thank you for being here. And for those 
that give very little, and you truly can only give 
that, then again God bless you and thank you. 

This article helps us look at the congregation 
and truly see who is and who is not participating, 
and, as the by laws state, if you haven’t
participated in the past two year time period, a 
visit is warranted to determine if the family has 
made another choice in their spiritual path. But 
what this will do is give us an honest count of who 
are congregation members. We need this, as 
does any business or household, to honestly look 
at what we have coming in for money. Like it or 
not, we need money to keep the Church going. I 
was very surprised that members of this Church 
were shocked that money was mentioned. I asked 
them what good is the Church if we can’t keep the 
doors open. Can you run your household on 
prayers alone. 

It also puzzled me that anyone would question 
Roger or John’s intent regarding the cost factors. I 
know for a fact these two men love this Church 
and are very spiritual in their involvement in St. 

Olaf Church. Roger is also quite the historian 
when it comes to this community and the Church. 
I have seen both these men, along with Pastor 
Matt, Dave, and Ron, pour in countless hours 
trying to bring in extra funding to help St. Olaf. It 
disappoints me when there are some that only 
saw the negative in this article and not see it as 
two men desperate to open the eyes of the 
congregation to the financial plight we face. Let us 
not forget that Church attendance in the U.S. has 
fallen and keeps falling at an ever increasing rate 
since 1970, and Church closing have increased 
also since then.

In conclusion, Ron and Roger, it is my 
hope that we as members of St. Olaf stop being 
so thin skinned. We have enough to be 
concerned about in this world, and the last thing 
we need is to invent trouble that isn’t there.  

Thank you, 
Wally Friedl

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Roger Johnson,

This thank you is long overdue but I want to 
express my thanks to you for putting my name on 
the St. Olaf email list.  Just received the message
about the arrival of the new pews.  Great news!  
Have enjoyed reading through the 'Callers' for the 
latest news and views of the parish.  It has made 
me feel more a part of the St. Olaf Congregation 
since my parents passing.  Today, more than
ever, I'm glad that I've never considered another 
church membership.

I've also been thinking about the message sent 
from you and John Christenson - "What does it 
mean to be a member of St. Olaf's 
Congregation?"  For me it means Home.  It 
means Family, Heritage, Tradition.  My parents 
and grandparents set a marvelous example.  
From Proverbs 22:6 - 'Bring up a child in the way 
he should go and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.'  I felt that growing up I had any 
number of parents, grandparents, brothers and 
sisters and hope I have retained most of  what 
was learned through attending worship services, 
Sunday School, Vacation Bible School and 
Confirmation classes.  

If you will indulge me for a moment, the events 
which have brought these thoughts to the 
forefront most recently are: 1) Reading through an 
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obituary in the local MF paper which happened to 
be a woman from Menomonee Falls whom I did 
not know and had never met.  But I had gone to 
grade school and high school with her son [now 
also deceased] and found that her brother, his 
wife and family [Russell Lohr & family] had been 
members of St. Olaf....  2) Reconnecting with old 
friends & acquaintances at the recent 50's-60's 
performance.  Can it be that others feel as I 
do????  3) I have recently talked with Debbie 
Uhlman to make arrangements for final resting 
places as other members of my family have done
before....  Which is a long way around to trying to 
answer some of the questions you've asked.
1)  I certainly consider myself a member of St. 
Olaf’ congregation.
2) Yes.  St. Olaf is accomplishing its 
responsibilities to its members - even those at a 
distance.
3&4)  I can't speak for all members but I am 
learning.
5)  Yes, I expect members will want to give as 
they are able so that we will not have to consider 
#6.

I did speak with Mary Ellen before emailing you 
and was not surprised to find that she has similar 
feelings for her home parish - St. Agnes, Butler.  It 
has been her parish home ever since her family 
moved there when she was only three.  She also 
holds a special fondness for St. Olaf through our 
lives together.  St. Olaf remains very special to us
both and we would like to continue to help see 
that it remains so for generations to come. 
Thanks again for the connection and for listening.

Best regards,
Ken & Mary Ellen Nelson

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The following email was received from a 
concerned congregation member: "With money 
being such a hot button topic right now, I think the 
congregation should know how much the 
convection oven and big screen (TV) cost and 
where the money came from. 

You are absolutely right. We have been making 
some wonderful improvements to the church 
facilities lately, and it cost money. At the same 
time, the general fund is suffering, as some of us 
are trying to make clear to the 
congregation. Where did the money for these 
improvements come from? We should be 

notifying the congregation on the amount of each 
purchase and where the money came 
from. There is a justified lack of understanding of 
the finances of the church including what the 
general fund is used for what fundraising income 
is used for. The profits from the steak & lobster 
Valentine's dinner were designated as 
follows: Wounded Warrior Project $50, Disabled 
American Veterans $630, Oconomowoc Veterans' 
Park project $120, church outside sign fund $750, 
church youth group $200, and general fund 
$200. I will write a letter to the congregation 
explaining how previous fundraising money was 
spent. None of the improvements we see being 
made to the facility, including the convection 
oven, came from the general fund. They were all 
paid for from fundraising events except those that 
were donated to the church as was the case with 
the big screen T.V. The operations of the church 
are paid for from the general fund. This is, in 
large part, the money that comes in from the plate 
offerings. There is not enough money coming 
into the general fund from the plate offerings to 
support the operations of the church much less 
improve the facility or even pay for large 
maintenance expenditures. Yet some 
congregation members wish to make 
contributions toward improvements to the facility 
over and above their plate offerings. Such was 
the case with the new pews. In addition, 
community events / fundraising events were seen 
as a way to finance improvements to make the 
church more functional and more attractive to 
prospective new members without utilizing money 
in the general fund which does not exist. It was 
never the intent to support the general fund with 
money from fundraising events because to do so 
is a disincentive to members to increase support 
of the general fund through the plate 
offerings. However, because the condition of the 
general fund has continued to deteriorate, about 
28% of the money raised from fundraising events 
since 2008 has gone to the general fund out of 
necessity. An additional 11% has gone to 
supporting benevolences. These are the facts 
that we have not made clear to the 
congregation. It is high time that we do. To not 
do so, results in misunderstanding in the the 
congregation. I will ask Shannon to put your 
question and my answer in the next Caller. 

Rog Johnson 
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I received the following email from a congregation 
member who cares about St. Olaf's.  My response 
follows.                         Roger Johnson

"I agree the cong. should be made aware of your 
letter; however, my two cents worth is--all the 
enticements to join St. Olaf's - new pews, coffee 
bar, big screen TV's, etc. would mean nothing to 
me as a prospective member if every week I see 
in the bulletin or someone makes announcements 
that we are not making our general fund and have 
to borrow to pay the employees. I would rather 
know that the employees are getting a decent
wage and doing a good job than seeing 'facial' 
improvements.  Thanks for listening."

I'm glad you gave me your opinion. It gives me 
another opportunity to tell someone who cares 
about their church where I am coming from on the 
subject of church finances. There was a time 
when I would have joined with you in being 
perfectly happy if some of the improvements to 
the church had not come about. I would be a 
member of St. Olaf's even if the church looked 
like it did in 1950 because this is the church of my 
ancestors.  I was baptized here, and I will be 
buried here.  This however is short sighted when 
it comes to doing what is necessary to guarantee 
the ability of the church to survive into the 
future. I have come to realize that there wouldn't 
be a St. Olaf's Church today if it looked like it did 
in 1950. This certainly is my church, but more so, 
it is the church of future members. Like it or not, if 
we really care about our church being here to 
extend its ministry into the future, we must 
consider what it will take to  provide the facility 
that future members will be looking for. We have 
good people, including yourself, to provide the 
ministry that future members will be looking for. 

A prospective new member visiting our church will 
be influenced much more by the service, a 
neighborly approach by members, and a follow up 
acknowledgment that they took the time to visit 
our church than by seeing  a financial statement 
in the bulletin. I've never been made aware of a 
prospective new member asking for the salaries 
of the staff. Any suggestions you have on how to 
make the financials in the bulletins more 
meaningful to the congregation would be 

appreciated by the finance committee. They have
been struggling with this question for a long time.

My opinion is that we do not make enough 
announcements or otherwise effectively reach the 
congregation in explaining what the numbers in 
the bulletin mean. I can't remember anyone ever 
explaining during announcements after service 
our financial system of general fund, mortgage 
fund, and fundraising because there is still a fear 
of talking about money.  This fear exists because 
those of us who would do it know how poorly the 
subject of money is received by the congregation; 
especially on Sunday mornings. 

The concept of fundraising was never designed to 
support the general fund.  A church cannot be 
financed by fundraising.  This is a fact supported 
by the ELCA and probably every other Lutheran 
synod.  The reasons are that few people will go 
through the effort of conducting a fundraiser, and 
it is only a matter of time before these few people 
will wear out.  Income from fundraising is 
haphazard.  A church must be funded by a steady 
stream of income from its members through the 
offering plate.  Also, directing income from 
fundraising to the general fund is a disincentive 
for members to increase their giving to the 
general fund much less increase it if need be.  

I will write a clarification of the purpose of the 
general fund, mortgage reduction fund, capital 
fund, and fundraising in another letter to the 
congregation. 
 

FOOD FOR THE POOR 
Food For The Poor, according to the Chronicle of 
Philanthropy, is the largest international relief 
organization in the United States. Since its 
founding in 1982, Food For The Poor has 
provided more than $11 billion in aid and has built 
more than 91,000 housing units for destitute 
people in need of adequate shelter. More than 
95% of all donations go directly to programs that 
help the poor. Sunday, May 3, Pr. Darrell D. 
Golnitz, Lutheran (ELCA) Pastor, will share with 
us the story of this ministry through a message 
entitled: "Bearing Fruit!". You will be invited to 
participate in this ministry through a special 
offering. 
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NEW MEMBER CLASS  
If you are interested in having membership here 
at St. Olaf, we have an easy, one session class 
for joining. We can even hold the class at your 
home as long as you have high speed internet for 
watching a video. Simply go to our forms portion 
of our webpage (http://www.st-
olaf.org/resources/forms/) and click on “St. Olaf 
Member Survey”. Print out, fill it out and turn it 
into the office and we will set up the class with 
you.

HELP NEEDED FOR SUNDAY 
SERVICES

We really need more members to participate in 
one or more of the 12 St. Olaf’s Steward 
Groups. Each month, a different group of church 
members handle the Sunday service duties of
greeting, ushering, bell ringing and serving of 
snacks and coffee. Each group has a Head 
Steward who coordinates the handling of the 
above duties for each Sunday in their month. We 
need help for any of the 12 months and especially 
September. Please let me know if you and your 
family would like to participate in one or more of 
the groups. If so, you will be contacted by the 
Head Steward for the month(s) you prefer.

 Roger Johnson, Farmstone@aol.com, 
 920-474-3168 

VOLUNTEER MOBIL MEAL DRIVER 
NEEDED

St. Olaf, along with the other Ashippun area 
churches, serves this community by delivery 
midday hot meals to shut-ins. Shorehaven 
coordinates the program and provides the meals 
according the clients’ dietary needs. We pick up 
the hot meal at Shorehaven in Oconomowoc and 
delivery it to our neighbors on Fridays. There is 
an opening for an additional volunteer. Please 
call Larry Christopherson or Elaine Monis if you 
could help out with this service.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNICANTS 
Congratulations to the following students who 
completed several weeks of instructions and 
received their First Holy Communion during 
Maundy Thursday worship. 

Madison DeBack, daughter of Dean and Carmen 
DeBack.  Madison was born on January 31, 2005, 
and baptized at St. Olaf Lutheran Church on May 
29, 2005.   Madison’s sponsors are Caitlin Reed 
and  Sue Salem.

Payton DeBack, daughter of Dean and Carmen 
DeBack.  Payton was born on January 31, 2005, 
and baptized at St. Olaf Lutheran Church on May 
29, 2005.   Payton’s sponsors are Courtney Reed 
and Denise Gast and family.

Cameron Daniel Meier, son of Daniel and 
Melissa Meier.  Cameron was born on July 25, 
2004, and baptized at St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
on September 26, 2004.   Cameron’s sponsors 
are Jennifer Becker and Jason Davy.

Garrett Ronald Monis, son of Karl and Kathy 
Monis.  Garrett was born on March 26, 2005, and 
baptized at St. Olaf Lutheran Church on March 
26, 2005.  Garrett’s sponsors are Peder and 
Trisha Monis.

Alaina Ruth Roth, daughter of John and Andrea 
Roth.  Alaina was born on August 17, 2005, and 
baptized at St. Olaf Lutheran Church on 
November 12, 2005.   Alaina’s sponsors are 
Christie Ryan and Nikki McCardell.
Matthew Edward Siegrist, son of Scott and 
Debbie Siegrist.  Matthew was born on December 
3, 2005, and baptized at Ascension Lutheran 
Church on February 20, 2005.  Matthew’s
sponsors are Dennis Siegrist and Jessica Tiegs.

Braden Robert Wetzel, son of Matt Wetzel and 
Julie Bohen.  Braden was born on February 7, 
2005, and baptized at St. Olaf on April 2, 2005.                             
Braden’s sponsors are Jennifer Guenther and 
Sheri (Mount) Lieffring. 

ST OLAF’S PEW DONATION 
Dear Peggy Morrissey; 
We wish to express our sincere gratitude to you 
and your community for the generous donation of 
the 14 church pews. 

The same pews that served your faithful to praise 
God and celebrate their life events in the 
presence of the Lord will soon be used by God's 
people in the island of Jamaica. Our three Sisters 
are enthusiastically working in the parish of St. 
Thomas in Morant Bay, the poorest region of the 
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country. They also reach out to people in more 
distant location who gather in small chapels. 

One of the Sisters, works closely with Food for 
the Poor helping with evaluation of the needs and 
distribution of the food locally. We are in the 
process of gathering more items: school desks 
and supplies, playground equipment etc. to be 
shipped together with the pews to the community 
of St. Thomas by Food for the Poor. 

May God's abundant blessings reward your 
personal kindness and the generosity of the 
people from St. Olaf's Church. 

Gratefully for the Missionary Sisters Servants of 
the Holy Spirit and St. Thomas Parish in Jamaica, 

Sr. Dorota Maria

AFFIRMING THEIR BAPTISM
The following youth are preparing for “Affirmation 
of Baptism” or Confirmation on Sunday, April 
26th at 9:00 a.m.: Alan Cameron, Devin Dunn, 
Lauren Hautala, Gabe Hoffmann, Miranda Parker, 
Peyton Roraff, Rachel Roth, and Jordyn Sutrick.
Pictures and the Banquet for them and their 
families and mentors will be on Friday, April 
24th at 6:00 p.m. Students need to turn in their 
“My Faith, My Story” and 6 pictures by March 
29th the latest at Confirmation Class.

ROAD SIDE CLEAN-UP & LUNCH 
CARING FOR GOD’S GOOD EARTH 

All ages needed 
(2 service pts. for Confirmation Class students)
Have you noticed all the litter on the side of the 
roads now that the snow is gone? Hopefully, the 
weather will be good for us to pick it all up on 
Sunday, April 12th after we attend worship 
together. All Confirmation class and High 
School youth, families, some mentors, and 
other adults are needed. The more people we 
have, the more area we can cover. Sign up on 
youth board if you haven’t already.

St. Olaf Sunday School presents 
Elijah:  Stand Up for God! 
April 12, 19, 26 and May 10  

This story of Elijah is made for Hollywood!  Elijah 
has been branded a “troublemaker” by the kind.  
God has already sent a drought to get the King’s
attention, but it hasn’t been working.  So Elijah 

sets up a challenge between himself and the 
prophets of Baal. He has two bulls killed for a 
burnt offering. He invites the prophets of Baal to 
go first, preparing their altar and doing everything 
but striking a fire. Then he dares the prophets of 
Baal to pray to their god to start their burnt 
offering on fire.  

Well, the prophets of Baal pray until noon, 
dancing and trying everything possible to get their 
god to act, as Elijah mocks them from the 
sidelines. They finally give up. Elijah then sets up 
an altar for the Lord, and puts wood and the bull 
upon it. He then orders the wood to be soaked 
with water three times, making it more difficult to 
burn.  (And don’t forget, there’s been a drought 
for three years, so water isn’t too easy to find).  
He prays to the Lord, “Answer me, Lord, answer 
me, so that these people will know that you, the 
Lord, are God and that you are bringing them 
back to yourself.” (1 Kings 18:37). God sends fire 
from heaven that not only consumes the sacrifice, 
but the water in the trench around it, and the 
stones of the altar itself! The people exclaim, “The 
Lord is God: the Lord alone is God!” (18:39b)

This story may seem irrelevant to us today since 
we don’t usually burn bulls in offering to gods of 
stone!  But we are tempted to turn to gods of the 
world around us such as money, power, fame,
etc. In the long run, though, these things are as 
helpless and hopeless as the idols of Baal. Like 
the people of Israel in Elijah’s day, we need to be 
reminded to confess, “The Lord is God; the Lord 
alone is God!”

Sunday School Classes 
• In the Oasis Café we will make fiery altars 

to show the challenge that Elijah faced.
• In Colors of Faith we will make a prayer 

book that will help us to pray like Elijah.
• In Creation Exploration we will make our 

own lightning like the fire God sent down 
from heaven. 

• In Jammin’ with Jesus we will play some 
exciting games that show us some 
challenges similar to what we face in our 
lives.

Our focus verse: 
“The Lord is God; the Lord alone is God!” 

1 Kings 18:39b
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DO PEOPLE KNOW? 
By Chick Lane

I’ve worked with many congregations over the 
past decade. In almost all of them, I’m surprised 
at how little members of the congregation know 
about what the congregation is doing in Jesus’
name because of the support of the members. 
Unless adults have kids in Sunday School, they 
usually don’t have a clue what is going on 
“downstairs” or “down the hall” with the kids. 
Unless someone is deeply involved in the 
leadership of the congregation, they can be 
regular worshippers and still not have much of an 
idea how the congregation is ministering in the 
community, in the area, and around the world.

This is unfortunate. It is unfortunate, because 
people often do want to know. It is unfortunate, 
because these same people are getting mail each 
week telling them what other non-profits are doing 
because of the support of their donors. It is 
unfortunate, because if people don’t know how 
their gifts to your congregation are making a 
difference, should we be surprised if they get 
more excited about and grow their financial
support of those other non-profits, while keeping 
you the same?

In my work at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in 
2015, I plan to put a much stronger emphasis on 
telling those connected to the congregation how 
their giving is making a difference in people’s 
lives. We have recently started what we call 
“Thanksgiving Moments”—a very short, less than 
a minute, announcement right before the offering 
that tells worshippers one thing that has been 
accomplished because of their generosity. The 
topic is intentionally varied, sometimes focusing 
on something that has happened inside our 
building, sometimes focusing on something that 
has happened across the country. We will 
continue Thanksgiving Moments through 2015.

I’m going to intentionally use the newsletter to tell
the story. I’m honestly not sure how many people 
still read congregational newsletters, but I’m 
pretty sure some do. My hunch is that older 
members tend to read the newsletter more than 
younger ones, so the newsletter messages will be 
intended primarily for that audience—the older, 
probably long-term members of our congregation. 
They’ve been around for a long time, care deeply 

that the congregation continues to thrive and 
serve, and will read stories that show them how 
this is happening.

I’m also considering how to segment email 
messages to specific groups in the congregation. 
Most congregations can segment their email 
messages to invite people to participate in 
activities that fit for them. How about segmenting 
email messages to tell people what has happened 
and is happening in an area of ministry that they 
are interested in? For example, people who have 
been on a mission trip in the past would probably 
appreciate hearing about what has happened with 
mission trips this year.

We don’t have video projection in our sanctuary, 
but many congregations do. If you do, using video 
in the time before worship can be a great way to 
tell your congregation’s story to your 
congregation. What other media do you have 
available that you can use to tell your 
congregation’s story to those who care most 
deeply about what you are doing?

All too often, we assume that people who are in 
worship regularly know what the congregation is 
doing. I’m pretty sure this is a false assumption. I 
plan to work on this in 2015. I hope you will too.

Members of St. Olaf's Church are, as always, 
welcome to attend any of the church council meetings. 
They are held at the church on the 4th Thursday of 
each month at 6 pm. Your ideas and opinions are 
always welcome. 
You are also encouraged to contact members of your 
Leadership Team:  Ron Egelseer, Dave Johnston, 
John Christenson, Pastor Matt, or Roger Johnson with 
your opinion on this or other issues at St. Olaf’s.     

 
ATTENTION – ALL AGES 

Everyone who wears athletic shoes  
Bring your old athletic shoes to St. Olaf’s 

and place in the bin 
Taking care of God’s good earth   

Earth Day is April 22 and every day 
Did you know there is another way to take care 
of God’s good earth?  NIKE REUSE-A-SHOE
grinds down worn out athletic shoes and turns them 
into new places to play.    SHOES DIE.   SOLES LIVE 
ON.  Old athletic shoes are usually thrown out 
and forgotten.  So far, 28 million pairs of shoes 
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have been tossed into the Nike Grind shredder 
box to make a comeback.  Surfaces made 
from Nike Grind cover over a million square 
feet, enough to cover the city of Manhattan in 
New York.   Each shoe is cut into 3 parts:  
rubber, foam, and fiber.   The outsole is used 
for track surfaces, interlocking gym floor tiles 
and playground surfacing. The midsole creates 
cushion for outdoor basketball courts, tennis 
courts and fields. The upper fabric becomes 
athletic-surface padding and equestrian 
surfacing.
Bring your old athletic shoes to recycle 
them and create more surfaces to wear out 
new shoes.   The Youth will take them to 
the Nike outlet in Johnson Creek when we 
have a good sized collection.   Another 
Cross-Generational project!  Visit their 
website at 
http://www.nike.com/us/en_us/c/better-
world/reuse-a-shoe for more info.   
 

FAMILY PROMISE 
Serving the Homeless Women and Children

Families here May 10-17 
Family Promise guests will be at St Olaf the week 
of May 10th.  Please MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
and volunteer to make a meal, or make part of a 
meal, or serve a meal, or provide evening 
conversation, or stay overnight and make coffee 
& breakfast in the morning.  Sign-up sheets will 
be out in the gathering area in April. We are 
blessed to be a blessing to others and the 
rewards far outweigh the work!  Any questions, 
talk to Elaine or Justine.    James 1:27 tells us “to 
look after widows and orphans in their distress”.
By doing so, we put God’s word into practice and 
show what it means to serve others
.

ANNUAL WINE & BEER TASTING 
St. Olaf's 4th Annual Wine & Beer Tasting Event 
is on Saturday, March 28, 2015 from 6pm - 
9pm. Come taste different beers and wines from 
local and national vendors. Enjoy some local 
food, live music and entertainment. There will also 
be raffles, baskets and a silent auction. Come join 
us for a fun night out. Price is $30 in advance/ 
$35 at the door.  For tickets, contact John 
Christenson @ 414-412-5530.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
We invite those attending or enrolling in higher 
education at a university, college, or technical 
college to apply for a St. Olaf Scholarship. The 
Scholarship Guidelines and Application forms are 
available on our website and on the Kiosk in the 
Gathering area. Go to www.st-olaf.org and click 
on Resources, then click Forms/Documents and 
scroll down to find the Scholarship Guidelines and 
the Application.  The completed application 
needs to be turned in to Justine at St. Olaf's or 
postmarked no later than May 1, 2015. Any 
questions can be directed to Justine. 
 

Hartford Community Chorus to Present 
Mendelssohn's Masterpiece "Elijah" 

featuring James Barany as Elijah 
May 2, 2015

7:30 pm
Holy Hill 

May 3, 2015
3:00 pm

Schauer Center 
This major work tells the account of Elijah and the 
people of Israel who are suffering under a severe 
draught.  In the opening choral number the people 
of Israel call out to God, "Help Lord."  Throughout 
Part One there are numerous pleas for help, 
including a dramatic contest between Elijah and 
the priests of Baal, all culminating with the coming 
of rain in the glorious declaration, "Thanks Be to 
God."

Part Two tells about Elijah's journey to Mt. Horeb 
where he hides in a cave until he encounters 
God.  The quiet assurance of God is expressed in 
"Lift Thine Eyes" and "He Watching Over Israel."  
Elijah is then renewed and finally taken up to 
heaven.  The concert will conclude with a brilliant 
burst glorifying God, "And then Shall Your Light 
Break Forth."

Both performances are free but tickets are 
required for the Sunday afternoon performance at 
the Schauer Center.  These tickets can be 
obtained by calling the box office at 262-670-
0560, ext. 3.

The concert will be directed by the chorus' 
founder Ruth Knoll and will be accompanied by 
Ken French.  It will also feature many local 
soloists.
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NEWS  regarding Opportunities for YOUTH & Families for April, 2015     

Mark your calendars so you won’t miss out 
CARING FOR GOD’S GOOD EARTH - ROAD SIDE CLEAN-UP & LUNCH– Sunday, April 12 

All ages needed (2 service pts. for Confirmation Class students)

Have you noticed all the litter on the side of the roads now that the snow is gone?  Hopefully, the weather will be 

good for us to pick it all up on Sunday, April 12
th

after we attend worship together.  All Confirmation class and 

High School youth, families, some mentors, and others are needed.  The more people we have, the more area we 

can cover.  Sign up on youth board if you haven’t already.      Also, we will again be reviewing the Confirmation 

Class students’ Point Charts that day so please have your charts completed.    
 

ATTENTION:  Present and Ingoing High School Students – 

June 25-28,
 
2015  “IMPACT” Youth Event in Chicago, IL 

Important Meeting will be on April 12, after Road Side Clean Up    

This summer’s faith building trip for St. Olaf Lutheran Church High School youth & Adult chaperones will be 

to “equip young people to live out their faith in Jesus Christ and build relationships within our group Where: 

Chicago Mariott Oak Brook, Illinois– sponsored by Youth Encounter www.youthencounter.org/impact  Through 

speakers, workshops, small groups, worship, and fellowship, youth have the opportunity to grow deeper in faith and 

understanding of the love and plans that our Lord has for them.  The weekend will also include a service project with 

Harvest Pack.    Parents will receive information sent via e-mail; please discuss at home and let Justine know asap 

who is able to go and attend the meeting on Sunday, April 12 after our road side clean up.  Email Justine with 

questions. 

“CARDBOARD BOX CITY” for 7-12
th

 graders 

Save the Date:  April 18, 2015   AND BRING A BIG BOX to sleep in  

4 point event for Confirmation Class students  

Confirmation Class & High School Youth and Parents are invited to take part in Cardboard Box City for Family 

Promise Homeless Families.  The event will take place here at St. Olaf’s on Sat. April 18
th

beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

until Sunday after worship.  St. Olaf youth & families will have the opportunity to “have their own block” in 

Cardboard Box City to raise awareness and donations for the homeless in our communities.  Please SIGN UP ON 

THE YOUTH BOARD IN HALLWAY if you would like to participate.  Tell others what you are doing and 

ask them to give a small donation to sponsor you for Box City.  Donations will go to Family Promise who help 

the homeless.   Be on the lookout for a big box for you to bring to sleep in.  Check out the appliance stores or 

Kmart or ?  A hunger  meal will be provided along with other activities.   A few parent chaperones are needed.  Sign 

up!
 

     AFFIRMING THEIR BAPTISM  

The following are preparing for “Affirmation of Baptism” or Confirmation on Sunday, April 26
th

at 9:00 a.m.: Alan 

Cameron, Devin Dunn, Lauren Hautala, Gabe Hoffmann, Miranda Parker, Peyton Roraff, Rachel Roth, and Jordyn 

Sutrick.  Pictures and the Banquet for them and their families and mentors will be on Friday, April 24
th

at 6:00 p.m.    

Students need to turn in their “My Faith, My Story” and 6 pictures by March 29
th

the latest at Confirmation Class.  

SHOREHAVEN  NURSING  HOME– Sunday April 26 

Thanks to the Guenther family for going to Shorehaven this day since it is Confirmation Sunday also. 

                                   “BREAD BASKET” FOOD PANTRY 

Wed. April 29
th

 at 6:00 p.m. Meet here or let Justine know if you will meet us there. Sign up on Youth board.  

    SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS  due  May 1
st

Scholarship Applications with the Guideline sheet attached are still available to St. Olaf members enrolled in a 

college, university, technical institution, or seminary for educational purposes. Check the kiosk or website for the 

application.  
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4TH ANNUAL ST. OLAF 
 

Wine & Beer 
Tasting

 

TE: March 28, 2015 

TIME: 6:00–9:00pm 

PLACE: St. Olaf’s 

Lutheran Church 

DRESS: W653 Roosevelt Rd. 

Rubicon, WI 53078 

PHONE: John Christenson 

  414.412.5530 

john.vikingbrothers@yahoo.com 
 

PRICE: $30 in advance N

$35 at the door
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