
    St. Olaf Lutheran Church          
 

     The Caller           January 2014 

 

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question: Isn’t making the sign of the cross 
Catholic? Why do some in our congregation do it 
while others do not? 
 
Answer: The sign of the cross has been one of 
several dilemmas since the Reformation. Do 
non-Catholics still make it or not? 

The sign of the cross, tracing the shape 
of the cross over one’s body, is actually very 
ancient. Its first mention in writing is by Tertullian 
in the late second century, “In all our travels and 
movements, in all our coming in and going out, 
in our putting on our shoes, at bath, at table, in 
lighting our candles, in lying down, in sitting 
down, whatever employment occupies us, we 
mark our foreheads with the sign of the cross.” 
The emphasis is on the life of Christ as a way of 
life.  

Early Christianity distinguished itself in 
the midst of Roman pagan religions. For the 
Romans,  the purpose of religion was not so 
much on personal beliefs but a way of 
maintaining unity and loyalty to the state. 
Romans did not care so much what God you 
preferred as long as your worship kept you as a 
good citizen to Rome. Accepted Roman religion 
pertained more to politics—worship the right 
gods and we will be governmentally strong.  

The Christians focused on belief in one 
God who guides us in our way of living. The 
focus was on  
us as God’s people caring for the world God 
made. Christianity pertained to God and our 
living throughout the day is connected to the 
God revealed in Son who is the Crucified Christ. 
Thus, the daily activities are marked with the 
sign of the cross. 

Christianity became the official religion of 
the Roman Empire in 380 A.D. under the 
Emperor Theodosius. With all of Rome now 
Christian, the sign of the cross became a very 
common gesture. It became displayed in 
Christian art and writings.  

 
During the Reformation in the 16th and 

17th centuries, many protestant churches began 
to question making the sign of the cross, among 
other things, as being too Catholic. This reaction 
was more emotionally based than thoughtful. 
The Roman Catholic Church had grown 
tremendously powerful—more powerful than its 
political leaders. The abuses by the church and 
many societal ills were reason enough for 
groups to protest against the Catholic Church 
and forming new religions. One of the markings 
of these protestant churches was to rid 
themselves of all that was Catholic.  

Some Lutherans joined in this mindset. 
Luther himself, though, and his followers did not. 
Luther chose to reform the church back to the 
way it once was, instead of protesting against it. 
Luther kept making the sign of the cross,, as 
well as many other things that were accused of 
being “too Catholic.” In fact, Luther’s Small 
Catechism contains his Morning and Evening 
Prayer (p. 1166-7 in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship) where he instructs—make the sign of 
the holy cross and say: “God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit watch over me. Amen.” 

Today, there are mixed feelings as to 
making the sign of the cross. The important 
topic, though, is our belief in Christ rather than a 
gesture. If making the sign of the cross works 
with your life in Christ, then go ahead and do it. 
If you find yourself stumbling in your faith then 
you need not. After all, it is Christ, not making 
the sign of the cross, saves. Let us each find 
ways of adhering our lives to Jesus Christ. 
 
God’s Peace, 

 
Pastor Matt 

 

P.S. Please send me more questions. 
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January Lay Ministry Schedule 
Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 

Sat., Jan. 4 
5:00 p.m. 

Anne  
Hautala 

 

Sun., Jan.5 
9:00 a.m. 

Mary  
Hershoff 

 
Andrew Wiegel 

Sat., Jan. 11 
5:00 p.m. 

Dawn 
Freiburger 

 

Sun., Jan. 12 
9:00 a.m. 

Marie  
Galbraith 

 
Lauryn Slade 

Sat., Jan. 18 
5:00 p.m. 

Cindy  
Schlieve 

 

Sun., Jan. 19 
9:00 am 

Justine 
Cadena 

 
Peyton Roraff 

Sat., Jan. 25 
5:00 p.m. 

Dave  
Johnston 

 

Sun., Jan. 26 
9:00 a.m. 

Jennifer 
Guenther 

 
Madelyn Schutze 

January Altar Guild: Paula Lumsden and Joan 
Uhlman 
January Counters: Jim Lumsden, Rob Howell, 
Ron Egelseer 
 

HELP NEEDED FOR SUNDAY 
SERVICES 

     We really need more members to participate 
in one or more of the 12 St. Olaf’s Steward 
Groups.  Each month, a different group of 
church members handle the Sunday service 
duties of greeting, ushering, bell ringing and 
serving of snacks and coffee.  Each group has a 
Head Steward who coordinates the handling of 
the above duties for each Sunday in their month.  
We need help for any of the 12 months and 
especially September.  Please let me know if 
you and your family would like to participate in 
one or more of the groups.  If so, you will be 
contacted by the Head Steward for the month(s) 
you prefer. 

Roger Johnson, Farmstone@aol.com,  
920-474-3168 

 

VOLUNTEER MOBIL MEAL DRIVERS 
DRIVER NEEDED: 

St. Olaf, along with the other Ashippun 
area churches, serves this community by 
delivery midday hot meals to shut-ins.  
Shorehaven coordinates the program and 
provides the meals according the clients’ dietary 
needs.  We pick up the hot meal at Shorehaven 
in Oconomowoc and delivery it to our neighbors 

on Fridays.  There is an opening for an 
additional volunteer.  Please call Larry 
Christopherson or Elaine Monis if you could help 
out with this service.   
 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
4 Matthew & Laura Lee (19 years) 
5 Clayton & Tonia Klink (6 years) 
23 Dave & Marilyn Carlson (44 years) 
  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1 Jake Homulos, Elizabeth Schlehlein  
2 Melissa Meier, Renee Solveson, Debra 

Uhlman, Kelsey Uhlman 
5 RaeAnn Eggert 
7 Zachary Brewer, Logan DeBack 
9 Caroline Kraemer 
10 Rachel Roth 
11 Jennifer Guenther, Vicky St.George 
12 Sandra Gannon 
13 Brandon St.George 
15 Taylor Slade 
16 Madelyn Schutze 
17 Espen Wilke 
19 Makensie Christel 
20 Denise Cairns, Anne Hautala 
21 Annah Guenther, Catherine Lee 
22 Andrew Schlehlein 
27 Gerald Bohen, Jeff Cowell 
28 Earl Christenson 
29 John Reed, Jon Evert 
30 Madison DeBack, Payton DeBack,   

Makenna Dunn 
     

WE CLEANED UP THE CHRIST-MESS! 
 Thanks to everyone who helped to make 
our Christmas program a great success!  We 
had a messy sanctuary and a patient audience 
who stayed to learn about the true meaning of 
Christmas from some janitors, church mice, 
shepherds, travelers, angels, wise men and just 
some nice modern-day people.  The children 
performed beautifully and did a great job in 
sharing the Christmas story.   

So many hands go into the program—
music, costumes, acting, directing, organizing 
scenery, working with students, preparing the 
meal, lighting, sound, ushers … and the list goes 
on.  A sincere thank you goes out to the many, 
many people at St. Olaf’s.  Thanks for sharing 
your talents! 
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THANK YOU 
A HUGE THANK YOU to the people that 

took time, at this busy time, to help decorate our 
Sanctuary and gathering space for the 
Advent/Christmas season.  

Special thanks go to: George Birkel, 
Tiffany Brewer, Gene and Pam Eggert, Dave 
Kraemer, Matt and Laurie Lee, Karl Monis, and 
Dennis Portz. 

Your help was GREATLY appreciated! 
Hopefully by next year, we can have a better 
solution on how to get this task done. 

Clara Birkel, Chair of Music and Worship 
 

LUTEFISK DINNER AND BAKE SALE 
THANK YOUS 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! To 
everyone who helped to create another 
successful Lutefisk Dinner and Bake Sale.  We 
sold 565 tickets and served over 550 meals!  
Our profit-to-date is $5,022.40.  We will be using 
some of the profit for improvements to the 
kitchen.  Thank you to all who helped at the 
dinner to make it such a success, including the 
companies who donated fuel to cook the fish 
and the milk! 

Thank you also to all who made cookies 
and other baked goods for the annual bake sale. 
We had an awesome assortment of bake goods 
for dinner attendees to choose from. The net 
profits from the sale are $3180! We have been 
so blessed by members of this congregation and 
all those who attended the dinner and bought 
bakery.  

All the proceeds of this event will be 
divided up between several missions what will 
be determined by Women of Grace in January. If 
there is a particular mission you feel should 
receive some funds, please contact Cindy 
Schlieve, and we'll add it to the mix of possible 
recipients.  

Again, thank you all so very much. We 
could not continue with this most vital ministry 
without your help!  Save Saturday, December 
6, 2014 for the next Dinner!! 
 

YOU MADE ABOUT 34 CHILDREN 
SMILE THIS CHRISTMAS! 

 This year’s “A Child’s Smile” project 
resulted in more than $1,700 going toward 

buying Christmas presents for local children 
who, due to family hardships, would not have 
had much of a Christmas without you.  Those of 
you who participated felt the true spirit of 
Christmas and reached out to your community.  I 
hope you also had a smile on your face as you 
thought about your giving from the heart as you 
watched the children in your family open gifts 
and enjoy the wonder of Christmas. 
 

MORE THANK YOUS: 
 Thank you to our Volunteer Janitors!  We 
are always thankful for the many volunteers and 
want to give a special thanks at the beginning of 
the New Year. 
 Thank you to everyone who sees food on 
the floor, or cobwebs in the corners, or dirty 
windows, or dirt anywhere … and carefully 
cleans up the mess. 
 Thank you to Rachel Roth for keeping the 
Sunday School Rooms clen.  Thank you to Jerry 
Schlieve for vacuuming and cleaning the 
Sanctuary and hallways.  Thank you to Justine 
for vacuuming the offices.  Thank you to Roger 
and Lyn Johnson for taking the trash; thank you 
to Laura Lee for taking recycling to the Ashippun 
Recycling Center. Thank you to the Schiefe 
Family for doing cobweb control, etc. 
 We could still use persons or families to 
take responsibility to keep the kitchens and 
fellowship areas clean.  Visit with Elaine and 
George Monis for ideas on how you can help, 
too! 

 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA: 

Celebrate Christ’s birth in song and the spoken 
word when the combined choirs of St. Olaf and 
St. Jacobi Congregational Church present 
“Three Kings.”  Journey to Bethlehem with the 
Wise Men and hear the Christmas story told with 
beautiful song and scripture.  The performance 
at St. Olaf will be during the 5 p.m. worship 
service on Saturday, January 4, 2014.  If you 
miss that, you can attend the performance at St. 
Jacobi on Sunday, January 5, at 10 a.m.  St. 
Jacobi is located on the corner of Holy Hill Rd. 
and Scenic Rd. in Hubertus.  Spread the word to 
your family and friends, and mark you calendars 
for this wonderful event! 
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EXCITING ADULT EDUCATION 
OPPORTUNITY 

Your adult education committee, along 
with the Leadership Team, has been working on 
a new education opportunity for members of St. 
Olaf.  

The study will be on the book of Acts. 
Participants will meet in groups of 2 or 3 (men 
together and women together). There is a very 
specific organization to the gathering of each 
study group which adds up to 45 minutes spent 
on the study each week. We suggest Sunday 
morning as a good time to meet with the group 
you have created (after worship, about 10:15 
a.m.). However, if you do not attend worship on 
Sunday, or it does not work for you to study that 
day, you and your partner(s) may choose 
another day to have the study. Just be 
consistent. The preferred study groups are ones 
that are made up of a seasoned Bible study 
person and someone less familiar with the Bible 
and Bible studies. The groups should consist of 
people who do not normally participate together 
in many things. That way everyone has the 
opportunity to get to know someone else in the 
congregation. 

Some questions you may ask include:  
1) Why study Acts? The book of Acts 

contains the history of the church. 
2) Why now? The times we are in now are 

most like the early church, so we will be 
able to connect with some of the issues 
those early Christians were dealing with. 
Additionally, St. Olaf is entering into its 
170th anniversary year, so what better 
time to look at some history and prepare 
for our own celebrations as a 
congregation. 

3) Why me? We are living in the today's 
culture, so we need to understand where 
we came from and know that the church 
is only effective in relationship with the 
culture of the times. Remember God 
loves you and you're important! 

  We will spend approximately 3 months in 
our study groups. Currently, we plan to begin 
approximately January 12th, 2014. The "grand 
finale" is being planned for around Palm Sunday 
when we will have a gathering of all of the study 
participants for a "mini-retreat" to celebrate our 
time spent together, and to look at different 

chapters of Acts as a larger group and share the 
insights we have gathered. It will be a wonderful 
time for us to connect with each other, share our 
knowledge, share a meal, and feel the 
messages that God sends us each and every 
day. 

Please consider being a part of this 
awesome opportunity at St. Olaf. It will ultimately 
help the congregation grow in its faith, in its 
connection with each other, and its 
understanding of God. If you have any questions 
about this education opportunity, or if you would 
like help in choosing a study partner, please 
contact Cindy Schlieve, 920-474-7134 or Pastor 
Matt, 262-224-5047 or Elaine Monis, 920-344-
3791. We would love to help guide you with this 
plan or answer your questions. 
 

"And daily in the temple, and in every house, 
they did not cease teaching and preaching 
Jesus as the Christ." Acts 5:42    (NKJV) 

 
 

ATTENTION WOMEN OF ST. OLAF:  
SAVE THE DATE – JANUARY 18, 2014 

As a thank you for all the work you’ve 
done for the annual Lutefisk Dinner and Bake 
Sale, you are invited to spend a few hours at our 
Third Annual Spa Day on January 18, 2014.  
The day will begin at 10:30 a.m. and end 
somewhere between 2 and 3 p.m. 

Plans for the day include chair massages, 
mini-manicure and pedicure, a lovely lunch, time 
for laughter, good conversation, and wonderful 
fellowship with each other. 

Watch for more details in the upcoming 
month along with a sign-up sheet. 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT MOVIE 
January 18, 6:30 pm 

 Make a day of it, ladies (plenty of time to 
go home and pick up your family):  Our movie 
for January is the 1951 classic “The African 
Queen” with Katharine Hepburn and Humphrey 
Bogart:  “In Africa during WW1, a gin-swilling 
riverboat owner/capital is persuaded by a strait-
laced missionary to use his boat to attack an 
enemy warship.”   
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GOSPEL MUSIC QUARTET COMING 
TO ST. OLAF'S 

     We have a huge treat coming to you at St. 
Olaf's on February 23, 2014 at 2 PM. 
The Eternity Sings Gospel Quartet will be here 
to entertain you with their glorious harmony and 
inspire you with their message and dedication to 
their ministry. 
     We will be joined in presenting this freewill 
offering community event by Zion 
Church in Ashippun and St. John's Church in 
Stone Bank. 
     I won't arrange a musical performance for St. 
Olaf's unless it is first class. These guys 
exceeded my expectations. We went to a recent 
performance and were blown away by their 
music, humor, and ministry. I guarantee you will 
absolutely love the up-beat, gospel quartet 
harmony sounds of Eternity. In the style of the 
Oak Ridge Boys, Statler Brothers, Gaither Vocal 
Band and Signature Sound Quartet, this 
energetic foursome features a rich blend of four-
part quartet singing and a positive, family-
friendly stage show. So bring the children of all 
ages. Eternity has a passion for people and 
enjoys building a playful rapport with the 
audience while delivering rock-solid harmonies 
in their updated version of that great gospel 
quartet sound. 
     “People from ages 8-80 enjoy this kind of 
music,” says Eternity. “We have two goals for 
our shows: Everyone must leave with the 
biggest possible smile on their face, and a 
stronger commitment to God's plans and 
purpose for their life.” 
     More information will be forthcoming. In the 
meantime, check them out and listen to their 
music at eternitysings.com. This is a show you 
will not want to miss. 

Roger Johnson 
 

 

GOOD STEWARDSHIP: 
2013 CHURCH CROP REPORT 

 Practicing good stewardship means 
contributing time and talents as well as treasure.  
As members of St. Olaf’s Congregation, we 
support the ministry of our church by 
contributing what treasure we can to the general 
fund.  We should also recognize that stepping 

up contributions to the building fund, which is 
used solely to pay off the mortgage, is especially 
important as we currently enjoy a remarkably 
low interest rate. 
 The church has about six acres of land that 
had been growing nothing but thistles.  This was 
not practicing good stewardship of the land.  In 
2009 through volunteer labor and donated 
inputs, we killed the weeds and began growing 
crops on a rotational basis.  In 2013 horse hay 
crop produced a net income to the church of 
$1,288.  It was divided equally between the 
mortgage reduction fund and the capital fund. 
 If we put our thinking caps on, I know that 
we can come up with no end of ways to practice 
good stewardship by turning our time and talents 
into additional treasure to support our ministry 
and achieve a debt-free church facility. 
 What other ways can you think to put your 
time and talents to good use and at the same 
time enjoy doing so? 
 

2013 MAPLE SYRUP REPORT 
  
 The last jar of 
our 2013 Saintly 
Syrup has been sold!  
Members of St. Olaf’s 
Congregation and 
friends collected and 
boiled down over 
2,600 gallons of sap 
to produce 72.5 
gallons of this sinfully 
sweet gift from God. 
 Expenses 
included the purchase of a filter press which 
resulted in an improved, crystal clear, and 
sediment free product.  Nine gallons were given 
to the crew as a small token of appreciation for 
their hard work and all the hours they spent 
cutting firewood, collecting and boiling sap in the 
sugar bush, and in the finishing, filtering and 
bottling operation. 
 $3,967 was raised for the church.  $700 
went toward purchasing the new chandeliers in 
the gathering area; $800 was dedicated to other 
upcoming improvements to the gathering area.  
$220 was designated by a customer to the 
memorial fund in memory of Elmer Johnson.  
$2,247 went to the Mortgage Reduction Fund. 
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 Thanks to Jon Monis who allowed us to tap 
his trees and to all who participated.  It was fun, 
wasn’t it?  Special thanks are given to the heart 
of the operation:  Lyn & Roger Johnson, Al 
Warnecke, Rob Howell, Tom Christopherson, Al 
Kloth, Doc Hertel and Jim Manthey. 
 What can you think of to turn your time and  
talents into support for the ministry of St. Olaf’s? 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GO TO ISRAEL? 
A local tour group will be leaving from the 

Hartford area and needs some more 
participants.  The trip will take place February 
21-March 2, 2014 and will include stops in Tel 
Aviv, Galilee, Jerusalem, Bethlehem and will 
visit the Sea of Galilee, Golan Heights, and the 
Mount of Olives, the Dead Sea and Masada.  
The cost for the tour is $3,375 per person which 
includes motor coach travel from Hartford, air 
travel from O’Hare to Tel Aviv, motor coach 
travel around Israel, sightseeing as detailed in 
itinerary, buffet breakfast each morning and 
eight dinners, luggage handling and double 
occupancy accommodations in first-class hotels.   

If you are interested, please contact 
Marie Galbraith, who is planning on going on 
this trip through KM Tours in Hartford.  Also 
planning on going are Vonnie and Tad 
Christenson. 
 

NEW ST. OLAF RAFFLE 
This year’s raffle sales will kick off at the Lutefisk 
Dinner on December 7th.  Prizes include: 

� 1st Prize:  $3000 for a trip anywhere or 
$1500 cash!! 

� 2nd Prize: Trip to Decorah Iowa for Nordic 
Fest ($500 value) 

� 3rd Prize: Shade tree delivered and 
planted within 25 mile radius of St. Olaf 
Church ($250 value) 

Additional prizes:  $200, $100, $50 cash; tickets 
to beer and win tasting event, tickets to lutefisk 
dinner, $50 BP gas card, hand-knit items made 
by our knitting group, custom order cake or 
cheese cake and snowplowing within 25 miles 
from St. Olaf Church. 
     Tickets are: $10 each or 3 for $25.  Drawing 
will be held at the Wine/Beer Tasting event in 
March.  Last year’s raffle netted $3000! 
Please support this fundraising effort by 
purchasing and/or helping sell tickets.  Proceeds 

will go toward benevolence, mortgage and 
church history project. 
     Thank you to church members for their 
generous donations for raffle prizes:  Jim 
Lumsden, Amy Hoffmann, John Christenson, 
Jeff Millikin and our church knitting group. 
Following Sunday church services in December, 
raffle tickets will be sold and also distributed to 
others who are willing to help sell.  Please 
support this effort so we can continue to help 
fund the many worthy projects at St. Olaf’s. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
St. Olaf’s Raffle Committee Members: 

Connie Kreuser 
Jerry Bohen 

John Christenson 
 

ST. OLAF SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESENTS: 

THE HOUSE ON THE ROCK 
FEBRUARY 

 Yes, it is an architectural wonder in 
Wisconsin, but that’s not the House on the Rock 
we’re talking about in this rotation.  Jesus told a 
parable to help people understand God’s Word 
better.  One man in the story was wise because 
he built his house on the rock and it withstood all 
the storms that came his way.  The other man in 
the story was foolish because he built his house 
on the sand.  Now what do you suppose 
happened to his house when a storm came?  
Yes, it didn’t last very long.  Jesus says that 
everyone who hears his words and lives by them 
is like that wise man building his house on the 
rock.  God’s Word is our rock in life and we can 
build our house and our lives on the strong 
foundation of God.  The storms can’t hurt us or 
destroy us when we make wise decisions and 
build wisely on God’s Word. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

• In the Oasis Café, we will enjoy some 
homemade treats that show us how to build 
our lives on God’s Word so we don’t fall 
down during hard times. 

• In Colors of Faith, we will learn about 
Jesus’ words and make strong houses that 
will get through the storms of life. 

• In Creation Exploration, we will experiment 
with sand and rock to see how a foundation 
can be made and how we can build our 
lives on the rock. 

• In Jammin’ with Jesus, we will play some 



 7 

games that show difficult times and how a 
strong foundation will weather any storm. 

 
OUR FOCUS VERSE: 

“So then, everyone who hears my words and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man.  

He builds his house on the rock.” 
Matthew 8:24 

 
 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING I'VE 
LEARNED  

By Chick Lane 
In this email, I have decided to reflect on 

my 3+ years at Luther Seminary and share with 
you the one thing that rises to the level of "The 
Most Important Thing I've Learned" in those 
years. That is a difficult task.From my work with 
students, I could talk about how impressed I am 
with them, and how I anticipate looking around 
in twenty years and seeing how they have 
changed the church.  

 
From my work with student debt, I could 

talk about the growing conviction that student 
debt is driven far more by institutional issues 
than it is driven by students' making bad 
financial decisions. From my work with 
congregations, I could talk about all I've learned 
about involving adults under 40 in the 
congregation's stewardship life, or the 
importance of inviting potential users of a 
service or program into conversations about the 
service/program at the earliest stages. 

 
What I have chosen to talk about is the 

importance of congregations talking about 
money when they aren't asking for any. 
Historically, churches haven't done this. Money 
talk has mostly been limited to a week or two in 
the fall when next year's giving is the topic. 
People in the pews have come to expect this. 
Their assumption is that whenever money is 
talked about, the church is asking for some. 
Another even more problematic assumption is 
that beyond giving to the church, the Christian 
faith has little if anything to say about how one 
acquires and uses money. Put most simply, the 
attitude is, "Once I've given to the church, my 
faith should butt out of my financial decisions." 

 

Obviously, this is hugely problematic. 
When Jesus talks about money, his topic is 
never about giving. It is always about the 
important intersection of faith and finances. We 
have totally ignored the biblical witness in the 
interest of getting the congregation's bills paid. 
No part of a Christian's life can be safely put in a 
box and insulated from one's faith. 

So what can we do? First, we can be 
intentional. Talking about money when we 
aren't asking for any is such a radical departure 
from the norm in most congregations that 
developing a plan of action is important. As we 
begin the new year, you could develop a plan 
entitled, "How we will talk about money and faith 
at First Lutheran Church in 2014." 

 
Second, you need to be clear about 

what you are doing. Since most churches have 
only talked about money when asking for some, 
you will probably need to announce to people, 
"We are going to talk about money today, and 
we aren't asking for any." You will probably need 
to do that many times before it will begin to sink 
in. Old tapes have a way of continuing to play. 

 
Third, you will probably be well served 

to have a variety of voices speaking this new 
message. Pastors will certainly need to be 
some of the voices, but not the only voice. Every 
congregation has a number of lay leaders who 
have figured out how their faith in Jesus impacts 
how they earn, care for and spend money. Let 
those people tell their stories as an inspiration to 
others who aren't as far along on the journey. 
Talk about money when you aren't asking for 
any. That, I think, is the most important thing 
I've learned in the last three years. 
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COMING  TOGETHER  IN  FAITH 
High School Students are invited to meet on the first Sunday of the Month at 10:15 a.m. downstairs in the Activity Room. 
You can come for worship at 9:00 a.m. with your family, get a snack, and stay for our gathering at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday, 

January 5, 2014.   Summer trip needs to be finalized.  Who’s in? 

 
Confirmation Classes resume Sunday, Jan. 5

th
 at 6:00 p.m.  Come prepared with your Bible, workbook & notebook!  

 

“INDOOR  CARDBOARD BOX CITY” 

4 point event for Confirmation Class students 

High School Students invited to join in   
Since some of you had fun at Box City and some of you didn’t want to sleep outside in a box, now you can participate in an 
indoor Cardboard Box City January 18-19, 2014 here at St. Olaf.  (Note the change of date) You will need to supply 

your own box for the event or sleep without a box.  This event is in lieu of our annual Confirmation Class retreat.  The 
event will begin at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday until Sunday, Jan. 19 ending after the 9:00 a.m. worship service so there will be no 
class that Sunday evening.   
Activities are being planned so please SIGN UP ON THE YOUTH BOARD IN HALLWAY so we know how many to 

plan for.  Parents are needed to chaperone so please sign up for a shift.  Mentors are invited to take part in a portion of 

the Box City which will replace our Jan. 19th Sunday evening get-together.  We will contact you with specific details.    

 
In case you haven’t read last month’s caller and are interested in trying something new: 

“SWAG” EVENT FOR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
High School Youth that are not attending the TEC weekend and would like to try another youth event, it’s called  
SWAG (Synod wide annual gathering) held January 31

st
 – February 2, 2014 at Country Springs Hotel/Waterpark in 

Waukesha.   It's a synod-wide event open to HS youth, young adults, and their adult leaders.  You'll experience good music, 
good speakers, and other activities.  The cost of the event is $100 per participant & includes the waterpark.  Sign up on youth 
board or call Justine. Reservations are needed asap.  Friends welcome!   

 

TEC (TEENS  ENCOUNTER  CHRIST) for HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH  
Sr. High Youth in grades 10 & up are invited to attend a Teens Encounter Christ weekend retreat, Feb 7-9, 2014.  Cost is 
$45.00 which includes a T-shirt, & all your food & activities payable to Badger TEC and needs to be sent in with your 
application.  
You would need to miss school on Friday, Feb 7th since it begins at 9:00 a.m. on Friday and would return on Sun., Feb 9th 
about 5:00 p.m. Please call Justine if you are interested.  Applications need to be sent in by Jan 9

th
.  

 Those of you that have attended a weekend and would like to serve on team, the training date is: Friday, Jan 24 from 6:00 
p.m. to Sat. Jan 25 at 6:00 p.m. for everyone on team. We will meet here at 5:15 p.m. to carpool.  Team leaves from St. 
Olaf’s for the Feb. weekend on Thurs. Feb 6th at 5:15 p.m.  Also, if you are planning on inviting someone to attend the 

weekend for the first time, we need to get their application filled out & returned to me to send it in by Jan 9
th

.   
Applications are in the envelope attached to the Youth Board.  

 
SHOREHAVEN NURSING HOME  

3 service points for Confirmation Class students 
 The 4th Sunday of the month is our turn to help wheel the elderly to Chapel for Worship Service.  We would meet at church 
on Sunday, Jan. 26 at 9:00 a.m. and return about 12:00 Noon.    Those that have gone there in the past know how much our 
volunteering means to them.  If you’ve not had a chance to go yet, please consider helping out.  Sign up on the calendar on 
the Youth Board in the hallway so we know who is able to go.   
 
Lasertag date being decided on – details forthcoming 

 

 


