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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question:   I find the Lutheran idea that we are 
‘justified by grace through faith without works’ 
confusing, since we are also told to love and 
help others.  Which is it? 
 
Answer:  That’s not an uncommon confusion—
‘is it faith alone? Or do I have to do something?’  
Let me try to unravel it. 

Faith and good works have always been 
connected.  You cannot have one without the 
other.  That is why James wrote that if we claim 
to have faith without any good works, our faith 
must be dead in us.  The two go hand in hand. 

Luther was not trying to separate the two, 
but questioned, ‘which one leads to the other?’   

During Luther’s time, the church took a 
heavy stance on good works and tied it strongly 
to how we get to heaven.  The church taught 
that while our faith gives us the opportunity to 
gain admittance into heaven, our getting through 
the gates of heaven depends on our holiness.   
The logic was much like balancing a checkbook.  
Our holiness has to be equal Christ’s holiness in 
order to gain admittance to heaven.  Each bad 
deed detracts a certain amount of holiness, and 
each good deed will add a certain amount of 
holiness.  And so, each person has a ledger that 
is kept throughout their life.  If a person dies and 
that holiness still does not measure up to 
Christ’s, then the church told them they go to 
purgatory where, through suffering, they pay off 
their unholy deeds until their holiness equals 
Christ’s and are then allowed into heaven.  It’s a 
simple formula to understand, but a difficult one 
to live.  Luther kept seeing more unholiness than 
holiness in his life and kept trying to work those 
bad deeds off.  All the other monks saw him as 
outworking them on this path to heaven.  But it 
was not how Luther felt that caused him to 
challenge the works and faith idea.  It was 
Scripture. 
 
 

 
Luther used to hate Romans 1:17—

particularly the phrase ‘righteousness of God’ 
that was found there.  The church often taught 
that righteousness (or holiness) is something 
God has actively obtained and we have fallen 
short in our working toward it, so now we receive 
God’s wrath.  Luther could not understand how 
anyone could love a God who punishes us for 
not being able to obtain something only God can 
do.  Luther wrestled with this verse for some 
time, until he discovered it had been wrongly 
translated.  The righteousness of God is not 
something we have to work toward getting, that 
righteous is God’s nature that God gives to us 
through faith.  (It is clearer to see in the Greek—
it has to do with how active and passive words 
are supposed to be read.) 

Anyway, Luther checked his finding 
through other parts of scripture and found this 
new understanding to hold true everywhere he 
looked.  It flipped the method of salvation 
completely around.  God does not expect us to 
make our way to heaven by gaining more 
holiness.  God comes down from heaven and 
makes us holy through forgiveness.  As new 
holy made creatures, we now go out and do 
what holy creatures do—holy works or good 
works.  Luther pointed out that it is God’s Holy 
Spirit that is doing these good works through 
you, so that sometimes you are not fully 
conscious that you are doing them. 

Justified by faith does not mean I don’t 
have to do anything good because I am getting 
to heaven on faith.  That is separating faith from 
good works.  It falls in the category of heresy (or 
a false teaching).  Justified by faith is the way 
God makes all things new.  And through that 
newness, God works to restore all of creation to 
the way it was intended to be. 
 
God’s Peace, 

Pastor Matt 
 

P.S. Please send me more questions 
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December Lay Ministry Schedule 
Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 

Sun. Dec. 1 
9:00 a.m. 

Dave  
Kraemer 

Jayden  
Marx 

Sat., Dec. 7 
5:00 pm 

Anne  
Hautala 

 

Sun., Dec. 8 
9:00 a.m. 

Justine  
Cadena 

Destiny 
Krueger 

Sat., Dec. 14 
5:00 p.m. 

Dawn 
Freiburger 

 

Sun., Dec. 15 
9:00 a.m. 

Jane 
Christenson 

Lauren  
Hautala 

Sat., Dec. 21 
5:00 pm 

Mary  
Hershoff 

 

Sun., Dec. 22 
9:00 am 

Cindy  
Schlieve 

Ben  
Guenther 

Tues., Dec. 24 
4:00 p.m. 

Marie  
Galbraith 

Gabe  
Hoffmann 

Tues., Dec. 24 
7:00 p.m. 

Jane 
Christenson 

Zachary  
Brewer 

Wed., Dec. 25 
9:00 a.m. 

Mary  
Hershoff 

Cross:   Samantha   
              Cameron 
Banner: Alan  
              Cameron 
Bible:     Catherine  
              Lee 
Acolyte: Elizabeth 
              Lee 

Sat., Dec. 28 
5:00 p.m. 

Sandy  
Friedl 

 

Sun., Dec. 29 
9:00 a.m. 

Jennifer 
Guenther 

Hannah 
Fick 

December Altar Guild: Joan Uhlman  
                                     Kathie Howell 
December Counters:    Lyn & Roger Johnson    
                                     Marie Galbraith 
 
 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
2 Randy & Joanne Parlee (35 years)  

Mark & Kathy Larson (18 years) 
4 Austin & Jennifer Becker (9 years) 
  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
2 Amanda Stuettgen  
5 Nathanial Houghtaling, Charles 

Houghtaling, Carolyn Roraff, Peyton 
Roraff 

6 Patricia Haarmann 

7 Janet Reitz 
8 Joanne Parlee 
9 Elizabeth Lee 
12 Donald Christopherson 
15 Noelle Kraemer, Leah Savatski, Jerry 

Wentz 
16 Amiah Brakob 
17 Sara Braunschweig 
18 Leigh Downing, John Guenther 
19 Thomas Guenther 
20 Hunter Wentz 
21 William Guenther, Kenneth Nelson 
22 Bob Christel, Lori Christel 
23 Kayla Krassman 
24 Russell Roraff, Lily Siegmann 
25 Rachel Buth, Michael Cadena 
26 Linda Feutz 
28 Tony Brakob, Wayne Kielisch, Nicholas 

Solveson 
30 Lisa Sutrick 
31 Pauline Christopherson, Lucinda (Cindy) 

Schlieve  

     

CHRISTMAS 
SCHEDULE 2013 
 
 
*Children’s Sunday School Practice 
   Sunday,     Dec. 8            10:00 -11:30 A.M. 
   Saturday,     Dec. 14            9:00 -11:30 A.M. 
 

*Sunday School Program 
  Sunday,     Dec. 15     11:00 A.M. 
 

*Christmas Eve Service 
  Tuesday,      Dec. 24         4:00 P.M. 
(Children/Family service with Holy Communion)       
   Tuesday,     Dec. 24       7:00 P.M. 
(Christmas Eve worship with Holy Communion   
                                                       and Candles)        
 

*Christmas Day Service 
   Wednesday,  Dec. 25        9:00 A.M. 
 

*First Sunday of Christmas, 
   Saturday,       Dec. 28       5:00 P.M. 
    (Worship w/ Holy Communion)  
   Sunday,     Dec. 29       9:00 A.M. 
    (Worship w/Holy Communion)   
    

Saturday,       Jan. 4, 2014    5:00 P.M. 
    (Worship w/Cantata)                 
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 
The tone of Advent is a hopeful 
and prayerful time.  The Christian 
belief is that Christ not only came 
into the world in the past, but still 
comes into our present lives and unfolding 
future.  As we focus on the coming Christ 
breathing new life into a dying world, we have 
three options for Advent devotionals to help 
guide you.  Two are found on the internet.  The 
first is from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minnesota: www.luthersem.edu/advent.  The 
other is from Lutheran Hour Ministries: 
www.lhm.org/dailydevotions. The third is the 
Lamp Ministries devotional which we are 
expecting to arrive soon.  It will be found 
throughout the church gathering space.  Please 
take one as you wish. 
 

LITURGY DURING EPIPHANY  
The Season of Epiphany emphasizes growth.  
That is why the colors of the paraments in the 
sanctuary are green, signifying the life of the 
church and the tree of life, that is Christ among 
us. This Epiphany we are going to grow into a 
new liturgy from the ELW (Cranberry Hymnal) 
and arguably the most beautiful one: Setting 6.  
Starting in Dec., Clara and Sue will begin 
playing the music from this setting during the 
prelude. Please pay attention to the music as 
that will make it a more enjoyable time of 
growth.  

 

GIVING TREE 
Parish Life will be providing an opportunity for 
members to share the abundance of God’s love 
this Christmas season.  A Giving Tree will be in 
the gathering area beginning November 30th.  
Hats, mittens or scarves may be placed on the 
tree.  We are also looking for cash donations to 
be used to purchase scrip cards.  We are 
planning to give the collected money and items 
to the families that we host the week of 
December 8th for Family Promise.  Please make 
all donations before December 8.  Thank you! 
 

ST. OLAF NEWS 
Congratulations to Autumn Schampers and 
Jeffrey Tremblay, who celebrated their wedding 
her at St. Olaf’s on Sat., November 9, 2013.  We 

ask God for many years of wedded bliss for this 
happy couple! 
 

OPENING OUR DOORS TO 
HOMELESS FAMILIES WITH 

CHILDREN 
Thanks to those that signed up to volunteer for 
our week of hosting the Family Promise families 
from Dec. 8 – Dec. 15th.  If you have not ever 
volunteered before for this much needed 
ministry of helping homeless families and 
children, please consider giving it a try.  It’s easy 
and a great way to fulfill the mission of serving 
others.   See the sign-up sheets on the table in 
the Gathering area of where you can help out.  
 

Just a side note that Family Promise has now 
hired an Office Administrator to work alongside 
the Executive Director and the Case Manager 
for day to day office operations.   The national 
network of Family Promise is also partnering 
with PetSmart to assist families that have pets 
when they become homeless.  The new Day 
Center in West Bend will begin renovations in 
December and will house other agencies 
working alongside Family Promise to fulfill the 
need of helping families.    
 

MERRY CHRIST-MESS! 
Come to our annual Christmas program and see 
how the Christ-Mess gets all cleaned up!  A 
nasty mess turns into the greatest gift, and our 
youth will be sharing the story with us.  The 
program will be at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
December 15.   
 

We will be practicing on Sunday, December 8 
during the Sunday School hour and Saturday, 
December 14 from 9-11 a.m. so please keep 
those mornings free.  Please bring your children 
to Sunday School each week so we can learn 
the songs for the program.  All youth, from birth 
through teens, are invited to help us tell the story 
of Jesus’ birth and what it means to all people.  
After the program, we will have a meal together, 
so join us for fun, fellowship, faith and food.   
 

The program takes all kinds of people to put 
together, so if you would like to help in any way, 
please contact Laura Lee or Anne Hautala.  Let 
us celebrate the birth of our Savior together. 
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MOVIE NIGHT AT ST. OLAF’S 
Our movie for December is a light-hearted, 
quick-witted classic tale called “The Princess 
Bride” (1987 PG). Directed by Rob Reiner and 
filled with a cast of characters – Mandy Patinkin, 
Cary Elwes, Peter Falk, Fred Savage, Robin 
Wright, Andre the Giant, Billy Crystal and more!  
It would be “Inconceivable!” for you to miss the 
show! 

 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA: 
Celebrate Christ’s birth in song and the spoken 
word when the combined choirs of St. Olaf and 
St. Jacobi Congregational Church present 
“Three Kings.”  Journey to Bethlehem with the 
Wise Men and hear the Christmas story told with 
beautiful song and scripture.  The performance 
at St. Olaf will be during the 5 p.m. worship 
service on Saturday, January 4, 2014.  If you 
miss that, you can attend the performance at St. 
Jacobi on Sunday, January 5, at 10 a.m.  St. 
Jacobi is located on the corner of Holy Hill Rd. 
and Scenic Rd. in Hubertus.  Spread the word to 
your family and friends, and mark you calendars 
for this wonderful event! 
 

ATTENTION WOMEN OF ST. OLAF:  
SAVE THE DATE – JANUARY 18, 2014 
As a thank you for all the work you’ve done for 
the annual Lutefisk Dinner and Back Sale, you 
are invited to spend a few hours at our Third 
Annual Spa Day on January 18, 2014.  The day 
will begin at 10:30 a.m. and end somewhere 
between 2 and 3 p.m. 
Plans for the day include chair massages, mini-
manicure and pedicure, a lovely lunch, time for 
laughter, good conversation, and wonderful 
fellowship with each other. 
Watch for more details in the upcoming month 
along with a sign-up sheet. 
 

GOSPEL MUSIC QUARTET COMING 
TO ST. OLAF'S 

We have a huge treat coming to you at St. Olaf's 
on February 23, 2014 at 2 PM. 
The Eternity Sings Gospel Quartet will be here 
to entertain you with their glorious harmony and 
inspire you with their message and dedication to 
their ministry. 
We will be joined in presenting this freewill 
offering community event by Zion 

Church in Ashippun and St. John's Church in 
Stone Bank. 
I won't arrange a musical performance for St. 
Olaf's unless it is first class. These guys 
exceeded my expectations. We went to a recent 
performance and were blown away by their 
music, humor, and ministry. I guarantee you will 
absolutely love the up-beat, gospel quartet 
harmony sounds of Eternity. In the style of the 
Oak Ridge Boys, Statler Brothers, Gaither Vocal 
Band and Signature Sound Quartet, this 
energetic foursome features a rich blend of four-
part quartet singing and a positive, family-
friendly stage show. So bring the children of all 
ages. Eternity has a passion for people and 
enjoys building a playful rapport with the 
audience while delivering rock-solid harmonies 
in their updated version of that great gospel 
quartet sound. 
“People from ages 8-80 enjoy this kind of 
music,” says Eternity. “We have two goals for 
our shows: Everyone must leave with the 
biggest possible smile on their face, and a 
stronger commitment to God's plans and 
purpose for their life.” 
More information will be forthcoming. In the 
meantime, check them out and listen to their 
music at eternitysings.com. This is a show you 
will not want to miss. 

Roger Johnson 
 

NEW ST. OLAF RAFFLE 
This year’s raffle sales will kick off at the Lutefisk 
Dinner on December 7th.  Prizes include: 

� 1st Prize:  $3000 for a trip anywhere or 
$1500 cash!! 

� 2nd Prize: Trip to Decorah Iowa for Nordic 
Fest ($500 value) 

� 3rd Prize: Shade tree delivered and 
planted within 25 mile radius of St. Olaf 
Church ($250 value) 

Additional prizes:  $200, $100, $50 cash; tickets 
to beer and win tasting event, tickets to lutefisk 
dinner, $50 BP gas card, hand-knit items made 
by our knitting group, custom order cake or 
cheese cake and snowplowing within 25 miles 
from St. Olaf Church. 
Tickets are: $10 each or 3 for $25.  Drawing will 
be held at the Wine/Beer Tasting event in 
March.  Last year’s raffle netted $3000! 
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Please support this fundraising effort by 
purchasing and/or helping sell tickets.  Proceeds 
will go toward benevolence, mortgage and 
church history project. 
Thank you to church members for their 
generous donations for raffle prizes:  Jim 
Lumsden, Amy Hoffmann, John Christenson, 
Jeff Millikin and our church knitting group. 
Following Sunday church services in December, 
raffle tickets will be sold and also distributed to 
others who are willing to help sell.  Please 
support this effort so we can continue to help 
fund the many worthy projects at St. Olaf’s. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
St. Olaf’s Raffle Committee Members: 

Connie Kreuser 
Jerry Bohen 

John Christenson 
 

TIME TO THINK ABOUT ORDERING 
SCRIP FOR CHRISTMAS! 

Are you counting down to Christmas already?  
Well, we can make some of your shopping 
easier with the Scrip program here at St. Olaf.  
Take one of our flyers home, sit and drink a cup 
of coffee and figure out some of your Christmas 
shopping—all from the comfort of your own 
home.   
Are you planning a special holiday meal or 
party?  We have grocery store cards, too, so 
think about using Piggly Wiggly or Pick ‘n Save 
cards for all the food you’ll be buying.  St. Olaf 
gets a percentage of each card, so with all the 
holiday spending we do, it’s nice to help the 
church as well.   
We carry an inventory of the most popular cards 
so you can just pick them up at church.  If you 
want some of the others, please fill out an order 
form.  We currently have these cards on hand:  
BP Gas $50, Cabela’s $25, Chili’s $25, Culver’s 
$25, Domino’s Pizza $10, Home Depot $25, I-
Tunes $15, Kohl’s $25, Kwik Trip $25/$50/$100, 
Maurices $20, Menards $25, Olive Garden/Red 
Lobster $25, Papa Murphy’s $10, Pick ‘n Save 
$50/$100, Piggly Wiggly $50/$100, Pizza Hut 
$10, Starbucks $10, Subway $10/$50, Taco Bell 
$10, Target $25, Walgreen’s $25, Walmart $25 
There are hundreds of stores that take part in 
this program, so read through the flyer available 
at the Scrip desk and order for Christmas now!  

 

NOAH 
Following is a summary of last month’s Bible 
Study: 
How would you describe what Noah was like to 
a friend?  Generally, we think of Noah as an 
upstanding man of God, who if we were to try to 
live up to his reputation, would find ourselves 
frustrated.  In fact Genesis 6:9 describes him as 
righteous (holy), blameless among the people, 
and that he walked with God.  Pretty high order!  
But if we slow down and look at his story, we will 
see that the life of Noah is not only possible to 
live, but completely doable.  
 

Noah lived during a time that is described in 
Genesis 6:11 as corrupt and full of violence.  It 
was so bad that God had enough and decided to 
start over.  God is going to flood the face of the 
earth and, with the family of this one righteous 
man named Noah, reestablish the human race. 
“Noah, build a big boat,” God said, “Here are the 
blueprints.”   
 

Looking at who Noah was and at the way the 
people behaved during this time, life couldn’t 
have been too easy for Noah.  It doesn’t take a 
whole lot of imagination to realize that following 
through on God’s plan would only make life 
worse.  So why would Noah build it? 
 

Scripture doesn’t give us the answer here, but 
there are possibilities.  It could have been that it 
was Noah’s character to live such a way.  Or 
perhaps when God speaks so clearly, one 
cannot help but follow.  Or maybe Noah figured 
if he didn’t do it the ENTIRE human race would 
be wiped out.  Noah was just given some insider 
information. Noah was now given a choice.  Do I 
go along with God’s plan and I, my family and 
humanity live?  Or do I give in to the society’s 
pressure and die with them. 
 

Noah saved not only his family, but according to 
God’s instruction, all the known animals on the 
earth.  As such, he played zookeeper while 
being tossed to and fro on the flood waters for 
what must have seemed like an eternity.  I really 
don’t envy the guy.   
 

When they finally hit dry land, Noah realized the 
realty of what just happened.  Everyone is gone.  
Everything has changed.  Noah must have felt 
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shocked, angry, depressed, frustrated, 
worried…and a whole slew of other emotions all 
at once.  Questioning God, Noah got no answer.  
But God had said something to Noah just after 
he walked off the Ark and built an altar to God, 
“Never again will I destroy the earth.  I will hang 
my bow in the sky as a reminder of this 
promise.”  Noah was assured that no matter how 
bad things might become among humanity, we 
no longer need to worry about God’s wrath.  The 
rainbow is an everlasting sign of that covenant.  
But that promise leads to another question: what 
do we do if and when things do become that bad 
again. 
 

In 1 Peter 3:20-22, Peter compares the waters 
of the flood to the Waters of Baptism. Baptism is 
a Greek word that simply means “to wash.” 
Peter points out that this is not about washing 
our bodies clean of dirt, but rather our baptism 
washes away sin.  Just as God washed the sin 
off the face of the earth with the flood, God now 
washes each of us in baptism.  To get a fuller 
sense of what Peter is getting at, it helps to look 
at the context of the first century Christian. 
 

When God became human as Christ Jesus, 
God’s rainbow was still in the sky, just as it is 
today.  So, when humanity rose up against 
Christ and he was betrayed on Maundy 
Thursday and then crucified on Good Friday, 
Jesus went peacefully.  The death of Christ on 
the cross has long been called his baptism ever 
since the earliest days of the Christian church.  
With such understanding, Luther called Christ’s 
cross the “happy exchange”—it is where Christ 
took the sins of the whole world upon himself 
and exchanged it for his own righteousness (or 
holiness).  Where God, with the flood once 
washed away all of sinful humanity and saved 
one man and his family, God now has saved the 
world through one man in order to make the 
whole world God’s family through the washing of 
baptism. 
 
In baptism into Christ, we are made children of 
God, given the gift of forgiveness of sins, the 
promise of eternal life and blessed with the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit through this life. In 
Romans 6:1-7, the Apostle Paul says in baptism, 
we are united with the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, so that we are freed from sin.  This unity 

to Christ’s death in our baptism becomes most 
clear when you look at emersion baptism (one of 
the ways baptism was done back by the early 
church).  Standing in the river, the leader would 
bend you backwards in the water three times for 
each person of the Trinity.  While under the 
water it is much like drowning in a flood.  Being 
brought back out of the water raises us up to a 
new life in God’s holy name. 
 

Emersion is a wonderful way to connect an 
experience with what God is doing, but it is not 
that simple: the old sinner does not die out once 
we are baptized.  Martin Luther has a fun, yet 
realistic way of looking at baptism.  Luther said 
that in Baptism the old Adam in us is drowned. 
But that old Adam is a good swimmer and 
comes back to the surface every day.  Each day 
we re-drown that old Adam by turning to God in 
prayer.  Luther called it a return to our Baptism.   
 

Everyday we are to return to our baptisms.  A 
good time to do this is in the shower in the 
morning.  Remember Baptism means to wash.  
While we are washing our bodies in the morning, 
it is a great reminder to return to where God 
made us completely clean. 
 

So does baptism make us perfect like Noah?  
No, Noah wasn’t perfect.  Genesis 9:20-23 tells 
us Noah was a sinner like the rest of us.  In 
those verses, we learn that Noah got drunk and 
passed out in his tent naked while the door hung 
wide open.  So how can Genesis 6:9 tell us that 
Noah was righteous (holy), was blameless 
before the people and walked with God? 
Perhaps we can say that Noah was righteous 
(holy), and that he was blameless among the 
people, because that is what God declared him 
to be as he kept his relationship with God alive 
by walking with God.  In other words, Noah 
wasn’t perfect.  He was faithful in staying in 
relationship with God.  God made his life holy 
through that relationship. 
Question to leave with: What does turning to 
God in your Baptism look like for you?   

 

PROMOTING YOUR ENDOWMENT: 
ONE CONGREGATION'S STORY 

By Kurt Jacobson 
The Board of the Trinity Endowment Trust 
Fund set out a few years ago to develop a new 
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marketing strategy to create a vision and raise 
awareness of the endowment. We knew we 
needed to educate, communicate and show how 
the endowment makes a difference in the 
mission of the church. 
We determined our plan should have three 
major areas of emphasis: 

1. Communication—develop a clear 
mission and "brand" 

2. Education—help people understand 
ways they can give to the Fund 

3. Celebration—give donors reason to find 
joy in giving to the Fund. 

Communication. We develop a new logo and 
tag line for our fund and created web pages to 
share the purpose of the endowment, how it 
makes a difference for donors and those who 
receive grants from it as well as give an easy 
way to make gifts to it. Included online are two 
videos using our own people to tell the story of 
the endowment and what it does for others.  
 

Each Christmas, "Faith Lights" gives donors an 
opportunity to give $5 to buy a blue or white light 
(in memory of or honor of someone) for trees in 
the entry to the church. Donors are recognized 
and our donor list expand which allows the 
board to directly market the endowment to 
them.  
 

Education. We know few people make 
provisions for their church in their estate plans. 
So, we contracted with a local estate planning 
company to provide our members free estate 
planning services. We have hosted events for 
financial planners, tax preparers and attorneys 
who are members of the congregation to tell 
them about the endowment and encourage them 
to share it with clients.  
 

Finally, we developed options for acorn, named 
and donor-advised funds. This has resulted in 
three named funds being formed. We have told 
the stories of these three funds and included 
them on our website and in direct mailings.  
 

Celebration. We are continually telling how the 
endowment is making a difference in people's 
lives. From the joy of the donor who sees his/her 
gift going to work, to the gratitude of recipients 
who have received grants awarded by the 
Board, we let people know that the endowment 

is growing and does good things in the mission 
of Christ through our church. We tell the stories 
of grant recipients and ask them to publicly 
thank the congregation and show how the funds 
made a difference.  
 

In summary, we are constantly looking for ways 
to let the congregation see our endowment at 
work and say "thank you" for every gift. 
 

ARE THEY COMMUNITY EVENTS OR 
FUNDRAISERS? 

There is always a lot of activity at St. Olaf's.  It’s 
a blessing that we have our fellowship hall to 
accommodate our very active congregation.  It 
was an excellent investment in the future of St. 
Olaf's.  The church has seen even more use the 
last couple years for events such concerts, corn 
roasts, wine & beer events, etc.   
Some might call these events fundraisers, but 
they are much more than that.  They are 
designed to be community events with the 
added plus of enabling us to raise funds for 
specific church missions and projects such as 
benevolences, supporting the mortgage and 
capital funds, lighting the exterior of the church, 
parking lot lights, gathering area lights, and 
other upcoming improvements to the gathering 
area.  More projects are on the horizon, and 
future community events will finance them. 
But, as I said, these events are more than 
fundraisers.  They are part of our mission and 
commitment to reach out to the community.  
These events provide additional ways for us to 
reach out.  They are a means of promoting our 
church.  They give us more opportunities to 
show off our facility and demonstrate the 
friendliness of our congregation. They make us 
known to the community as a congregation of 
movers and shakers.  The community sees that 
our church life is more than being active in our 
ministry.  We seek and encourage opportunities 
to bring the community together for wholesome 
entertaining events.  The community sees that 
we do more than talk about trying to become the 
center of our community.  They see that we are 
at the center and reaching outward. 
    Roger Johnson 
 


