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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question: The Old Testament tells of Moses, 

Abraham, Elijah and others hearing the voice of 
God.  Why don’t we hear God’s voice today? 

Answer:  That question has been asked for a 

long time!  It was first asked by the Jews while 
they were exiled in Egypt. Even Moses agonized 
over the hidden face of God, asking, "Why have 
you done evil to this people? Why have you sent 
me?" (Exodus 5:22)  While Moses heard the 
voice of God, the rest of God’s people did not.

Still Moses did hear, and so did the prophets.  
And God communicated through them with us.  
But then God became quiet.  The prophets 
ceased.  Alexander the Great conquered Israel.  
He began imposing Greek culture on the Jewish 
people and over the Jewish land.  For about 300 
years God’s voice was not heard. 

It was during this time that the rabbis came 
about.  Realizing the silence and wanting to 
maintain their identity in the midst of cultural 
conversion, intelligent Jews began to form to 
study scripture and teach it to the people.  They 
were called “Rabbi” which simply means 
teacher.  It was an intellectual approach to keep 
and maintain the ways God’s people alive since 
direct access to God had been lost.

Then came Jesus.  

It is significant that the New Testament notes
God’s voice being heard.  That hadn’t happened 
for a long time.  It may not be so surprising to us 
that Jesus heard God’s voice.  At his baptism, “A
voice came from heaven: ‘You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’”
(Mark 1:11)  But it may surprise us that Jesus’
followers also heard God’s voice. When Peter, 
James and John were at Jesus’ transfiguration, 
“A cloud appeared and covered them, and a 

voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my Son, 
whom I love. Listen to him!’” (Mark 9:7)  Mark
notes that at Jesus’ baptism the heavens were 
torn apart when the Spirit descended like a 
dove.  Torn.  Never to be put back together 
again.  With the Son among us, God was 
speaking again.

Still not everyone heard God’s voice as 
discernable.  As Jesus was speaking about his 
death, he said, “’Father, bring glory to your 
name!’ And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘I have 
brought glory to it, and I will do so again.’  The 
crowds standing there heard the voice, and 
some of them said it was thunder, while others 
said, ‘An angel spoke to him!’” (John 12:28-29)  
This interaction echoes from the time of Moses.  
While Moses was receiving the 10 
Commandments, Exodus 20:1 says, “God
spoke…” and the commandments were given.  
When God had finished speaking, verses 18-19
say, “When the people heard the thunder and 
the trumpet blast and saw the lightning and the 
smoking mountain, they trembled with fear and 
stood a long way off.  They said to Moses, ‘If 
you speak to us we will listen; but we are afraid 
that if God speaks to us, we will die’.”    While 
the interaction in John echoes Exodus, there is 
one noted difference—in John we are no longer 
afraid when God speaks.

It makes sense the fear is removed in Christ, 
since now God comes to us in Christ Jesus for 
our benefit.  Even more so, it is in our baptism 
that we are made one with the body of Christ.  It 
is each of us living out our own purpose as a 
part of that body that Christ’s work and ministry 
is fulfilled in the here and now.  (1 Corinthians 
12:27-31)  But that brings us back to your 
question—If we are the body of Christ and we 
are to fulfill Christ’s ministry, then why wouldn’t
God speak to us in order to better make that 
happen?



A couple thoughts on that: some claim to have 
heard God’s voice, ever since the Christian 
church began.  Others often do not know what to 
do with such claims.  I have noticed one 
common theme that typically happens in their 
hearing God’s voice.  Oftentimes when God’s
voice is heard loud and clear and is easily 
discernable, that person often describes a 
situation that needs a sudden turn-around.  It 
seems as if God intervenes boldly when God 
needs to make sudden alterations.  So what 
about the other times?  God intervenes in more 
subtle ways.  Luther used to describe God’s
voice as small and quiet. He also described 
what we hear when we listen to a sermon is not 
only the pastor’s words, but even more so, the 
Words of the Holy Spirit placing the message we 
need to hear into our hearts.  What is interesting 
is when a person tells me why a sermon I gave 
was great, what they describe is different than 
what someone else says about how it touched 
their life.  Sometimes, I even think, I don’t
remember saying that.  Other preachers have 
shared the similar experiences.  God is at 
work…God is still speaking…often just subtly 
and quietly.

Rabbi Freeman of New York puts it this way: 

In our own lives, He (God) remains silent 
only when we do not know how to listen. If 
you are waiting for a booming voice from the 
sky to answer your prayers, you may be like 
the child who is riding her bike into a wall and 
waiting for her father to catch and stop her. 
But if you will look into your own mind and 
heart which God has given you and the 
signposts He places all around you, there, if 
you seek with sincerity, you will surely hear 
His voice loud and clear—and find the 
brakes right on time. 

In truth, in His absence He and His 
kindness towards us is found even more than 
in His presence. That is His greatness and 
that is His awesomeness.

God’s Peace,

Pastor Matt

 
November Lay Ministry Schedule 

Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 

Sat., Nov. 1
5:00 p.m.

Dave 
Johnston

Sun., Nov. 2
9:00 a.m. 

Dawn 
Freiburger

Alan 
Cameron

Sat., Nov. 8
5:00 p.m.

George
Monis

Sun., Nov. 9
9:00 a.m.

Cindy 
Schlieve

Andrew 
Hoffmann

Sat., Nov. 15
5:00 p.m.

Anne 
Hautala

Sun., Nov. 16
9:00 a.m.

Max 
Roth

Destiny 
Krueger

Sat., Nov. 22
5:00 p.m.

Dawn 
Freiburger

Sun., Nov. 23
9:00 am

Jennifer 
Guenther

Ben 
Guenther

Wed., Nov. 26
7:00 pm

Mary 
Hershoff

Lauren 
Hautala

Sat., Nov. 29
5:00 p.m.

Anne 
Hautala

Sun., Nov. 30
9:00 a.m.

Marie 
Galbraith

Lauryn 
Slade

November Altar Guild: Jane Christenson, 
Kathy Larson
November Counters: John Roth, Randy Buth, 
June Sumnicht, Mary Hershoff

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Alan Cameron, Karl Monis
2 Tim Stewart
4 Justine Cadena, Parker Klink
5 Thomas Ziebell
6 Deborah Christenson, Claudine Scheife
7 Brandon Meier, Kendall Uhlman
9 Carmen DeBack
10 Kathleen Howell
12 Lauren Tremblay
13 Tyler Christenson, Gene Eggert, George 

Monis
15 Jodi Collien
17 Carly Becker
18 Amadeo Cadena
19 Julie Bohen
21 Jacob Buth
24 Joyce Christopherson, Marco Tudjan
27 Ariel Birkel, Dave Kraemer
28 Rae Anne Scheife
30 Marie Galbraith, Hannah Scheife



  

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Tiernan & Christina Byerly (7)
7 Rodney & Gwen Downing (33)
9 Jeff & Autumn Tremblay (1)

21 William & Kathy Smithyman (38)
28 Jeffrey & Lori Dauss (22)

ST. OLAF NEWS 
During October, we were blessed to welcome 
the newest member to our parish family:

Joshua Caden Klink on October 12, 2014
Blessings to Joshua and his family!!

 
 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP 
Wed., November 26, at 7 pm 

At this time of Thanksgiving, when we
have so much to be thankful for, please 
bring non-perishable items for the Ashippun
Bread Basket to help those less fortunate.  The 
display and collection place will be located in
the Gathering space just before entering
our Sanctuary.  It will be available from the
beginning of November through Thanksgiving.

Thank you! 

ADVENT, 2014 
PLEASE HELP! 

Advent is on its way! In the past we have 
enjoyed “families”—whether friend family or 
blood related—gathered around the  Advent 
wreath leading the congregation in devotion.
This year we are looking forward to this activity 
again. We are looking for help on weekends of 
Nov.29th/Nov. 30th, Dec. 6th/7th, Dec. 13th/14th,
Dec. 20st/21nd, as well as our 4:00 and 7:00 P.M. 
Christmas Eve services. We have all the 
readings prepared, if you wish to look them 
over. Please check your 
calendars and see if you can 
help. If you are able, contact 
Clara Birkel (262-622-3191) or 
sign up on the sign-up sheet in 
the Gathering space.   If no 
families volunteer, Pastor will do the lighting.

FOUR GUYZ in Dinner Jackets 

November 1st 2014 (7:00 to 

9:00 PM) 

MORTGAGE DRIVE
We are looking for donations to the St. Olaf 
mortgage fund in advance of refinancing in 
November. A matching fund has been given to 
help maximize our contributions to the mortgage 
this month. Please give any extra amount of 
money as you can to make refinancing our 
mortgage even more effective!

CONGREGATION MEETING 
November 9, 2014 

A short congregational meeting will be held 
November 9th in the sanctuary immediately 
following the special service being planned.  
Come and stay for lefse making after the 
meeting! 

WOMEN OF GRACE BIBLE STUDY 
Please feel welcome to come and enjoy our 
monthly Bible Study on Monday, November 10, 
at 7:00. Our new fall study Transforming Life 
and Faith is written by Carol LaHurd. 
THE BIBLE STUDY WILL BE AT CHURCH.

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
On November 16th, we'll again return to the
{Crazy Book} topics. This time we'll look at the 
life of Joseph, son of Jacob. We'll get together in 
the Fellowship Hall at 10:15 a.m. We look 
forward to seeing many of you -- adults, 
confirmed youth, parents and grandparents are 
all welcome. Please contact Cindy Schlieve, 
920-474-7134, with any questions regarding the 
education opportunities.

 

FAMILY PROMISE 
Family Promise guests will be at St Olaf the
week of Nov. 16.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

and  PLEASE sign up! 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ 
Many of you know Adam Heimermann and/or 
his family from Erin. Adam is a student at 
Hartford High and was injured severely on the 
football field and will need another surgery. 
PLEASE PRAY FOR ADAM to be healed.  Pray 
for his family, for the doctors and 
anesthesiologists performing the surgery and 
everyone else caring for him in this critical time. 
God hears prayers and we can all be his prayer 
warriors. 

Also, volunteers are needed for the upcoming 
fundraiser for his medical bills. The info is below. 
You can either go on the website yourself to 
sign up to help, then let me know who is able 
to help and when, or I can sign you up if you 
let me know when and who can volunteer. 

Baked goods are also needed and we all know 
how good St. Olaf people bake. 
 

PLEASE consider volunteering and sign up 
ASAP or let me know to sign you up. It's our 

way of "Sharing God's Love and Caring for 
Community". 

Here are the details: 
There will be a spaghetti dinner for Adam 
Heimermann on November 15, open to the 
public from 3-7 pm at the Erin Town Hall.
There are specific times and areas that help is 
needed which you will see when you go to the 
site listed below. Pick a time most convenient for 
you and your family or friends to go and help 
out.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054cadac2
9aa8-spaghetti
To donate baked goods sign up here: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054cadac2
9aa8-bake

It is being organized by St Mary's of the Hill. 
They are asking for lots of help to cook, 
promote, bake, serve, etc. 

This is a great opportunity for our youth to 
volunteer in the community and for our church to 
reach out and help a member of the community 
and our friends.

Thanks, and blessings to all of you, 
Justine 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM IS COMING 
Mark your calendars for our annual Christmas 
program. This year's will be a little different and 
will be more of a traditional Christmas pageant. 
If you would be interested in helping, please 
contact Karl or Claudine Scheife or Laura Lee. 
We need people of all ages to help. The 
program will be held Sunday, December 14, at 
11 a.m. Rehearsals will be Sunday, December 7 
during the Sunday School hour, starting at 
10:15. Then on Saturday, December 13, we will 
have practice from 9-11 a.m. It will be a 
wonderful time to share the message of the birth 
of our Savior with our community, so please help 
out in any way you can. 

170TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR 
CONGREGATION 

St Olaf Lutheran Church was established by 
Norwegian immigrants seeking to worship in 
America as they had in their homeland in 
December 1844, 170 years ago. More 
information to come!!

 

 
LEARNING GENEROSITY AT HOME

by Kent Johnson
Throughout twenty years of ordained ministry I 

have often mentioned my parents as role models in 
my faith formation. Naturally, people have inquired if 
I was a “PK” (preacher’s kid). Most of the time my 
response has been: “NO, but I am a ‘TK’ (tither’s
kid)…and for that I am forever grateful!”                                                     

Early in my childhood my parents entrusted me 
with an allowance. Along with my allowance came 
the expectation that I would put 10% of my 
allowance into my offering envelope each week. 
Receiving a weekly allowance meant I always had 
something to share with the ministry of the church. 
When I began to earn income mowing lawns, snow 
shoveling or babysitting, I was able to “do the simple 
math” and give 10% of that income. It was important 
to learn how to tithe.

Saturday evenings were predictable in my 
childhood home. During dinner my parents would 
ask my siblings and me if we had finished 
our Sunday school lesson AND if we had prepared 
our offering envelope for church the next morning. 
We were not allowed to do anything else that 

REMINDER: SCRIP CARDS MAKE 
GREAT STOCKING STUFFERS!!



evening until we showed them we were ready 
for Sunday. My little offering envelopes were initially 
filled with small change, then eventually small bills. 
My parents set an example for me by also placing 
their envelope into the offering plate each week.                        

I also learned about generosity when my parents 
would talk with us about their giving. I remember one 
conversation in particular that took place in the car 
while driving home from a visit to our grandparents. 
My father turned down the radio to share the good 
news that he had received a bonus check at work. 
My siblings and I quickly quieted down when our 
mother asked if we had ideas for using the bonus 
money. Of course we had many ideas of “new 
things” we wanted to have. After listening carefully, 
my parents told us about a family in need due to 
unemployment and a health crisis. Suddenly our 
“wants” looked different. As a family, we soon agreed 
that dad’s bonus would be a real blessing to that 
family. Generous people see the needs of others.  

Unfortunately, my wife and I have not been as 
intentional in teaching our children how to be 
generous. Since we did not give our children 
allowances, it seemed pointless to teach our children 
about tithing when they did not have “an income”
from which to base their giving. Furthermore, my wife 
and I have found “simply giving” to be a helpful 
means for making our contributions to church so our 
children have not observed our regular giving during 
worship. Even so, it is never too late to help our 
children discover the joy of living generous lives.

As our second high school graduate has 
completed his summer job and is now heading off to 
college, I encouraged him to take a close look at his 
last paystub and to give thanks for all that he 
earned—and saved—this summer. I asked him to 
prayerfully consider making a contribution of 10% of 
his gross pay to church and a charity of his choice. 
Giving a tithe of his summer earnings will seem like a 
huge amount to a college student. I told him it will 
never be easier to tithe, or more important, than right 
now. This is how he will discover the joy of living 
generously that will shape his entire life. It is my 
hope and prayer for all three of my children that 
should they ever be asked, “Are you a PK,” that they 
will each answer, “Yes, but better than that, I am a 
TK.”

 
 

 
ST. OLAF SUNDAY 

SCHOOL PRESENTS 

JESUS IS BORN! 
NOVEMBER 23, 30 & 

DECEMBER 21 

 
The Gospel of Luke tells the wondrous 

story of how a group of every day people heard 
of and witnessed the birth of the Babe of 
Bethlehem. Shepherds watching their sheep are 
visited by angel messengers with the news of 
the coming Messiah. The long awaited Savior’s
birth was good news of great joy. The shepherds 
rushed to Jesus’ birthplace and after giving 
thanks went out glorifying God.

The story of the coming of a Savior is a 
story for all of us. Luke tells of every-day, 
average working people in the midst of doing 
their jobs receiving the greatest news from God, 
news that would change their lives, change the 
world. The story shows God breaking in with 
joyful messengers. The shepherds’ response, 
after the glory of the moment, is the decision to 
go and see for themselves. After witnessing the 
miracle of Jesus’ birth, the shepherds spread the 
news. Then they returned to give God the Glory.  
Our Sunday School rotation will focus on this 
wonderful gift that God has given us and 
reinforce the story from the Bible.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
In the Oasis Café we will enjoy a yummy snack 
that celebrates the coming of our Savior.
In Colors of Faith we will create an instrument or 
ornament that helps us to remember the love of 
God who sent us a baby as a Messiah.
In Creation Exploration we will see how we can 
help spread the news that Jesus is born! 
In Jammin’ with Jesus we will play games to 
remind us of what happened when the angels 
gave the good news that Jesus was born. 
 

Our focus verse: 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
Luke 2:11



NEWS  regarding Opportunities for YOUTH & Families 
For November, 2014      Mark your calendars so you won’t miss out 

 
THE  “INVITATION” 

The “Invitation” is extended to High School Students to join us on Sunday evenings from 6-7:30 p.m. 

downstairs in the Activity Room.  No two evenings are the same.  For those of you that are confirmed, this is a 

great way to continue that journey of growing in faith.  Remember, confirmation was not graduation, but “the 

beginning”.   Join us whenever you are able.  Get your homework done early!

Come to gather, learn, discuss, support one another, and most importantly, to pray together!

Come and find out what SWAG is all about and plans for next summer’s trip 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP AT SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER  

FOR ADAM HEIMERMANN   (the injured high school football player)

Sat. Nov. 15  at Erin Town Hall    3-7 p.m.  pick a shift 

Refer to the e-mail sent to you with all the information 

Sign up online or at church or text Justine 

PARENT & YOUTH NIGHT with COOKIE MAKING 

Need High School students to join in the fun too 

It’s also the End of First Trimester Conference for Confirmation Class Students 

1.5 points for Confirmation Class students

Sunday, November 30, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. will be Parent Night for Confirmation Class & High School students 

and their parents.  Drag your parent to church so we can all make cookies, Rosettes, Krumkaka, Fruit Soup, and 

peel potatoes together to serve at our Lutefisk Dinner.  

Confirmation Class students please make sure your Service Hour sheet and Point System chart is in your 

folder in the bin and is up-to-date and you are taking sermon notes and putting them in your folder.   

       

SHOREHAVEN 

Sunday, Nov. 23, 2014   Meet at St. Olaf at 9:00 a.m., return by Noon

3 service points for Confirmation Class students

Please sign up on the calendar on the Youth board in the hallway or text Justine.  Need a parent to go along.   

 

ASHIPPUN  BREAD  BASKET  FOOD  PANTRY 

Wed. Nov. 26
th

  6:00 p.m. (meet at St. Olaf’s) 

1 service point for Confirmation Class Students (but they are not the only ones that can go) 

 

Anyone, any age can go and stock shelves at the food pantry in Ashippun.  The last Wed. of the month is the 

day St. Olaf is scheduled to stock the pantry.  Need at least one adult and a few youth to go.   Sign up on the 

Youth board calendar or text Justine.  We will return by 7:00 p.m. just in time for the Thanksgiving Worship 

Service here.  

 

“SWAG”   Annual High School Youth/Young Adult Gathering   

When: Friday-Sunday, January 23-25, 2015                     Where: Blue Harbor Resort, Sheboygan, WI 
        How Much: $150 (Your Cost $75.00)       Theme: Rooted! 

        If sports are not taking up your time that weekend, think about trying something new to experience                           
                                             More info will be available in the next few weeks. 

Coming this Winter:   Laser tag –Watch for upcoming dates & details

 



 

BAKE SALE DETAILS  

OH BOY! IT'S ALMOST TIME FOR THE LUTEFISK DINNER AND ALL THAT BAKING FUN!

Mark your calendars for SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2014. Our annual BAKE SALE will again be 
held during the Lutefisk Dinner. All proceeds from the bake sale are donated to various missions. 
Some missions we have donated to the in the past include Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Social 
Services, Women of the ELCA, ELCA Global Missions, the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota, local food pantries, and Family Promise.

In order to make this year's BAKE SALE successful, we need a large variety of homemade
baked goods donated by our members. (These baked goods are in addition to the suggested 4 
dozen Norwegian or fancy cookies per family donated to serve at the dinner.)

Many types of baked goods are welcome, but some are more popular. Some examples of the best 
selling items are as follows: any Norwegian cookies; fancy cookies (such as frosted cut-outs, 
spritz, pecan fingers, etc.); specialty breads; stöllen; pies; homemade candy; or your family 
favorites. You may wish to include the recipe with your baked goods -- especially your family 
favorites. The St. Olaf cookbooks have many recipes you may wish to try. We will have some 
recipes posted on the St. Olaf website again this year.

If you have never made any of the Norwegian recipes and would like to learn, there is a schedule 
for making a variety of cookies on the back of this page. The schedule also includes other dates 
that you can help in preparation for the Lutefisk Dinner. We once again have two additional bake 
dates this year; one is to make Julekaka (also known as Christmas bread or the Norwegian version 
of stöllen) and the other is for making specialty cookies, many of which are Norwegian but are not 
the ones we have made before. Jessie Bohen will be leading the Julekaka baking day and Laura 
Savatski will be leading the specialty cookie day.

Please bring your baked goods to the church by 7 p.m. on Thursday, December 4th. It is not 
necessary to price items, but we would welcome suggestions for pricing of your baked goods. It 
would also be very helpful if an ingredient list can be included with your donations. Cookies may be 
left in bulk containers if you would like and we will create assortments with them.

Please contact Cindy Schlieve at 920-474-7134 if you would like to help with set-up, packaging the 
baked goods, selling the baked goods, or if you have any questions about the bake sale.    Thank 

you for your continued support of the bake sale and funding our various missions!



2014 BAKING & LUTEFISK DINNER PREPARATION DATES
(All locations for the projects listed below are at St. Olaf's)

NOTE: PLEASE FEEL FREE TO COME TO AS MANY DATES AS YOU CAN, FOR AS MUCH TIME 

AS YOU HAVE AVAILABLE. MANY HANDS MAKE THE WORK EASIER, QUICKER AND MORE 

FUN!

DAY DATE TIME PROJECT 

Saturday Oct. 18 9:00 a.m. Lefse Baking

Sunday Nov. 9 Noon Lefse Baking

Tuesday Nov. 11 10:30 a.m. Fattigmund

Friday Nov. 14 9:00 a.m. Flatbread

Friday Nov. 14 Noon Lefse Baking

Saturday Nov. 15 8:00 a.m. Prepare Rutabaga

Saturday Nov. 22 9:00 a.m. Specialty Cookie Day

Sunday Nov. 23 10:30 a.m. Cookies/Rosettes

Monday Nov. 24 6:00 p.m. Cookies

Sunday Nov. 30 6:00 p.m. Cookies (youth/parents)

Thursday Dec. 4 8:00 a.m. Julekaka

Thursday Dec. 4 3:00 p.m. Meatballs

Thursday Dec. 4 4:00 p.m. Jello Salads

Friday Dec. 5 9:00 a.m. Frost Julekaka

Friday Dec. 5 9:00 a.m. to  

finish

Set up for the Dinner and 

for the Bake Sale

Friday Dec. 5 4:00 p.m. Finish Jello Salads

Saturday Dec. 6 8:00 a.m. Finish Bake Sale Set Up

Saturday Dec. 6 8:00 a.m. Finish Dinner Preparations

Saturday  Dec. 6 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. LUTEFISK DINNER 

Saturday Dec. 6 5:00 p.m. Worship Service (healing 

service) All are welcome 

to attend the service 


