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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question:   In last month’s ‘Ask the Pastor,’ you 
mentioned the book of Revelation.  That got me 
thinking.  I have tried to read that book, and I 
cannot make any sense out of it.  What is 
Revelation all about? 
 
Answer:  You’re not alone. Revelation is one of the 
most difficult books to understand without a 
significant amount of insider information.  For 
example, in Revelation 17 it describes a woman 
riding a beast, and that woman is a great city built on 
seven hills.  What in the world is that talking about?  
Well, it is a lot of imagery to describe Rome.  How do 
we know this?  Because Rome was widely known 
back in the day as the city build on seven hills.  Even 
today, while there are other cities built on seven hills 
around the world, that phrase still most commonly 
refers to Rome.  Why would Revelation be written 
this way? How can I be so sure of this is what it 
means?   

Well, to answer these questions we need to 
first ask another question: “To whom was Revelation 
written?”  Lucky for us, the book of Revelation 
answers that question itself.  Revelation 1:11 states, 
“Write in a book what you see and send it to the 
seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to 
Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, 
and to Laodicea.”  These are the names of seven 
cities that existed around 95 A.D. when Revelation 
was written.  You can even look them up on an 
ancient map if you want.  The book then goes on to 
describe the particular struggles each Christian 
church was undergoing in each of these cities.  In 
short, what they all had in common was maintaining 
their Christian identity while living under the 
influences of the Roman rule. 

The book then goes on to show how Rome’s 
promises and strength, while impressive at the time, 
ultimately falls short when compared to the one living 
God revealed though Jesus Christ.  Over and over 
again the book lifts up each of the things that Rome 
flaunts, and then shows how God is more powerful, 
and that Rome will crumble in the end.  Looking at 
Rome today, it is but a shadow of its former self.  I 
think it is safe to conclude that Jesus, whose ways 
are alive and active, did indeed win in the end. 

So, why was Revelation written in such 
strange language?  This type of writing is called 
Apocalyptic writing.  It was very popular back in that 
time period.  It can be similarly compared to science 
fiction  or fantasy writing today.  It is difficult for us to 
understand since that writing style has since died 
out, that the images that were used and what they 
referred to are no longer a part of our culture.  But 
you have to remember: this book was written to give 
hope to the people back then and to keep them alive 
in faith during the circumstances of their times.  John 
of Patmos did not have us in mind when writing this 
book.  This book is still relevant to us, though, as we 
look at the particular challenges each of those 
churches were struggling.  Their struggles are similar 
to the struggles many of our churches encounter 
today.  So John’s message still holds true for we 
Christians of the 21st century as it did for the 
Christians of the 1st century:  The power of Christ 
supersedes all earthly powers.  In the end, the ways 
of Christ will be all that remains. 

So, you may ask, “How do I know all this?”  
Simple, I took a class on the Book of Revelation 
back in seminary.  All the information that this book 
refers to is available to us.  One thing Rome did very 
well was record everything.  Those records remain 
for us today to look at, read, study, and piece 
together.  One of the professors, Craig Koester, at 
Luther Seminary researched this book and pieced 
together all the information that Revelation is 
referring to.  He wrote a book called, Revelation and 
the End of All Things, and taught a class on it.  You 
can purchase it from Amazon if you like 
(http://www.amazon.com/Revelation-End-
Things-Craig-Koester/dp/0802846602). 
 
God’s Peace, 
 
Pastor Matt 
 

P.S. Please send me more questions 
 

ST. OLAF NEWS 
During October, we were blessed to welcome 
our two newest members to our parish family: 

Caleb Mathias Row on 10/19, and 
Benjamin David Becker on 10/20 
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Esther Mason passed away on Friday, October 
11, 2013 at the age of 87.   
Esther Christenson passed away on Wed, 
October 23, 2013 at the age of 94. 
They will be remembered for so many things at 
our church.   God’s peace to both families. 
 

November Lay Ministry Schedule 
Date Asst. Minister  

Acolyte 

Sat. Nov. 2 
5:00 p.m. 

Sandy  
Friedl 

 
 

Sun. Nov. 3 
9:00 a.m. 

Cindy  
Schlieve 

Logan  
DeBack 

Sat., Nov. 9 
5:00 pm 

Dawn 
Freiburger 

 

Sun., Nov. 10 
9:00 a.m. 

Jane 
Christenson 

Jordyn  
Sutrick 

Sat., Nov. 16 
5:00 p.m. 

Marie  
Galbraith 

 

Sun., Nov. 17 
9:00 a.m. 

Justine  
Cadena 

Rachel  
Roth 

Sat., Nov. 23 
5:00 pm 

Mary  
Hershoff 

 

Sun., Nov. 24 
9:00 am 

Jennifer 
Guenther 

Colin  
Hautala 

Wed, Nov. 27 
7:00 pm 

Sandy  
Friedl 

Catherine 
VanLare 

Sat., Nov. 30 
9:00 am 

Dave  
Johnston 

 

November Altar Guild: Marlene Connell, Kathy 
Larson 
November Counters: John Roth, Randy Buth, 
June Sumnicht, Mary Hershoff 
 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Tiernan and Christina Byerly 
21 Lincoln and Kathy Smithyman 
28 Jeffrey and Lori Dauss  

 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

2 Alan Cameron, Karl Monis 
3 Tim Stewart 
4 Justine Cadena, Paula Olson (Lumsden), 

Parker Klink 

5 Thomas Ziebell 
6 Deborah Christenson, Claudine Scheife 
7 Brandon Meier, Kendall Uhlman 
9 Carmen DeBack 
10 Kathleen Howell 
13 Tyler Christenson, Gene Eggert, George 

Monis 
15 Jodi Collien 
17 Carly Becker 
18 Amadeo (Tito) Cadena 
19 Julie Bohen 
21 Jacob Buth, Patsy Hodgson 
24 Joyce Christopherson 
27 Ariel Birkel, Dave Kraemer 
28 Rae Anne Scheife 
30 Marie Galbraith, Hannah Scheife 
 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
The second class using the book {Crazy Book} 
A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Biblical Terms will 
be on Sunday, November 10th at 10:15 a.m. 
At this time that is the only class we have 
planned for November; however, we encourage 
everyone to look over the "2013 Baking and 
Lutefisk Dinner Preparation Dates" schedule, 
(attached), and volunteer your time in whatever 
way you can. If you have never done any of the 
baking or dinner preparation, you have an 
excellent opportunity to learn how. It's a great 
way to get to know congregation members, have 
fun, and accomplish the work that needs to be 
done to prepare for the dinner. As always, if you 
have suggestions for studies or programs you 
would like to see at St. Olaf, please contact any 
of the committee members (Marilyn Carlson, 
Truman Schultz or Cindy Schlieve, chair). 
 

THANKSGIVING EVE 
Truly we are blessed.  Let us be thankful. 

Thanksgiving Services will be on Wednesday 
November 27th at 7 p.m.  We are collecting 
food for the Ashippun Food pantry.  We will have 
baskets out to collect the food beginning 
November 3rd through the 27th.  Please donate 
generously and come worship with us. 
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ASHIPPUN BREAD BASKET FOOD 
PANTRY 

Anyone able to go and stock shelves at the food 
pantry in Ashippun on the last Wednesday of the 
month? 
Need at least two volunteers – either youth 
and  parent or other adults to go on 
Wednesday, November 27th.  Please sign up 
on the Youth Board Calendar.  We would meet 
here at 6:00 p.m. and return by 7:00 p.m. in time 
for the Thanksgiving Worship Service here.  Any 
questions, see Justine. 

 

 
ADVENT, 2013 
PLEASE HELP! 

 
Advent is on its way!  In the past we have 
enjoyed “families”—whether friend family or 
blood related—gathered around the  Advent 
wreath leading the congregation in devotion.  
This year  we are looking forward to this activity 
again.  We are looking for help on weekends of 
Nov.30th/Dec. 1st, Dec. 7th/8th, Dec. 14th/15th, 
Dec. 21st/22nd, as well as our 4:00 and 7:00 P.M. 
Christmas Eve services.  We have all the 
readings prepared, if you wish to look them  
over.  Please check your calendars and see if 
you can help.   
If you are able, contact Clara Birkel (262-622-
3191) and she will get you everything you need 
ahead of time. 
 

MERRY CHRIST-MESS! 
Mark your calendars now for our annual 
Christmas program.  This year’s script has two 
janitors cleaning up all the mess in the 
basement and learning the Christmas story from 
Mary and Elizabeth and lots of other special 
visitors.  The program will be held on Sunday, 
December 15 at 11 a.m.  We will be practicing 
on Sunday, December 8 during the Sunday 
School hour and Saturday, December 14 from 9-
11 a.m., so please keep those mornings free.  
Please bring your children to Sunday School 
each week so we can learn the songs for the 
program.   After our program we will have a 
wonderful meal and fellowship, so please join 
us.  This is an all church production, so if you 
would like to help in any way please contact 

Laura Lee or Anne Hautala.  Let us celebrate 
the birth of our Savior together.   

 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA: 

Again this year, St. Olaf will join forces with the 
choir from St. Jacobi Congregational Church to 
present a Christmas Cantata.  The Cantata this 
year is “Three Kings” and will be presented at 
St. Olaf on Saturday night, January 4 and again 
at St. Jacobi on Sunday morning, January 5.  All 
interested singers and invited and encouraged 
to participate.  If you are not a singer, please 
mark your calendars and plan on attending this 
great event celebrating the birth of Jesus in song 
and scripture.  As in prior years, we’ll rehearse 
on Saturday afternoons from 3:30 – 4:30.  
Rehearsal dates are:  Nov. 16, Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
Dec. 14, Dec. 21 and Dec. 28.  If you have 
questions or would like more information, please 
contact Sue Laubenheimer at:  
bobandsue1@yahoo.com or 262-644-8394.  
And, if you would like to be a part of the cantata 
(and have not already been in contact with Sue) 
please let her know so that she can order music 
for you.  
 

GOSPEL MUSIC QUARTET COMING 
TO ST. OLAF'S 

We have a huge treat coming to you at St. Olaf's 
on February 23, 2014 at 2 PM. 
The Eternity Sings Gospel Quartet will be here 
to entertain you with their glorious harmony and 
inspire you with their message and dedication to 
their ministry. 
We will be joined in presenting this freewill 
offering community event by Zion 
Church in Ashippun and St. John's Church in 
Stone Bank. 
I won't arrange a musical performance for St. 
Olaf's unless it is first class. These guys 
exceeded my expectations. We went to a recent 
performance and were blown away by their 
music, humor, and ministry. I guarantee you will 
absolutely love the up-beat, gospel quartet 
harmony sounds of Eternity. In the style of the 
Oak Ridge Boys, Statler Brothers, Gaither Vocal 
Band and Signature Sound Quartet, this 
energetic foursome features a rich blend of four-
part quartet singing and a positive, family-
friendly stage show. So bring the children of all 
ages. Eternity has a passion for people and 
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enjoys building a playful rapport with the 
audience while delivering rock-solid harmonies 
in their updated version of that great gospel 
quartet sound. 
“People from ages 8-80 enjoy this kind of 
music,” says Eternity. “We have two goals for 
our shows: Everyone must leave with the 
biggest possible smile on their face, and a 
stronger commitment to God's plans and 
purpose for their life.” 
More information will be forthcoming. In the 
meantime, check them out and listen to their 
music at eternitysings.com. This is a show you 
will not want to miss. 

Roger Johnson 
 

ST. OLAF RAFFLE 
We are pleased to announce that Pam and 
Gene Eggert, our St. Olaf Raffle 2012 winners 
for the trip to Norway, have taken the ‘cash’ 
option and have donated thse funds to the 
Matching Fund Drive (see below).  These 
monies will be matched by the original donors.  
Our sincere thanks to Pam and Gene for 
thinking of St. Olaf’s as these monies will be put 
to good use in the maintenance of our building 
and other endeavors.  Thanks again from the 
Raffle Committee for being great stewards! 
Respectfully Submitted, 
St. Olaf’s Raffle Committee Members: 

Connie Kreuser 
Jerry Bohen 

John Christenson 
 

SCHOOL KIT CHALLENGE 
We had a BIG goal of 125 school kids and we 
made 104 … which was pretty close and very 
good considering we usually only send about 25.  
Thanks to all who contributed school supplies. 
 

A BIG THANKS! 
A big THANK YOU goes out to the many people 
here at St. Olaf for their wonderful help in 
hosting the annual convention of the Greater 
Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization.  
Many of you helped clean, serve, set up, bank, 
cook, help, provide music, taught workshops 
and attended.  It was an amazing day and the 
Life-Giving Spirit was seen in so many places.  
Thanks for helping to make the event a huge 
success! 

MATCHING FUND 
As of October 15, I am pleased to announce that 
we have reached 81% toward our goal of raising 
$12,000 for our Matching Fund Drive.  We had 
donations of $7,250 until this past Sunday, then 
received another donation of $2,500 toward our 
goal today.  That brings our total to $9,750 to 
date.  The deadline for the Drive is October 20, 
and a full report will be given after that. 
I would like to thank all those who have 
generously given to this drive, and those who 
originally donated their money in supporting St. 
Olaf’s.  These monies will help increase our 
ability to pay off the mortgage, fund special 
projects, donate to charity, maintain our church, 
meet our obligations and operate as a center of 
our community.  We have a great membership 
and some special people that continue to give of 
themselves. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Your Stewardship Committee Members: 

Jeff Millikin, 
Gene Eggert, 

Connie Kreuser, and 
John Christenson 

 
ALUMINUM CAN RECYCYLING 

PROJECT 
The contribution of aluminum cans has been  
outstanding!  Please try not to include with the 
beverage cans aluminum foil, cans and 
containers, etc., which are not beverage cans.  If 
you notice a good price for aluminum cans, 
please notify Roger Johnson, 920-474-3168. 
 

 
 

TIME TO THINK ABOUT ORDERING 
SCRIP FOR CHRISTMAS! 

Are you counting down to Christmas already?  
Well, we can make some of your shopping 
easier with the Scrip program here at St. Olaf.  
Take one of our flyers home, sit and drink a cup 
of coffee and figure out some of your Christmas 
shopping—all from the comfort of your own 
home.   

Are you planning a special holiday meal or 
party?  We have grocery store cards, too, so 
think about using Piggly Wiggly or Pick ‘n Save 
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cards for all the food you’ll be buying.  St. Olaf 
gets a percentage of each card, so with all the 
holiday spending we do, it’s nice to help the 
church as well.   

We carry an inventory of the most popular cards 
so you can just pick them up at church.  If you 
want some of the others, please fill out an order 
form.  We currently have these cards on hand:  
BP Gas $50, Cabela’s $25, Chili’s $25, Culver’s 
$25, Domino’s Pizza $10, Home Depot $25, I-
Tunes $15, Kohl’s $25, Kwik Trip $25/$50/$100, 
Maurices $20, Menards $25, Olive Garden/Red 
Lobster $25, Papa Murphy’s $10, Pick ‘n Save 
$50/$100, Piggly Wiggly $50/$100, Pizza Hut 
$10, Starbucks $10, Subway $10/$50, Taco Bell 
$10, Target $25, Walgreen’s $25, Walmart $25 

There are hundreds of stores that take part in 
this program, so read through the flyer available 
at the Scrip desk and order for Christmas now!   

 
OLD ADAM DECISIONS VS. NEW 

ADAM DECISIONS 
Following is a summary of last month’s Bible 
Study: 

Our days are full of choices. What often 
guides us in making important choices? Think of 
a time you made a poor choice.  What did you 
do when you realized it was a poor choice? 

Today we are going to look at the choices 
found in the story of Adam and Eve.  First of all 
we should examine the characters and their 
names. Adam’s name literally means, “from the 
earth.”  Eve’s name literally means “Life.”  Now 
one thing to bear in mind is that names in 
Scripture aren’t just given because they sound 
nice.  Names often had a specific meaning, and 
that meaning is often tied to the story being told.  
Adam and Eve’s names sound very 
generalized—‘dust of the ground’ is everywhere; 
‘life’ is everywhere.  I think that gives us the hint 
that this story may be about all people, not just 
this couple.  

OK, so what’s the serpent’s name?  
(Doesn’t have one!)  There are several reasons 
that the Bible does this, but one is that the story 
doesn’t want you buddy-up to this creature, but 
recognize that that creature is like.  So what was 
the serpent like?  (I personally don’t trust 
anything that speaks by hissing.) 

Now, that final Character is God. What 
can we say about God as described by the 
story? Let’s take a look at how each one acts 
throughout the story. 

God gave Adam (from the earth) the job 
of taking care of the garden (the earth), but God 
noticed Adam was lonely and needed help 
doing his job.  So God created Eve. 

Now, it is not uncommon for humans 
(usually males) to point out here that woman 
came from Adam’s rib and thus is inferior to 
men.  But I am going to make you aware that the 
‘rib’ concept is a choice, and not the best choice 
that has been made.  The Hebrew word for rib 
actually has two meaning: rib and half.  It is a 
translator’s choice to determine which word to 
use when translating.  The word rib doesn’t have 
a lot of support from the text.  There is nothing in 
the story to link woman to a rib of another, other 
than a word choice that has to be made by a 
translator.  But the story does support a different 
way of choosing the word translation. 

The word ‘half’ also makes one ask the 
question—which half? There are two ways of 
halving the body.  In one of the Star Wars 
movies, Obi Wan cut Darth Maul in half with his 
light saber.  The direction of the cut was from 
side to side just above the waist.  The upper half 
of Darth Maul’s body fell into a hole while he had 
a shocked look on his face, then the lower half 
of his body fell in afterwards.  Now, if God chose 
to create woman out of one of these halves of 
Adam, what do you think Eve would look like?  
Would she look at all like Adam?  Let’s extend 
that thought to the rib.  If God created woman 
from a rib, what do you think she would look 
like?  Again, how would her appearance 
compare?  

Now there is another way to halve a 
body.  This way is utilized when dissection of an 
animal is done.  Before we finish that thought, 
let’s connect the idea to the rib.  Where is the rib 
located?  (On both sides of the body).  So if we 
divide the ribs by dividing down the center of the 
body from top to bottom, we end up with two rib-
halves.  This is the direction of the first cut used 
in dissection.  It divides the body into two 
symmetrical parts.  If God chose to us a ‘rib-half’ 
division of Adam, what would woman look like?  
How would her appearance compare to Adam?  
Now notice what Adam says about her after 
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comparing himself to all the animals in the 
garden: “Wow, bone of my bone, and flesh of my 
flesh, I will call her woman for she was taken out 
of man!”  The words bone and flesh are 
repeated in a somewhat symmetrical pattern to 
indicate that woman looks almost identical to 
man.  Even the Hebrew word for woman sounds 
almost identical to man. 

This argument over the choice of rib 
versus rib-half is not mere semantics.  It directs 
how we should interact with each other.  Is one 
superior over the other, or are we similar and yet 
not quite the same? The latter brings about 
greater mutuality between us without meshing 
us all together as one and the same.  We are 
similar yet distinctive from each other at the 
same time.  It is very similar to how St. Paul 
describes us each to the body of Christ—each 
part different but a necessary part of the whole. 

Continuing with the story.  Everything is 
flowing nicely in the garden.  Adam and Eve are 
getting along without a hitch.  Weather is nice.  
Even in their work is good.  The language in the 
story indicates that the Garden is practically self-
sustaining, so there is not much work to be 
done.  It is here where we should get nervous.  
Like all good stories, just when things are going 
great, you know trouble in on its way. In comes 
the nameless serpent who basically says, “Hey, 
God’s been tricking you.  You can be your own 
God if you eat the fruit of knowledge of good and 
evil!” 

According to verse six, Eve suddenly saw 
the fruit as delicious in flavor as well as bringing 
great insight and wisdom?   What in the world 
was Adam doing this whole time?  (Just 
standing there watching)  In a bite, their entire 
perspective changed.  Nothing about them 
changed, but now they look at themselves and 
decide that what God created as good in 
Genesis 1 is now evil.  They become ashamed 
and hide themselves with clothing.  This 
knowledge of good and evil is not knowing truly 
what IS good and evil, but the ability to put 
value-judgments on what already is. 

When God arrives on scene, God can’t 
find Adam and Eve anywhere—they are hiding 
for they are now ashamed and afraid…but of 
what?  The text indicates that God comes 
peaceably towards them and they are the same, 
except now they are making new judgments for 

themselves.  Is this knowledge of good and evil 
accurate or not?  Perhaps that is why we often 
look in the mirror and see the flaws, while God 
looks at us and still sees what God created—
good.  Luther stated that what we lost in the 
eating of the fruit was not our goodness, but our 
faith and trust in God.  Luther believed that since 
God is more powerful than us, there is no way 
we could usurp what God instilled. 

But faith and trust does guide our choice 
of thoughts words and actions.  How we treat 
ourselves and others depends on how we think 
of ourselves and them.  When God questioned 
Adam and Eve on whether they ate of the 
forbidden fruit, they immediately began the 
blaming game.  Fear and shame negates 
responsibility, and ushers one to point the finger 
elsewhere. 

In Genesis 3:22, God removed them from 
the Garden in order to separate them from the 
tree of life.  To continue living like that is not 
living at all.  But God also left the garden with 
them.  Why?  We see God throughout the rest of 
the Bible working to restore things to what they 
were before things fell apart.  Eventually God 
became one of us in Jesus to restore us.  Jesus, 
in the New Testament, is referred to as the New 
Adam who on the cross took the sins of the 
whole world onto himself and exchanged it for 
his own righteousness.  It is the ‘happy 
exchange’ as Luther called it.  In baptism, we 
are made new in the image of Christ and given 
Christ’s faith and trust in God.  The best choice 
we all can make is praying to God each day to 
guide us in all of our choices.  In baptism, God 
made you one with Jesus and God will never 
abandon you!  

 
STEW(ardship) AROUND THE 

KITCHEN TABLE 
By Kristin Foster 

Churches don't have kitchens. Churches 
are kitchens of our Triune God. Kitchens where 
people gather, food is prepared, people are 
welcomed. Kitchens where the best family 
recipes are not recipes but traditions we adapt 
over time.  Kitchens where we can make a meal 
with whatever people bring.  Kitchens where the 
mingling of the aromas draws people to come. 
Kitchen tables where adults can teach both table 
grace and table graces to children. The table 
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where people are nourished by stories as much 
as by the food and drink they share. The table 
where we can always make room for one 
more, and guest becomes kin.    

Stew is the name for kitchen concoctions 
with flexible ingredients, easily shared. Stew is 
also the first syllable of the good old church 
word stewardship. By graceful coincidence, 
making and eating stew together has much 
more to do with biblical stewardship than mere 
linguistic coincidence. Churches are kitchens, 
where the best way to learn is by participating. 
Here's an idea for you. Invite everyone in the 
congregation, children included, into the kitchen 
of a congregation member to prepare and eat a 
traditional Scandinavian fruit stew (also known 
as fruit soup). The hosts will have their kitchen 
ready and the stew preparation started. Ask 
guests to bring fruit, any kind or amount.  Then 
make the stew and eat it together. While it 
cooks, share stories and raise questions. What 
is the stew in stewardship? What is the recipe? 
Who is the cook? Where do the ingredients 
come from? Who sets the table? Who belongs 
at the table? What do each of us offer in making 
that stew? 

At the end of each kitchen table stew 
conversation, give guests a stew kit to share a 
meal at home, containing Soup in a Jar, made in 
the church kitchen, along with some recipe 
cards with scripture verses, prayers, facts, 
questions, stew recipes, and a packet of mulling 
spices to put in a hot beverage as they mulled 
over their offering stew covenant for the coming 
year. Then on Covenant Sunday, when offering 
covenants are brought to the altar, hold a full 
Stew Feast using locally sourced food!   

Year around, practice the stew making 
and sharing of Stewardship. Have a Shish 
Kabob Night, where everyone brings something 
to roast on the skewers. Or pizza making.   
 Everyone has something to offer. Everyone, 
Everyone has a place at the table. Everyone. 
There is enough for all.  Come, Lord, Jesus, be 
our guest. Amen. 
 

ST. OLAF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
PRESENTS 

LOST AND FOUND 
NOVEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 1 

It’s my money and I want it now! 
The parable of the Prodigal Son in the gospel of 
Luke is familiar to most of us.  It’s the story of a 
rebellious son who rejects his father’s 
upbringing.  Prideful and strong, the son heads 
off to a far-away land, leads a wild life of 
adventure, and squanders everything of value.  
Not until he’s confronted with failure and despair 
(not to mention some vicious hunger pains), 
does he return home, ask for forgiveness and is 
willing to do anything to win back his father’s 
favor.  To his surprise, and the surpise of others, 
he’s welcomed, without question, into his 
father’s loving and forgiving arms.  No amount of 
time, no amount of money, and no amount of 
rebellion could get in the way of the father’s 
patience and unconditional love for his son.  Of 
course, the awesome message of this parable is 
that God is infinitively more patient and gracious 
with every single one of God’s children.  God 
desperately wants to welcome each of us home 
into our Creator’s loving and forgiving arms. 

Sunday School Classes 

• In the Oasis Café, we will make a fruit 
salad and see if we want to eat the slop 
that pigs eat, like the brother who ran 
away, and we’ll also learn about peanuts 
and forgiveness. 

• In Colors of Faith, we will make a 
welcome banner that tells us how we are 
all welcomed into God’s family.  The older 
students will make bendable sculptures 
that show the father and the son in our 
Bible story. 

• In Creation Exploration, we will make a 
movie of the Prodigal Son story and 
watch ourselves as we retell the story that 
shows that God is patient and gracious 
with everyone. 

• In Jammin’ with Jesus, we will explore to 
find things in a scavenger hunt and see 
how God always searches for us. 

 
Our focus verse: 

“My son, you are always here with me, and 
everything I have is yours.  Bud we had to 

celebrate and be happy, 
Because your brother was dead, but now he 

is alive. 
He was lost but now he has been found!” 

Luke 15:32 


