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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT: 
Question:   I don’t see it in the Bible, so why do 
we have Lent? And if Lent does not include 
Sundays, why can’t we have music with 
Hallelujah on Sunday? 
 
Answer:  That’s an interesting approach.  Many 
of the terms we use for the church calendar do 
not appear in the Bible, but what they refer to 
does.  The purpose of the church calendar is to 
act as an annual guide for Christians in our 
following Christ.  Lent is traditionally believed to 
have extended from Holy Week which is when 
Jesus died on the cross.  But more recent 
scholarship suggests that Lent was lengthened 
from Epiphany which focuses on the time the 
Magi visited the baby Jesus.  Obviously, the 
shape of Lent has changed over the years. 
 The Early Church used Lent as a time for 
educating those joining as to the ways of Christ.  
Many of those joining were adults since 
Christianity was so new.   When the education 
was done, those joining were baptized into the 
church.  This process was nicely coordinated so 
that as Lent leads to Easter--Christ’s death and 
resurrection--the education leads to our baptism 
which is our being joined to Christ’s death and 
resurrection.  There is also some evidence that 
those who publically sinned and were 
admonished by the church were allowed to give 
penance and rejoin the church on Maundy 
Thursday which celebrated Jesus’ Last Supper. 
 The days of Lent seemed to differ 
between congregations showing a difference in 
educational approach, but 40 days were 
eventually standardized to reflect Jesus 
spending 40 days in the desert, the Israelites in 
the desert for 40 years, Noah’s 40 days in the 
Ark, Moses’ 40 days on Mount Sinai and so on.  
As you mentioned in your question, Sundays 
were excluded from the 40 days.  Every Sunday 
is a little celebration of the Resurrection of 
Jesus, and the Early Church Fathers concluded  

 
that the resurrection should not be 
compromised.  Still, those Lenten Sundays had 
shadings of Lent within—the question is how 
much.  To this day the debate continues whether 
taking the “Alleluias” out if Lent is appropriate or 
not. 
 When adult baptisms declined, the focus 
of Lent shifted from education on the ways of 
Christ to the passion of Christ (which by then 
was seen as necessary for our personal 
sinfulness) and our acts of repentance.  
Restraint from various earthly pleasures was 
often preached, but we do not know how many 
Christians actually kept such fasts.  Some of 
these practices from this medieval time period 
still carry on to this day as we try to identify with 
Christ’s suffering by “giving up” something for 
Lent. 
 During the twentieth century, the church 
has taken a second look at Lent.  Much of what 
Lent had become did not fit our understanding 
from scripture nor the practices set forth from 
the time of Christ.  As a result, today’s emphasis 
for Lent looks more like the fourth century than 
the fourteenth century.  Lenten readings of 
Christ’s journey to the cross continue, but with 
greater emphasis on Christ’s teachings and 
ways as he went to Jerusalem.  Lenten worship 
still focuses on Christ’s death which leads to the 
resurrection, but our focus has changed: our fast 
emphasizes a hunger for justice, our alms are 
for making peace, and our prayer is for a 
grateful heart. 
 
God’s Peace, 
 

Pastor Matt 

   

P.S. Please send me more questions. 
 

PASTOR MATT’S OFFICE HOURS:  
8:30 AM – 12:30 PM EVERY MONDAY 
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April Lay Ministry Schedule 
Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 
Sat., April 5 
5:00 pm 

Dawn 
Freiburger 

 

Sun., April 6 
9:00 a.m. 

Jenni  
Guenther 

Destiny  
Krueger 

Sat., April 12 
5:00 p.m. 

Jane 
Christenson 

 

Sun., April 13 
9:00 a.m. 

Cindy  
Schlieve 

Lauren  
Hautala 

Maundy Thur. 
April 17 

Jenni  
Guenther 

Alma  
Eggert 

Good Friday 
April 18 

Jane 
Christenson 

Peyton  
Roraff 

Sat., April 19 
5:00 p.m. 

Dave  
Kraemer 

 

Sun., April 20 
7:00 a.m. 

Marie  
Galbraith 

Elizabeth  
Lee 

Sun., April 20 
9:00 a.m. 

Mary  
Hershoff 

Cross: Z. Brewer 
Banner: G Hoffmann 
Bible: R. Roth 
Acolyte: A Hoffmann 

Sat., April 26 
5:00 p.m. 

Dave  
Johnston 

 

Sun., April 27 
9:00 a.m. 

Cindy  
Schlieve 

Sam  
Millikin 

April Altar Guild:  Liz Laack 
   Marlene Connell 
April Counters:  Roger & Lyn Johnson 
   Jeff, Mary and Cody Millikin 
       

LENTEN ECUMENICAL SERVICES 
      Services will be held at 7:00 P.M. at the 
following churches: 
 Wednesday, April 2 at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Hwy. P, Oconomowoc 
 Wednesday, April 9 at Zion Lutheran, 
Ashippun 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
Palm Sunday, April 13, 9:00 a.m., 

Sunday school children will be singing 
Maundy Thursday, April 17, 7:00 p.m., 

First Communion will be celebrated 
Good Friday, April 18, 7:00 p.m., 

Tenebrae Service 
Easter Vigil, April 19, 5:00 p.m., 

Worship with Holy Communion 
Easter Sunday, April 20, 7:00 a.m., 

Worship with Holy Communion 
Easter Breakfast 7:45 – 9:00 a.m.  
Easter Sunday, April 20, 9:00 a.m., 

Worship with Holy Communion  

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
9 Thomas & Kelly Siegmann 
15 Dave & Ann Marie Kraemer 
20 Joseph & Vicky St.George 
26 Brian & Jennifer Schutze 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
2 Hannah Snowberger 
3 Vera Novobielski, Kelly Senfleben 
4 Dennis Portz 
5 Jason Bates 
7 Dennis Uhlman 
8 Renee Novobielski 
9 Keilah Brakob, Michael Stuettgen 
10 Christina Byerly, Chad Smithyman 
12 Steven Sumnicht 
14 Linda Egelseer, Sandy Friedl 
15 Abigail Hoffmann 
16 Renee Krassman 
17 Tylor Reed 
18 Debra Solveson 
19 Bruce Benson, Lauren Snowberger, 
 Mark Wilke 
20 Tiernan Byerly, Mike Snowberger, 
 Joshua Uhlman 
21 Jack Scheife, Kathy Smithyman 
22 Connie Kreuser 
23 Kathy Larson 
24 Mark Larson 
25 Jeffrey Brewer, Benjamin Klink 
26 Lauren Morrissey, Thomas Siegmann 
27 Christine Guenther, Joseph Klink, 
 Alexander Schuett 
28 Dale Eske 
29 Sarah Stuettgen 
30 Mark Cameron, Mitch Solveson 
 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

Thank you for supporting our Family Promise 
guests.  We had many volunteers spend loads 
of volunteer hours to make our guests welcome. 
Thank you.   St. Olaf will again welcome family 
promise  May 25-June 1.  Please mark your 
calendar and enjoy this mission opportunity. 
 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you to the following who helped decorate 
our Sanctuary and Gathering space for Lent. 
Jeff and Zachary Brewer, Clayton Klink and 
Devin Dunn: your help was GREATLY 
appreciated!  We are still looking for someone 
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who would spear-head the decorating for our 
Advent/Christmas season and Lenten/Easter 
season.  If interested, contact Clara Birkel. 

Music and Worship Committee 
 

MATCHDAY RESULTS 
“What an amazing day of giving...Here are the 
preliminary results: 

• Total Raised Online:  $26,148 
• Total Donor Advised Funds: $37,750 
• Total Raised by Family Promise: 

$63,898 
• GM Foundation Match: $21,342 

Family Promise MATCHDAY Total:  $85,240 
That's almost 3x's more that what we raised 
last year!!! Thank you all so much for your 
support and generosity. I am so grateful for all 
of you, our churches and volunteers, and the 
community donors. The money raised will help 
ensure that our most at risk families will 
continue to be served in our community. This 
was truly a blessing for our organization.” 

Kathleen Christenson, Exec. Director 
Family Promise of Washington County 

 

EASTER CHOIR 
It has been requested to have an Easter choir to 
sing at our 9:00 A.M. worship on Easter.  This 
can only happen with the help of members of the  
Congregation that are interested in being a part 
of the choir.  Members should plan to attend the 
practices which will be held on Sundays, March 
30th, April 6th, and April 13th at 10:30 A.M.   If 
interested, please contact Clara Birkel, 262-622-
3191, e-mail her at birkelgc@gmail.com, or talk 
to her at church.  She needs to know who will be 
singing in order to find an appropriate Easter 
song.                THANK YOU! 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
WELCOME FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 
Join friends and families for Easter Breakfast at 
St. Olaf between the two EASTER worship 
services on Sunday, April 20.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the table in the narthex if you wish to 
donate bakery. 
 

NO SATURDAY NIGHT MOVIES IN 
APRIL – WE’LL RESUME IN MAY! 

ADULT EDUCATION NEWS 
The Acts Bible Study will continue through the 
month of April (or sooner if you finish sooner). 
See "Save the Date" information. 
 

Beginning in May, we have some other studies 
planned for you. We will bring back the {Crazy 
Book} a Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Biblical 
Terms. Pastor Matt will lead the study and we 
will learn more about people or characters in the 
Bible. The book is available on Amazon.com, 
but it is not necessary to have the book to enjoy 
the study. The Crazy Book studies will be held 
on the 2nd Sundays of the month, continuing 
through the summer months, at 10:15 a.m. after 
coffee/refreshment time. 
 

On May 18th Pastor Matt will lead a class on 
how the Bible was put together. Join us to learn 
why certain books are in the Bible and others 
may not be included, as well as the huge 
amount of work and dedication it took to create 
our written Bible. 
 

On June 1st Pastor Matt will guide us with on-
line Bible helps, Bible concordances, and how to 
read the Bible. This will be especially helpful for 
those who may not have had a lot of Bible study 
or reading in their life. It will be equally helpful to 
those who have spent a lot of time reading. You 
can help guide others with your suggestions and 
knowledge and may even learn something new 
to aid in your continuing Bible studies. 
 

Please plan to spend some time with Pastor 
Matt and the Adult Education committee 
members to increase our Bible knowledge. It's a 
great way to learn new information, meet 
members of the congregation that you may not 
have met yet, and share our ideas, experiences, 
and joy of learning.  
 

Please feel free to contact any of the Adult 
Education Committee members with your ideas 
or suggestions. The members are Marilyn 
Carlson, Pastor Matt, Truman Schultz, and 
Cindy Schlieve (chair). 
                  

SAVE THE DATE! 
May 4, 2014 -- That is the day that we will have 
our grand finale for the Acts Bible Study. Details 
are not yet finalized, but please mark your 
calendar for Sunday, May 4th at St. Olaf either 
following worship or following Sunday school. 
We'll have more information for you soon. 
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ATTENTION ALL 
GOLFERS 

The 5th Annual Golf Outing for 
Family Promise of Washington 
County is scheduled for 

Saturday, May 10, 2014 at Scenic View Country 
Club, 4415 Club Dr, Slinger.  All proceeds for 
this event help support shelter and services for 
homeless families.  The Early Bird registration 
fee for a foursome is $350 before April 1. 
 After April 1, the fee for a foursome will be 
$400.00.  A Social Hour and Steak Dinner will 
follow the golf outing.   You can get a team 
together for golf which includes lunch, golf with 
cart, and dinner; or you can just plan on 
attending the steak dinner.  
Check the website at www.familypromisewc.org 
for more information and for the registration 
form.  Please think about supporting such a 
worthy mission.  It would be great to see a team 
from St. Olaf supporting the Golf Outing and 
dinner.   St. Olaf’s will be sponsoring one of the 
tees and anyone wishing to sit there and give 
out information about St. Olaf’s, is welcome to 
do so.   Contact Elaine or Justine if you have 
any questions.    
 

CAPTIVE FREE TEAM COMING TO ST. 
OLAF’S – May 16-18   

Mark your calendar and come for an evening of 
fun and entertainment.  All ages invited.  
Younger youth, middle school youth, high school 
youth, parents, young adults and the young at 
heart.  Program will be held on Saturday, May 
17 at 6:00 p.m.  Friday, May 16th will be an 
informal get-to-know you and games with the 
team that will be here.  Please bring a free will 
offering and invite everyone you know.   Need 
volunteers to make meals for the team and also 
need High School youth and parents or others to 
help host this event.   
Check out www.youthencounter.org and click on 
Captive Free West Lakes.     
 

SPRING CLEAN-UP 
The Properties Committee has changed our 
outdoor clean up date to June 7th instead of our 
typical May date. Please mark your calendars to 
get outside and help rake, prune and spread 
mulch.  The more helpers the faster the job gets 

done - and please don't hesitate to bring your 
power equipment! Lunch will be served for all 
that participate. Please call Peggy @ 262-443-
0306 if you have questions or would like to 
donate something for lunch.  Thank you for your 
help! 
 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF  
FEB. 27, 2014 

Present were John, Laura, Cindy, Jane, Rog, & 
Ron. 
Devotions were given by Cindy. 
Treasurer's report: 

• Our financial condition has deteriorated 
since a few weeks ago. Plate offerings 
are not sufficient to meet expenses. 

• There will be an effort sometime this 
summer or fall to pay down the mortgage 
as much as possible for a better interest 
rate when we refinance next November. 

• Elaine recommended the following 
changes to the funeral charges policy: 
Use "suggested donation" language. The 
suggested donation should be the same 
for members and non-members. 
Language should be included to contact 
the church if the donation can't be 
afforded. It was agreed to make these 
changes to the policy. 

• We must evaluate the input from the 
congregational survey we took some time 
ago. It was pointed out that there is a 
survey on the church website which will 
be looked into. 

• Rog asked John to look into the 
advisability of making a banner with 
words to the effect of "Stewardship of 
Time & Talents.  Say yes when you 
receive a one time request". 

• To help engage new members in church 
activities, Rog will send their names and 
contact info. to all those who are active in 
doing church projects. 

• John wants to do a "Bring a Friend" 
Sunday. It was suggested he explain his 
ideas to another member and have he or 
she organize it. 

• The WOG is looking for a family to plan 
and put on the Easter breakfast. 
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• Rog will take a picture of the old altar & 
send to Mary Hershof if she would try to 
sell or give away through Craig's List or 
Ebay. 

• To finish up the audio / visual project, we 
will be buying a projector for the 
sanctuary to be put in an enclosed stand 
close to where the old projector was. It 
will accommodate input from a lap top 
computer. We will also be buying a 60 in. 
screen to be mounted on the front of the 
balcony. It can be covered with a banner 
when not in use. 

• Rog will be organizing an estate planning 
seminar for the near future. 

• We have to move forward on promoting 
the scholarship fund. 

Adult Ed.: 
• Planning on how to close out the Acts 

Bible study. 
• Looking to plan a Bible study for 

Sundays. 
• Cindy may be doing more Bible study 

teaching. This would free up some time 
for Pastor. 

Youth Ministry Coordinator: 
• The pie auction will be Mar. 9th at 10:15. 
• The youth presented the $485.00 

collected on Souper Bowl Sunday to the 
Bread Basket Treasurer. We took a 
picture with her receiving the check and 
stocked the shelves with all the food 
donations. (Justine is requested by 
Council to submit that picture to local 
news papers. 

• The scholarship application forms are out 
and will be advertised. Gave three 
applications out so far. Doesn't know how 
much money is available yet but 
applications are due May 1. We will pay 
out in August or Sept. 

 

THANKSGIVING, TRUST AND 
TRANSFORMATION: THE THREE T'S 

OF STEWARDSHIP 
By Glenn Taibl 

We were talking about Stewardship and it was 
suggested it was time to replace the classic 
three "T's" of Time, Talent and Treasure with 
categories that would be more helpful in growing 

stewards. His suggestion was that we would be 
better served by three new "Stewardship T's" of 
Thanksgiving, Trust and Transformation. I have 
revisited the conversation many times and I 
believe we are well served by interpreting Time, 
Talent and Treasure through the lens of 
Thanksgiving, Trust and Transformation. 
 

Thanksgiving for Time, Talent and Treasure 
begins with the acknowledgement that all three 
are God's gift and are not ours to possess. 
Thanksgiving begins with the notion that God is 
the subject of the active verbs and we are not. 
Thanksgiving invites us to take a good look at 
the time that has been given to us as we search 
for ways to use time wisely because it is such a 
precious, God-given gift. Thanksgiving changes 
the way we do the offering on Sunday as we 
offer up the time we've spent with our children 
and grandchildren or the talents we have used in 
pursuing the gifts of vocation. Thanksgiving can't 
wait to tell God what we've done with the 
treasure we have received and thanksgiving 
invites us to offer it all back to God as gift with a 
clear understanding of where it came from and 
what, in God’s name, it is intended to do. 
 

Trust is another rich faith-word that defines 
biblical stewardship. God has given time, talent 
and treasure as a Trust which we manage with 
Jesus Christ at the center. The Trust is 
something that God gives to us again and again 
and again. It involves all the material we will 
need to create community; to heal what is 
broken and to bring hope where there is despair. 
We affirm, in faith, that God's promises are true 
and we can trust them. Trust may even change 
the way we receive the offering on Sunday. We 
can say, "Thank you for trusting us with these 
gifts of time, talent and treasure and we offer 
ourselves to you, O Lord, because your trust has 
given us eternal confidence to live in this world 
you so love." 
 

Transformation is something that doesn't 
happen accidentally but because in 
Thanksgiving we have trusted God with our lives 
and it has changed everything. God has 
transformed the way we look at time, every 
precious day, and the way we look at the gifts 
we have received as talents with the affirmation 
that no one has been short-changed. Our 
relationship to our treasure is transformed 
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because we now see it through God's eyes. 
Transformation will change the way we do the 
offering on Sunday. We may honestly believe 
and trust as true the words of Paul in Romans 
12: "Do not be conformed to the world but rather 
transformed by the renewing of your minds that 
you may know what it is good and acceptable 
and perfect." Thanksgiving, Trust and 
Transformation are three good words for 
Stewardship. 
 

St. Olaf Sunday School presents 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

March 30 – May 11 
We say it every week in our church service.  But 
what is it? The Apostles’ Creed is the most 
widely confessed creed among Christians.  By 
clearly stating who God is, the Creed helps us 
understand who we are.  Created in the image 
of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit—we know 
we are created in and for relationship.  We truly 
become ourselves in relationship to one another 
and to God.  Because God loves us, God lived 
among us as a human being.  In Jesus Christ, 
we can see what it means to be truly human.  In 
Jesus Christ, we have been freed from sin for 
life with God.  The Holy Spirit is God’s 
continuing presence with us, sustaining us as 
one humanity.   
 

This rotation will be delving into Luther’s Small 
Catechism as we learn more about the Apostles’ 
Creed.  Dealing with the Trinity is not the easiest 
concept for adults, let alone children.  We’ll be 
looking at God the Creator and Father, Jesus 
the Savior and Son and the Holy Spirit, bringer 
of peace.  We’ll learn that the Apostles’ Creed is 
a summary of all that the Bible tells us about 
God.  It unites communities of believers (that’s 
us at St. Olaf!) joining together to declare their 
common believe in the Triune God.  
 

We will learn that our Triune God reaches out to 
all people of all nations.  And we’ll talk about 
how the Creed boldly confesses our beliefs 
about God, Jesus and the Spirit.   
 

Sunday School Classes 
• In the Oasis Café we will make 3-in-1 ice 

cream and see that as God’s family we 

say what we believe.  Three parts in one 
means strong and complete.    

• In Colors of Faith we will make Trinity 
Sun Catchers and see that the Trinity 
brings us light and truth.    

• In Creation Exploration we will learn how 
strong the power of three can be.   

• In Jammin’ with Jesus we will learn that 
God is with us from beginning to end.    

 

Our focus verse: 
In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.  John 1:1 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
SonTreasure Island –  

Where Kids Discover God’s Love 
Who wouldn’t want to explore a Caribbean 
island, with its glittering turquoise waters, warm 
white sands and cool ocean breezes?  Visitors 
to SonTreasure are welcomed by the scent of 
exotic flowers, the taste of tropical fruits and the 
captivating sound of a steel-drum band.  But this 
is no ordinary tropical escape  There is treasure 
to be found here – more precious than gold, 
more lasting than diamonds.  It is the greatest 
treasure of all – God’s love! 
 

Mark your calendars!  This year's VBS, 
SonTreasure Island, will take place from 
Sunday, August 3 - Thursday, August 7 from 
6:15 - 8:30 p.m. each night.  It is for children 
who will be 4 by September 1 through those who 
are entering 6th grade in the fall.   
 
Let's make this tropical island party a great 
event--invite your neighbors, your grandchildren, 
your friends, and anybody else who wants to 
spend a week learning about God's love.    
 

To make this event a success, we need plenty of 
volunteers. Specifically we are looking for: 

• people to teach the Bible lessons 
• people to teach (or help with) crafts 
• those who can decorate  
• help with registration.  
• Soon we'll have a list of art supplies we 

need, too.   
If you could help in any way, please contact 
Laura Lee, Lisa Iaquinta or Melissa Meier.
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