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     The CALLER           DECEMBER 2014

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question: Explain the difference in the title: 

Pastor, Reverend, Preacher, & Minister. 
 

Answer: It’s easy to understand the confusion!  
Different titles have appeared over time, each to 
emphasize what is essentially the same thing, 
but each with different characteristics and 
imagery.

Pastor emphasizes a “spiritual guide” or a 
“shepherd of the souls.” It originates from the 
Latin word “pastorem” meaning “to shepherd.” It
emphasized the imagery “to lead to pasture, set
to grazing, cause to eat, to tend, keep, feed, 
guard, keep, protect…” all the activities we 
associate with a shepherd caring for the sheep.  
Pastor is generally reserved for those serving 
congregations.  It was first used in relation to the 
Christian church back in 1872.

Reverend originates from the Latin word 
“Revendus” which means “someone to revere." 
The first known appearance is in 1608.  It 

carries a sense of respect when used and today 
it is the accepted title used by those who are 
outside the parish. It is also used for other 
trained ministers who work in any ministerial 
field, such as Rev. Larry Westfield who now 
works for Lutheran Planned Giving.

Preacher derives from the Latin “praedicatorem”
meaning “proclaimer, public praiser, or eulogist.”
It emphasizes what ministers are most
commonly seen doing—giving sermons. The 
word carries a more narrowed emphasis of the 
call—public proclamation—but also recognizes 
visibly what most people witness. The slang use 
of the word appeared in 1968.

Minister arose in the 1560’s for use in religion.  It
is taken from the Latin word “ministerialis”
meaning "to serve or attend." It focuses on 
the performance of religious rites and providing 
religious duties. Like “preacher,” minister carries 

some of the narrowed emphasis of the call, but 
not as narrow as preacher.  The meaning “to 
serve and perform rites” greater involves those 
being ministered to beyond hearing. Still, it 
focuses on “the doing of the activities” making it 
not as broad as pastor which incorporates the 
“spiritual guide” or the whole spiritual life of the 
congregation—both when they are in church and 
away.  One other tidbit on the title “Minister”:  it 
is not limited to the church in today’s world. In 
1694, Great Brittan assigned the title to a
governmental role with their First Minister of the 
State.

Most people today are not tied in to these 
distinctions, and that’s OK.  I am more 
concerned that others are aware of the ways 
pastors/ministers/reverends bless the lives of 
the congregation and the world at large than 
aware of which ways the titles can be used.  We 
are, after all, God’s people living in God’s world 
and that is the joy of ministry.

God’s Peace,

Pastor Matt
P.S. Please send me more questions.  

HO…HO…HO…TIME FOR SCRIP! 

It’s that time again–holiday shopping. While 
you’re planning your shopping list, don’t forget 
our Scrip program. We have gift cards for just 
about everything–in store shopping, online, gift 
cards to give–for over a thousand retailers. Sit
down, drink some coffee and do a good part of 
your shopping in the comfort of your own home.
St. Olaf benefits with each card you buy. We’ll 
most likely be ordering every week until 
Christmas, but get your orders in now. We also 
have some cards on hand, so stop by the Scrip 
desk today!



PASTOR MATT’S OFFICE HOURS:  
MONDAYS 10:00 AM TO NOON or BY 

APPOINTMENT (262) 224-5047 

 

December Lay Ministry Schedule 
Date Asst. 

Minister 
Acolyte 

Sat., Dec. 6
5:00 p.m.

Dawn 
Freiburger

Sun., Dec. 7
9:00 a.m. 

Pam 
Eggert

Alma 
Eggert

Sat., Dec. 13
5:00 p.m.

Dave 
Johnston

Sun., Dec. 14
9:00 a.m.

Cindy 
Schlieve

Peyton 
Roraff

Sat., Dec. 20
5:00 p.m.

Mary 
Hershoff

Sun., Dec. 21
9:00 a.m.

Justine 
Cadena

Logan 
DeBack

Wed., Dec. 24
4:00 p.m.

Marie 
Galbraith

Gabe 
Hoffmann

Wed., Dec. 24
7:00 p.m.

Jane 
Christenson

Zachary 
Brewer

Thur., Dec. 25
9:00 a.m.

Mary 
Hershoff

Cross: S. Cameron
Banner: A. Cameron
Bible: C. Lee
Acolyte: E. Lee

Sat., Dec. 27
5:00 p.m.

Jane 
Christenson

Sun., Dec. 28
9:00 a.m.

Max 
Roth

Tyler 
Christenson

December Altar Guild: Joan Uhlman
Kathie Howell

December Counters: Larry Christopherson
Lyn & Roger Johnson
Jeff, Mary,Cody Millikin

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Amanda Stuettgen
5 Carolyn Roraff, Peyton Roraff
9 Elizabeth Lee
12 Donald Christopherson
15 Noelle Kraemer, Leah Savatski, Jerry Wentz
16 Amiah Brakob
17 Sara Braunschweig
18 John Guenther
19 Thomas Guenther
20 Hunter Wentz
21 William Guenther, Kenneth Nelson
22 Bob Christel
23 Kayla Krassman
24 Russell Roraff, Lily Siegmann

25 Rachel Buth, Michael Cadena
26 Linda Feutz
28 Tony Brakob, Alexander Brenner, Wayne 

Kielisch, Nicholas Solveson
30 Lisa Sutrick
31 Pauline Christopherson, Lucinda (Cindy) 

Schlieve
  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

2 Mark and Kathy Larson  (19)
4 Austin & Jennifer Becker (10)

 
CHRISTMAS  

2014  
SCHEDULE 

 
Sunday School Program 

Sunday, Dec. 14      11:00 A.M. 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday,  Dec. 24 

Children/Family service with
Holy Communion           4:00 P.M. 

Christmas Eve worship with
Holy Communion and Candles  7:00 P.M. 
**After the 7:00 P.M. worship, help would

be appreciated to change the wreaths, etc. 
in the Sanctuary for Christmas Day 

Christmas Day, Thursday,  Dec.25  . 

Christmas Day Worship  
with Holy Communion  9:00 A.M. 

First Sunday of Christmas 
Saturday,  Dec. 27     5:00 P.M. 

Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Sunday, Dec, 28    9:00 A.M. 
Worship w/Holy Communion 

 

LUTEFISK DINNER & BAKE SALE 
 

Wow! It's almost here. So many of us have been 
baking and cooking and preparing various things 
for the upcoming Lutefisk Dinner and Bake Sale. 
Thank you all for every little or big contribution 
you have made! We have a few more 
preparation dates left and then . . . THE BIG 
DAY!
Please refer to the preparation dates schedule 
that was included with both the October and 



November Callers. Three really important
preparation dates yet to come include 
Thursday, December 4th when there will be 
the making of Julekaka (8:00 a.m.), meatballs 
(3:00 p.m.) and jello salads (4:00 p.m.); then on 
Friday, December 5th there will be a chance to 
help frost the Julekaka (9:00 a.m.), finish setting 
things up for the dinner and bake sale 
(beginning at 9:00 a.m. and continuing until all is 
ready), and finishing the jello salads (4:00 p.m.). 

The last important date is DECEMBER 6, 2014 -
- the day of the dinner. The dinner is from 11:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please check out the sign up 
sheets in the gathering area near the south 
entrance and see if there is somewhere that you 
can offer your help. It's a fun day and a great 
way to meet people and have some wonderful 
fellowship time. 

Please contact Jane Christenson, 920-474-
4883, for any questions about the dinner or 
Cindy Schlieve, 920-474-7134, for any questions 
about the bake sale. Again, THANK YOU for 
everything each of you does to help make this 
event such a huge success each year.

170TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. OLAF’S 
DECEMBER 7, 2014 

 

St. Olaf Lutheran Congregation is 170 years 
young this month. Our congregation was 
organized and began worshiping together in 
December of 1844. Our first missionary and 
pastor was Rev. Gustof Unonius from the 
Episcopal mission at Nashotah. About 11 years 
later, Nils Brandt, a Norwegian Lutheran Pastor 
came to the area of Pine Lake and St. Olaf 
requested that Pastor Brandt also minister to the 
Norwegian congregation at Ashippun. 
History gives us not only a picture of our past, 
but also propels us to ministry in the present, 
and into the future. We have many in our 
congregation who are interested in preserving 
and presenting our church history. Some of 
them can trace their family to the first members, 
170 years ago. Roger Johnson, president of the 
Ashippun history group, Jerry Bohen, an expert 
on Mapleton history, and George Monis are
continuing to gather St. Olaf history. There is a 
dream to create a history area or wall before our 
175th Anniversary. 

Let us gather in the fellowship hall for 
refreshments and conversation about our history 
and what it means to "Share God's Love and 
Care for Community" . 
HELP NEEDED TO FIND PICTURES! We have 
pictures of all the Confirmation Classes from 
1925 to the present except for 1995 thru 1998.
Can you help find these missing pictures? The 
book of the confirmation pictures will be on 
display along with other historical treasures on 
Dec. 7 for the Anniversary Event.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM ON 
DECEMBER 14 

 

Mark your calendars for our annual Christmas 
program, celebrating the birth of our Savior. The 
program will take place at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
December 14. This year's event will be a more 
traditional Christmas pageant and feature many 
Christmas carols. After the service, we will have 
refreshments in the Fellowship Hall. If you would 
like to help in any way, please contact Karl or 
Claudine Scheife or Laura Lee. It's not too late 
for your children to be involved! 

CALLING ALL WOMEN – 
 

Bible Study - Monday, Dec 22 at Jane 
Christenson's home. Faith in the Family, based 
on Acts 16:15

AN INVITATION TO THE WOMEN OF 
ST. OLAF  

 

(Guests and young women are welcome)
As a special thank you for sharing your gifts to 
help make the Lutefisk Dinner and Bake Sale 
special and successful, please accept our 
invitation to our Fourth Spa Day and Luncheon. 
The event will be held on Saturday, January 
24, 2015, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. Once again we have a special 
day planned that will offer you the opportunity to 
enjoy some special treats just for you! There will 
also be lunch, laughter, good conversation and 
wonderful fellowship available for all. A sign up 
sheet will be available sometime in early 
January. Please contact Cindy Schlieve, 920-
474-7134, or Elaine Monis, 920-344-3791, with 
any questions about the day.



ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The Adult Education Committee (AEC) has been 
working on a very special series of opportunities 
for the upcoming months, beginning in January 
2015. We're taking a sabbatical from classes for 
the month of December since everyone has so 
many plans and activities already. Please take 
the opportunity to attend any of the other events 
that are happening in December here at St. Olaf. 
You'll find information on most events or 
activities elsewhere within this newsletter.

We are very excited to offer you the opportunity 
to look at your wellbeing by looking at different 
aspects of your life. One of the books we will 
use as reference is entitled Wellbeing: "The Five 
Essential Elements" written by Tom Rath and 
Jim Harter. One of the things we'll learn about is 
our strengths and how we can use that 
knowledge to better understand the choices we 
make in our lives or perhaps how we can make 
some changes that are more in keeping with our 
strengths and who we are. Once we learn our 
strengths, we can take that knowledge in so 
many different directions! It will be a fun and 
enlightening program that will offer you a wealth 
of information and knowledge about your life and 
how to best interact with others as well. More 
details will be available in coming weeks. Watch 
the January Caller for more information.

We look forward to seeing many of you -- adults, 
confirmed youth, parents and grandparents are 
all welcome. Please contact Cindy Schlieve, 
Marilyn Carlson, or Pastor Matt, with any 
questions regarding this or other educational 
opportunities.

THANK YOU!! 
 

The fellowship hall was packed Saturday night 
November 1st with about 270 people who 
delighted in the music and humor of the Four 
Guyz In Dinner Jackets. Most were friends and 
neighbors of St. Olaf's making it a true and 
successful community event. People came from 
as far away as Germantown, Wales, Baraboo, 
Sullivan, Waukesha, Oostburg, and Milwaukee 
to delight in the Guyz' new show. You can say 
"yes" to your friends who are asking you if we
will have them back again. The event brought in 

$4,251 to St. Olaf's which was designated by the 
event organizers to the following church funds: 

$1,500 west parking lot lighting 
$1,000 mortgage 
$800 history hallway 
$631 youth 
$320 general fund 

Do you have a favorite church project, group, or 
ministry you wish you could do more to support. 
Turn your time and talents into financial support 
by organizing a fund raising effort. We are 
blessed with having the facilities to do it. Turn 
that blessing into God's work. Bring your idea to 
a member of the Leadership Team. We are in 
the business of facilitating good ideas.

 

WHY DO YOU GIVE TO THE CHURCH? 
By Grace Duddy Pomroy

Glenn Taibl recently asked me, “What are 
we missing from the stewardship with adults 
under 40 conversation?” I think that one piece 
that we may have overlooked is the question of 
“why?” Why do you give to the church? And the 
bigger question of “why church?” Simon Sinek, 
in his TED talk (ted.com), “How Great Leaders 
Inspire Action” said, “People don’t buy what you 
do, they buy why you do it.” If congregations 
want to engage adults under 40 in not only 
becoming generous people, but specifically 
being generous to the church, we have to be 
able to answer the question of “why.” There are 
so many wonderful causes to give to today, 
especially many wonderful faith-based charities. 
What is the congregation’s unique claim?

I recently led two workshops on narrative 
budgeting in the Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod. During one of the workshops, I asked the 
participants to answer the question: “why give to 
the church?” One woman responded, “why not 
give to the church? I don’t understand why 
people don’t give to the church.” And I probed 
her, “but, why should they?” And the flood gates 
opened. She said with a smile, “well, my church 
is like a second family to me, I take care of my 
first house so I also take care of my second 
home -- the church.” At the root of her giving 
was this deep sense of community that she 
found. Immediately, when she said that her 
church was “her second family” I wanted to hear 
more. I wanted to hear the stories behind her 
statement.



The best way to share the “why” with 
young adults is by telling the stories of 
transformation in your community. 
Stewardship is living by faith, best told through 
stories of hope. We are eager to hear about your 
traditions and liturgy, but we are more eager to 
hear about how lives are being transformed in 
and through your congregation. According to 
the 2013 Millennial Impact report, the number 
one and two reasons that Millennials (young 
adults born between 1981 and 2000) give 
money to an organization is because they were 
inspired and they saw an example of how their 
gift will make an impact. Transformational 
stories not only inspire, but they can help to 
illustrate how gifts to the congregation make an 
impact.

So, how do you integrate these stories of
hope and transformation into the stewardship
ministry at your congregation? I think that one of
the best ways to do this is by using a narrative 
budget, or ministry plan, in addition to a line item 
budget. A narrative budget connects the money 
to the mission and ministry of the congregation 
using a story or narrative style. It connects each 
dollar spent to a specific element of the 
congregation’s mission and ministry rather than 
particular programs or staff.

It has been said that young adults prefer 
to give to a specific project or “inspiring cause.”
People often ask me, “Well, the specific projects 
are all well and good. But how do you get young 
adults to support the general fund of the church, 
how do you get them to fund the light bill?” Great 
question! My answer, “Why are the lights on? 
What is going on in your congregation when the 
lights are on?” The lights are on on Thursday 
evening because the choir is practicing, they are 
on on Sunday morning for worship, they are on 
on Saturday morning as we prepare meals for 
“Meals on Wheels” -- you name it. What is God 
up to in your congregation when the lights are 
on? These are the stories that connect money to 
ministry in a narrative budget.

The greatest thing about this focus on 
“why church” and the telling of stories of hope is 
that this is not only helpful and inspiring for 
young adults, but for people of all ages. Making 
your congregation a place where the “why”
question is taken seriously and where stories of 

hope and transformation are freely shared will 
enliven and empower your community. It will 
help them connect the resources that they give 
to the church to the money and ministry of the 
congregation not the numbers in 
the budget.

 
ST. OLAF SUNDAY SCHOOL 

PRESENTS 

JESUS IS BORN! 
NOV. 23, 30 & DECEMBER 21 

 

The Gospel of Luke tells the wondrous 
story of how a group of every day people heard 
of and witnessed the birth of the Babe of 
Bethlehem. Shepherds watching their sheep are 
visited by angel messengers with the news of 
the coming Messiah. The long awaited Savior’s
birth was good news of great joy. The shepherds 
rushed to Jesus’ birthplace and after giving 
thanks went out glorifying God.

The story of the coming of a Savior is a 
story for all of us. Luke tells of every-day, 
average working people in the midst of doing 
their jobs receiving the greatest news from God, 
news that would change their lives, change the 
world. The story shows God breaking in with 
joyful messengers. The shepherds’ response, 
after the glory of the moment, is the decision to 
go and see for themselves. After witnessing the 
miracle of Jesus’ birth, the shepherds spread the 
news. Then they returned to give God the Glory.  
Our Sunday School rotation will focus on this 
wonderful gift that God has given us and 
reinforce the story from the Bible.

Sunday School Classes 
In the Oasis Café we will enjoy a yummy snack 
that celebrates the coming of our Savior.
In Colors of Faith we will create an instrument or 
ornament that helps us to remember the love of 
God who sent us a baby as a Messiah.
In Creation Exploration we will see how we can 
help spread the news that Jesus is born! 
In Jammin’ with Jesus we will play games to 
remind us of what happened when the angels 
gave the good news that Jesus was born.

Our focus verse: 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
Luke 2:11



NEWS  regarding Opportunities for YOUTH & Families 
For December, 2014      Mark your calendars so you won’t miss out 

   

Helping out at our annual LUTEFISK  DINNER 

1 service point for each hour you help out for Confirmation Class students 

Confirmation Class and High School Youth are once again needed to help out at our annual Lutefisk Dinner 
on Sat. Dec. 6th between 10:30 and 5:30 p.m.  Join the festive atmosphere while helping out where needed.  
Please wear black or dark pants & white or light colored top, no jeans please.  Remember to sign up on the 

Lutefisk Dinner sign-up poster for a shift of 10:30-2:00 or 2:00-5:30 in the Gathering area.    Thanks 

to those youth that already signed up to help.    
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM in Remembrance of Whose Birthday??? 

1.5 service points for Confirmation class students and 1 point each for practice  

Our annual Christmas Program is Sunday, December 14
th

 at 11:00 a.m. (arrive by 10:15 a.m. or come to 

the worship service with your family that day) Everyone will get ready during the Sunday School hour 

following worship. Let’s celebrate together the real “Reason for the Season” with this annual tradition.  
High School youth not in the Program are asked to come & help with the little ones, be greeters, or 

help with the food and fellowship that will follow the Program or just come with your family to see the 

program.  Practice is Sunday Dec. 7th at 10:15 and Sat. Dec 13th 9-11:00 a.m. for dress rehearsal.    

     Mini Golf in Winter???    Sure thing!    Watch for details of when & where 

Planning on going sometime during Christmas break.  Date and time to be determined; e-mail will be sent 
with details 

 

“SWAG” EVENT FOR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 

Where are you “rooted”?   

Time for a new experience?  Need to be inspired?   Need to register if interested… 

It’s an event for youth from many churches, near and far. It's the Synod-Wide Annual Gathering. $150 per 
participant & includes the water park but a portion of your registration will be paid for you.  Let Justine 
know if interested or sign up on the Youth board.  Reservations needed by Dec. 7th.  Invite a friend to go 

along.  You may just have a good time, learn something new, or see someone you know there. Other 
youth from your area High Schools will be participating, ask if any of your friends are going. 

“SWAG”   Annual High School Youth/Young Adult Gathering   

When: Friday-Sunday, January 23-25, 2015                     Where: Blue Harbor Resort, Sheboygan, WI 

        How Much: $150 (Your Cost $75.00)       Theme: Rooted! 
             If sports are not taking up your time that weekend, think about trying something new to experience                           

                                              

 

LASERTAG ANYONE ?? 

We’re planning a St. Olaf “Cross-Generational” event for youth 12 yrs. old & up, teens, parents, and 
mentors that would like to join in at Lasertag Adventure in Waukesha, a Christian based company, on 

Sat. Jan. 24, 2015 from 6-9:00 p.m.  We would meet here at 5:00 p.m. and carpool.  Price would be 

$25.00/person and include the lasertag, tokens for other games and a pizza party. 
Please sign up on the Youth board if interested.  We need parent drivers.  No waiver form is needed and no 
permission slip is needed if a parent is attending.  Justine has the Confirmation Class permission slips.  
Check it out at www.lasertagadventure.com

Remember the “Reason for the Season”  


